AMST/AAST 5560
BLACK POPULAR CULTURE
TTh 2:45 - 4 p.m. Cooper House
Course Syllabus

Spring 2015
Instructor: 
Dr. Ulrich Adelt

Office: 
Cooper House (upstairs)
Office Hours: 
MWF 3 p.m. - 4 p.m. and by appointment
Office phone:
766-3884
Email:
uadelt@uwyo.edu
Course Description
In this course, we will approach African American popular culture from theoretical perspectives which include black feminist, postcolonial, and poststructuralist analyses. The texts for this class include primary as well as secondary sources and deal with various aspects of black popular culture, including, but not limited to, minstrelsy, popular music (blues, soul, hip hop), film, science fiction, comic books, hair, and sports cultures. Students are expected to actively participate in class discussions and develop academic research on black popular culture, which they have to document in bi-weekly response papers, a research paper, and a class presentation.
Required Texts
at the UWyo Bookstore
Octavia Butler, Kindred
Angela Davis, Blues Legacies and Black Feminism

Paul Gilroy, Darker than Blue
Ed Guerrero, Framing Blackness: The African American Image in Film
Bambi Haggins, Laughing Mad: The Black Comic Persona in Post-Soul America
Adilifu Nama, Super Black
On WyoCourses
Course Packet

Course Requirements

Course requirements for this class are active participation in class, six response papers, a class presentation, and a 15-20 pp. research paper. You will receive more specific information about these requirements as the class unfolds.
Attendance

Class participation is an integral part of this course and will be graded accordingly. If you miss class, you are responsible to catch up on what we discussed on that particular day. Missing class frequently will make it very likely that you will fail the course. If you miss more than four classes without an excuse, you will receive an overall grade deduction of one half letter grade per class you missed.
Cell Phones

Cell phones, laptops and other electronic devices need to be turned off during class. Be respectful of your classmates and your instructor.
Response Papers

You will have to turn in five response papers. Response papers can be somewhat informal but should engage critically with the materials they are addressing. They have to be turned in on the due date as indicated on the reading schedule. Late response papers and e-mail attachments are not accepted. Each response paper should be one to two full pages, single spaced. I will provide more specific instructions about response papers in class.
Grade Distribution
100-90 points A

89-80 points B

79-70 points C

69-60 points D

59-0 points F

Attendance and class participation 25 points
response papers: 5 points each, total of 30 points

research paper (15-20 pp.): 35 points

class presentation 10 points
Grading

You can improve your grade by coming to class regularly, participating actively (which means sharing your opinion AND giving others room to share their opinion, too), and through smart time management (planning ahead will help a lot). Feel free to meet me during my office hours to discuss your papers (preferably while you're working on them and not after you've handed them in) and your performance in class.

Writing Center

If you need help at any stage of writing your paper, the Writing Center is a very useful and free resource. Appointments are recommended. Call (307) 766-5250 to make an appointment. More information is available at www.uwyo.edu/ctl/writing_center. 

Late Papers

Assignments must be turned in during class on the day they are due or earlier. Late papers will receive a grade reduction of 5 points per day. I will try to arrange make-up assignments for excused absences.
Academic Honesty

UW Regulation 6-802: The University of Wyoming is built upon a strong foundation of integrity, respect and trust. All members of the university community have a responsibility to be honest and the right to expect honesty from others. Any form of academic dishonesty is unacceptable to our community and will not be tolerated [from the UW General Bulletin]. Teachers and students should report suspected violations of standards of academic honesty to the instructor, department head, or dean. Other University regulations can be found at: http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/legal/universityregulations.htm )

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a serious offense and will not be tolerated. Plagiarism includes copying from books and internet sources without giving proper credit and having someone else write a paper or parts of a paper. Plagiarism may lead to failing the course.

Students with Special Needs

If you have a physical, sensory, learning, or psychological disability and require accommodations, please let me know as soon as possible. You will need to register with, and provide documentation of your disability to University Disability Support Services (UDSS) in SEO, room 330 Knight Hall.

The instructor may make changes to the syllabus as the course proceeds.  If necessary, these changes will be announced in class.  Substantive changes made to the syllabus shall be communicated in writing to the students.
Reading Schedule

Jan. 27
Introduction to the course; screening and discussion: The Black 14
Jan. 29
Stuart Hall, “What Is This ‘Black’ in Black Popular Culture?”
Feb. 3
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., “The Blackness of Blackness: A Critique of the Sign and the Signifying Monkey”



Robin Kelley, “Notes on Deconstructing the ‘Folk’”

Feb. 5

bell hooks, “Loving Blackness as Political Resistance”

Audre Lourde, “The Master's Tools Cannot Dismantle the Master's House”
Feb. 10
Erica Edwards, “The Black President Hokum” 
Response paper #1 due
Feb. 12
Octavia Butler, Kindred, pp. 9-107
Feb. 17 
Octavia Butler, Kindred, pp. 108-188 
Feb. 19 
Octavia Butler, Kindred, pp. 189-264


Response paper #2 due 
Feb. 24
Paul Gilroy, Darker than Blue, pp. 1-54

Feb. 26
Paul Gilroy, Darker than Blue, pp. 55-119
March 3
Paul Gilroy, Darker than Blue, pp. 120-177

March 5
Screening: Ethnic Notions
March 10
Marybeth Hamilton, “Sexuality, Authenticity and the Making of the Blues Tradition” 
March 12
Angela Davis, Blues Legacies and Black Feminism (excerpts)


Response paper #3 due
SPRING BREAK

March 24
Eric Lott, Love and Theft (excerpt)
March 26
Adilifu Nama, Super Black, pp. 1-88
March 31
Adilifu Nama, Super Black, pp. 89-154
April 2
Screening: Hip Hop Beyond Beats and Rhymes
April 7
Patricia Hill Collins, Black Sexual Politics (excerpt)
April 9
Screening: Rumble in the Jungle
April 14
Todd Boyd, Young, Black, Rich, and Famous (excerpt)


Response paper #4 due
April 16
Ed Guerrero, Framing Blackness, pp. 1-68
April 21
Ed Guerrero, Framing Blackness, pp. 69-112

Final project proposal due
April 23
Ed Guerrero, Framing Blackness, pp. 113-156
April 28
Ed Guerrero, Framing Blackness, pp. 157-208
April 30
Bambi Haggins, Laughing Mad, pp. 14-60
May 5
Bambi Haggins, Laughing Mad, pp. 69-98
May 7
Bambi Haggins, Laughing Mad, pp. 132-147; 205-236

Response paper #5 due
Presentations of Research Projects: Thursday, May 14, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
