
TRAVELING EXHIBITS:
Home Front on the Frontier: 

Wyoming During World War I

From the beginning of American involvement in World 
War I in April of 1917 to the aftermath of the war some 
two years later, the home front across the country hummed 
with activity. Citizens supported the war effort by buy-
ing war bonds, growing victory gardens, and attending 
patriotic meetings. Factories, mines, and farms produced 
the goods necessary, as the people then saw it, to preserve 
democracy. All of these efforts were coordinated by a 
federal government exercising powers never used before in 
American history.

As with the rest of America, the citizens of Wyoming 
poured their energies into the war effort. The Wyoming 
State Council of National Defense oversaw much of this 
work as towns clamored to go “over the top” with Liberty 
Loan subscriptions. Crops were planted. Four-Minute 
Men gave speeches in Wyoming communities about how 
to support the war. Wyoming sons from all over the state 
went off to war. Many of them came back.

The purpose of this exhibit is to examine the facets of 
life on the home front in Wyoming. How did its people 
confront the swirling forces of conflict, both at home and 
abroad, during this, the War to End All Wars?
Size: 24 framed pieces (2 crates)   

Albany County recruits in front of courthouse before leaving for Camp 
Lewis, World War I, 1918. Ludwig-Svenson Studio Collection, American 
Heritage Center.



The American Heritage Center (AHC) is the 
University of Wyoming’s repository of manuscripts 
collections, rare books, and the university archives. 
Many universities have primary source repositories. 
Few have repositories as extensive and significant as the 
AHC. More importantly, few universities have such 
repositories as welcoming and accessible to undergrad-
uate and graduate students. Internationally known for 
its historical collections the AHC first and foremost 
serves the students and citizens of Wyoming. The 
AHC sponsors a wide range of scholarly and popular 
programs including lectures, symposia, and exhibits. 
Not a dusty attic or an exclusive sanctuary, the AHC 
is a welcoming, lively, place where both experts and 
novices engage with the original sources of history. 
Access is free and open to all.

American Heritage Center
Mailing Address

Dept. 3924, 1000 E. University Avenue 
Laramie, WY  82071

Location / Contact
2111 Willett Drive (Centennial Complex)

307-766-4114   /   307-766-5511 (FAX)
ahc@uwyo.edu (General)

ahcref@uwyo.edu (Reference Dept.)
Web: http://ahc.uwyo.edu

Blog: http://ahc.uwyo.edu/blog
Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/AHCnews

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/UWAHC
AHC Director

Mark Greene - 307-766-2474
AHC Associate  Director

Rick Ewig - 307-766-6385
Traveling Exhibits
Mary Ann Meyer - 307-766-2573

Business Hours
 M-F: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

The American Heritage Center gratefully acknowledges the 
generous support of American National Bank 

for its Exhibits program.


