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Desired Plant Community

What-is.Successioniand-Why is it fmportant

Why is Post-reclamation Land Use Important

-

Grazing to Manage Reclaim Succession

Monitoring Reclamation Trend




Desired Post-Reclamation Plant Community
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/

Desired Post-Reclamation Plant Community

Consider:

Ease of establishment

-Time (years) to desired outcome 2
Availability. of site-appropriate seed. . ; el -
Maintenance of site-stability . 5 o e '
Capability to control/modlfy land uses . = - L
Likely/potential communlty affectmg soil’ characterlstlcs_. QEERTAN
Potential for noxmus/ |nva5|ve speues i I f M

Thed_-pi_r__e__;{d.isturb_a.n‘._’éé’.'q;q_n.ditio@' may not be themost desirable

_Alternate reclamation.communities at inte S.final reclamation sites?
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Plant Succession

A,_drection'al change in t___e species that occupy a site over time (not
seasonal or millennial)

Natural post ilsturbance progression
_anary vs Secondary Successmn

50l| changes Wlth time (pH N % dlffermg microbes, bulk den5|ty,
structure)ss T T T

‘ General trends:

short-lived species (r-selected) to long-lived species (K-selected)
fewer life formsto-more life forms (increased physiognomy)
increasing above ground blomass
slowed nutrient cycling '

sincreasing sitesstability
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Grazing to Direct Successional Trend
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Site Type: Rangeland Loamy Ly} 10-14W
MLRA: 34A.Cool Central Desertic Basins and Plateaus RO34AYZ22WWY
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Fencing to Exclude Grazing
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Monitoring for Trend

Suge@stions fors mpnlto-rmg trend
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_.f ‘basal cover may be better than follar cover (partlcularly for shrubs

S - = P o

. pot suited for rhlzomatous sp ) e mE Bl TN T

1% g =
_..-- con5|stent monltorlng twmng (not necessari_; .;eiate buft pheneloglcal
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