First-Year Seminar: Faculty Survey (May, 2016): 
Surveyed 82 Instructors (57 Responses)
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Successes and Challenges: Summary of open comments

Successes:
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Frustrations:
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• Helping	aid	the	transition	(personally	and	academically)	from	
high	school	to	college	student



• Seeing	student	appreciation	and	applicability	of	the	skills	they	were	
learning	(in	this	class	and	others)



• Watching	students	develop	critical	thinking	and	discussion	skills.	



• Seeing	them	get	excited	by	ideas	and	concepts	outside	their	pre-
existing	interests.	Thinking	“big”	about	the	world	



• Making	lasting	connections	with	the	students	



• Learning	more	about	how	college	transitional	students	think
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• Motivating	students	to:
a) take	the	class	seriously
b) do	the	work



• Managing	class	expectations		(some	students	see	no	point	to	a	class
outside	their	major;	some	students	think	it	is	“beneath”	them)



• Managing	the	range	of	academic	ability/preparedness	within	a	class



• Managing	the	feedback	and	grading



• Understanding	and	connecting	with	Freshmen



• Facilitating	difficult	conversations
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Others:
• Managing	all	the	SLOs	with	24	students	(not	a	true	seminar)
• Getting	students	to	take	the	FYS	seriously
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