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 Background

There are a series of steps for youth members to follow for showmanship. 
There are a total of 16 steps, and youth members should practice the 
showmanship steps regularly before the County Fair. 

 Activity Instructions

1. Have a volunteer or an older rabbit member demonstrate the steps for 
showing a rabbit. 

2. Have youth members practice carrying their rabbit and carpet squares to 
the table. 

3. Have youth members practice the steps for showmanship, while having one 
person be the “judge.” 

4. Go over questions that the judge may ask each member about their rabbit 
project. Talk about the importance of the participant’s knowledge when in 
the show ring. 

5. Talk about the participant’s appearance expectations and the participant’s 
actions during the show.

 Reflect and Apply Questions:

1. How many steps are there in the showing of rabbits? 
2. What is the first thing you should do during the show?
3. What are you looking for when you check the hocks and the front feet of 

your rabbit?
4. What are you checking for when you check the rabbit’s tail?

Time
60 minutes total

Materials
• Rabbit Showmanship Steps
• 4-H Member’s Rabbits
• Each 4-H Member bring a 

carpet square
Space Required

Meeting space with multiple 
tables and an area where you can 
have live animals.

Before the Meeting
Have enough copies for each 
member to have a copy of the 
Rabbit Showmanship Steps. 
Contact each youth member to 
bring their rabbits and a carpet 
square to the meeting.  

Rabbit Showmanship
Learn the steps to show rabbits.  

 Other Related Resources:
Older 4-H members who have shown rabbits in the past

 References:
Rabbit Showmanship Steps
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4 Rabbit Showmanship

Learn the steps to show rabbits.  

 Reflect and Apply Questions

1. How many steps are there in the showing of rabbits? 
There are 16 steps to showing rabbits. 

2. What is the first thing you should do during the show?
The first thing you will do during the show is carry your rabbit and 
your carpet square to the showmanship table. 

3. What are you looking for when you check the hocks and the front 
feet of your rabbit?

When you check the hocks and the front fee of the rabbit you 
are looking for sore hocks. You will be looking for sore, infected, or 
bleeding areas, not just for bare areas. 

4. What are you checking for when you check the rabbit’s tail?
You are checking if the tail is straight, permanently set to either side 
or permanently out of line. A screw tail or bob tail will disqualify an 
animal from judging competition. 


