First-Year Seminar: Faculty Survey (May, 2016): 
Surveyed 82 Instructors (57 Responses)
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Successes and Challenges: Summary of open comments

Successes:
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Frustrations:
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Which SLO posed the greatest difficulty for the students? (57 responses)

B

8.8%

28.1%

@ Access diverse information through
focused research, active discussion...

@ Separate facts from inferences and
relevant from irrelevant information,...

( Evaluate the credibility, accuracy, and
reliability of conclusions drawn from...

@ Recognize and synthesize multiple...

@ Analyze one’s own and others’ assu...
@ Communicate ideas in writing using...
@ The students had no difficulties with...
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Helping aid the transition (personally and academically) from
high school to college student

Seeing student appreciation and applicability of the skills they were
learning (in this class and others)

Watching students develop critical thinkingand discussion skills.

Seeing them get excited by ideas and concepts outside their pre-
existing interests. Thinking “big” about the world

Making lasting connections with the students

Learning more about how college transitional students think









•

Helping	aid	the	transition	(personally	and	academically)	from	

high	school	to	college	student

•

Seeing	student	appreciation	and	applicability	of	the	skills	they	were	

learning	(in	this	class	and	others)

•

Watching	students	develop	critical	thinking	and	discussion	skills.	

•

Seeing	them	get	excited	by	ideas	and	concepts	outside	their	pre-

existing	interests.	Thinking	“big”	about	the	world	

•

Making	lasting	connections	with	the	students	

•

Learning	more	about	how	college	transitional	students	think
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 Motivatingstudents to:
a) take the class seriously
b) do the work

 Managing class expectations (some students see no pointto a class
outside their major; some students think it is “beneath” them)

 Managing the range of academic ability/preparedness within a class

 Managing the feedback and grading

* Understanding and connecting with Freshmen

* Facilitating difficult conversations









•

Motivating	students	to:

a) take	the	class	seriously

b) do	the	work

•

Managing	class	expectations		(some	students	see	no	point	to	a	class

outside	their	major;	some	students	think	it	is	“beneath”	them)

•

Managing	the	range	of	academic	ability/preparedness	within	a	class

•

Managing	the	feedback	and	grading

•

Understanding	and	connecting	with	Freshmen

•

Facilitating	difficult	conversations
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How many years of experience do you have as an instructor of record (at UW
or elsewhere)?

(57 responses)
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How many times prior to teaching the FYS have you taught Freshmen?

(57 responses)
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What college do you represent? (57 responses)

@ Agriculture and Natural Resources

8.8% @ Arts and Sciences
() Business
@ Education
b @ Engineering and Applied Science
@ Health Sciences
( ® Law

® Synergy UWYO
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If you selected "Other" please explain (3 responses)

Center for Advising and Career Services
American Heritage Center

Haub School of Environment and Natural Resources
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How many faculty development opportunities pertaining to the FYS did you
attend (include the FYS Summer Institute, national conferences, FYS
workshops, Snack and Chats/informal group meetings, individual meetings

with the FYS coordinator)?

(57 responses)
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What was your single biggest challenge teaching the FYS? (we know there
may well be more than one, and we'll discuss those as a group)

(57 responses)

@ Understanding and making
connections with Freshmen (in or out
of class)

@ Motivating students to do the work
Finding time to cover all of the SLOs

@ Thinking of assignments to explicitly
address one or more of the SLOs

@ *Other
@ Motivating students to do the work?

Others:
 Managing all the SLOs with 24 students (not a true seminar)
e Gettingstudents to take the FYS seriously









Others:

•

Managing	all	the	SLOs	with	24	students	(not	a	true	seminar)

•

Getting	students	to	take	the	FYS	seriously
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