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Why health information exchange?
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Health Information Exchange

É Issues

ïInteroperability with existing systems

ïAcceptance

ïCost

ïPrivacy/security

ïResistance to centralized HIE
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Resistance to centralized HIE
Wired for Health technology bill stalled in Senate

Kennedy By: Matthew DoBias / HITS staff writer
A comprehensive health technology bill that was expected to pass the 
Senate this week has instead gone back to federal lawmakers for more 
tinkering, according to congressional sources and advocacy groups. 
The Wired for Health Care Quality Act, sponsored by Sen. Edward 
Kennedy (D -Mass.) and backed by a trio of other influential lawmakers, 
failed in two attempts to get "hotlined" this past week. "Hotlining" a bill is 
a congressional maneuver that allows for quick passage and usually is an 
indication that it has the support of the entire Senate. 

Deborah Peel, a psychiatrist and founder of the Patient Privacy Rights 
Foundation, assailed the legislation, saying that it fails to give vital 
protections to the one group that needs it the most ðeveryday Americans. 
Peel denounced the push for quick passage as "bully tactics" and 
admonished Kennedy and other senators for trying to do so. 

www.modernhealthcare.com , posted 11/16/07

mailto:mdobias@crain.com
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/
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Resistance to centralized HIE
English I.T. Effort Losing Support

A growing number of physicians in England are rebelling against 
the National Health Serviceôs effort to implement electronic health records 
accessible via a national data warehouse, according to a new survey. 
Other surveys in the past year have shown increasing concern among 
physicians.

The Guardian newspaper surveyed more than 1,000 physicians 
and found considerable concern about the privacy and security of the 
project. For instance, 59% of respondents are unwilling to upload any 
patient records to the national system without specific patient consent. 
Another 30% were unsure and only 11% indicated they likely would 
comply.

Three -quarters of respondents believe the national system of 
electronic records will be less secure than present record -keeping 
mechanisms. Further, 21% fear social services staff will not adhere to 
confidentiality rules.

Under the National Health Serviceôs program, patient records 
would automatically be uploaded to the national data warehouse unless 
patients specifically object. www.healthdatamanagement.com , posted 11/27/07

http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/
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Whatôs wrong with centralized HIE?

É Expensive to maintain
ïAvailability depends on central system

É Complex to ensure timely updates of data

É Requires all participants to use compatible 
EHRs
ïAlternative is ñinterface engineò

É Requires ID number for all individuals

É Complicates interoperability beyond 
state/region

É Provides a target for hackers
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Advantages of federated HIE

ÉLocal data is stored locally and 
accessed only when needed for 
exchange
ïData is up to date

ïFailure of a single system doesnôt affect 
others

ÉAny EHR system can be connected to 
any other
ïRequires interface for each system to 

common framework


