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TO GRAZE OR NOT TO GRAZE…
Determining when to graze livestock after a 

fire can be a controversial and sometimes diffi-
cult decision. Much of the post-fire consideration 
depends upon site characteristics (percent slope, 
soil type), plants that grew in the area burned, and 
intensity of the fire. 

As recovery starts and vegetation begins 
growing, emerging plants will be very attractive 
to grazing animals. Monitor such areas to prevent 
overuse of vulnerable plants when they are trying 
to recover from wildfire. Newly germinated plants, 
or existing ones putting out new foliage, need 
to collect and store enough energy to develop 
healthy root systems. 

Land managers may decide to delay or limit 
grazing in burned areas due to these factors; 
however, in some instances, allowing animals to 
graze the year after the fire may not be detrimen-
tal. One way to limit the effects of grazing is to 
graze burned areas during the dormant season 
(late summer or fall). The plants have set seed and 
are no longer actively growing so the impact of 
grazing on the plants will be minimal. 

Limiting grazing to light or moderate levels 
after the fire will ensure there is adequate plant 
material (stubble) for continued sustainability of 
that plant community. 
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(western bluebirds, mountain bluebirds, and robins), and 
those that eat insects that infest dead timber (such as 
woodpeckers) may increase following fires. Those pre-
ferring more densely vegetated areas (such as goshawks 
and hermit thrushes) may decrease.

Unburned habitat areas provide a refuge for species 
requiring more mature plant communities. These areas 
can increase the diversity of habitat and wildlife.

Sage Grouse and Sagebrush
The sage grouse is a common bird in sagebrush hab-

itats in the state. In the short-term, sage grouse will be 
unable to use the burned area except for the edges of the 

burn due to their need for the overhead cover sagebrush 
provides. Only after sagebrush returns to the site in suffi-
cient height and cover will it be satisfactory sage grouse 
habitat. In some areas, the return of sufficient sagebrush 
could take decades.
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