M\AX\ Distributed Data

f FairPlus! ( Processing
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Distributed data processing allows multiple computers to be used anywhere in a
fair. One computer is designated as the primary or master computer. The master
computer has full access to the FairPlus! program. Up to 99 remote or slave computers
can be used to enter methods, premiums, departments, divisions, classes, exhibitors,
and posting information. The remote computers do not have access to the financial
data.

It is important to plan how to set up the primary and remote computers before the
distributed data processing utility is configured. Decide which computer is the primary
computer. Only one system can be used as the primary computer. It must be
designated as machine number 1. All the remote computers are set up using machine
numbers 2 through 99. It is important the computer numbers be assigned and that they
are not duplicated. For example, if two computers are designated as computer number
4, it causes fatal errors with the data. Also, decide on machine names for the remote
computers that describe where the systems are being used. As an example, use the
name “Beef Shows” for a computer being used for those shows.

A fair supervisor password needs to be established before configuring distributed

data processing. See the Password Entry tip sheet for more information.

L‘,Uﬂlgﬂ Do not restore information from another system using the Backup utility

because it corrupts the data. Be sure to use only the exchange files to move data

between the primary and remote computers.

Synchronize System Dates

Distributed data processing uses time stamping to keep track of the data to be added to

the primary and remote computers. Changes are marked with the time of the change.
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Distributed Data Processing

The program uses the most current record by reviewing the time stamps when the data
is loaded. In order for this to work correctly, it is important the system date and time is
coordinated or synchronized between each computer. It works best to have the

computers close to one another when this is done.

Who Am 1?
1. Click Go to > Main > Who Am I? See Figure 1.

Machine Id Number: Infarmatior:

WWhodm 1Y The information at the right iz the identification of thiz machine
1 whien uzed in either single or multiple machine [remote posting) operation.

& machine |d of '0" meanz the machine haz not been zetup far either zingle
Machine |d Name: maching or multiple machine [remote posting] operation.
|Shar0n & maching [d of 1" identifiez the master or main machine in either a zsingle or

multiple [remote posting] environment.  Thiz machine has access to eveny
Fairplug program feature.

S}fstem Time: A maching [d af 2* through '93' identifies a maching that will be uzed far remaote
| pozting. Thesze machines have limited access to Fairpluz program features.
6/56/2006 1:00:44 PM

kore infarmation iz available via the [Goto] [Remaote Posting Utilities] menu items

2 3 Mate: All machines zetup to exchange data via the Distibuted D ata Routing
Fair Name: muzt have the Fair Mame zet to the zame value.

!Cnun’ry Fair

Mate: The Fair Hame can only be zet via
[Gaota] [Distributed D ata Processing]
[Setup] [Set Machine |d / Fair Mame]

Return

Figure 1. Who Am 1?
2. Display this screen for each computer being used in distributed data processing.

3. This is a display-only screen. Compare the date and system time for each

computer.

[.‘,UEJEN Be sure that the am or pm is correct for each computer. Data will be

lost if one computer is using am and another computer is using pm.

Change Date and System Time

1. Close the FairPlus! program.
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Distributed Data Processing

2. Right-click the time located in the lower, right-hand corner of the Windows screen.

% )P g -2 1257 PM

3. Left-click Adjust Date/Time. The Date/Time Properties window displays.

4. Make adjustments as needed.

Setup

Add the machine ID after the system date and time are coordinated. Remember, the
primary or master computer must be machine number 1. Only one system can be the
primary computer. Make a note of the unique machine number and machine name for

each of the remote or slave computers.

Primary Computer Setup

1. On the primary computer, click Go to > Distributed Data Processing > Setup >

Set Machine ID/Fair Name. See Figure 2.

Set Machine Id Number eBiE HOTE: The main computer must be zet to
and Name... e e number '1'. Only one of the fair computers [if you
are doing remote pozting with multiple computers]
1 cah be get to number 'T° or pou will expenence
e e fatal errorz. “v'ou have been warned!
Sharor| Maote: &fter entering a Machine |d Mumber [or

changing the number] the program will close and
exit automatically. Fe-enter to corectly zet all

. menu features!
Enter Fair Mame;

|I:|:|unt_|,| F air Save / Feturn

Figure 2. Set Machine ID & Name
2. Enter the fair supervisor password in the Password field. Press Enter.

Enter 1 in the machine ID number field. Press Enter.
Enter a descriptive name in the Name field. Press Enter.

Enter the fair name.

I e

Click Save/Return. The program closes and updates the machine information.

Remote Computer Setup

1. On the primary computer, click Go to > Distributed Data Processing > Setup >
Set Machine ID/Fair Name.
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Distributed Data Processing

Enter the fair supervisor password in the Password field. Press Enter.
Enter a number from 2 through 99 in the machine ID number field. Press Enter.
Enter a descriptive name in the Name field. Press Enter.

Enter the fair name.

2

Click Save/Return. The program closes and updates the machine information.

% Reopen the program on the master computer and the slave computers.
Display the Who Am I? screen. Confirm the date and system time are coordinated.

Also, be sure the fair name is the same for all computers.

Select Exchange Media

One of three types of media is used to exchange files: 3 V%" diskettes, zip disks, or USB
flash disks. The network option is currently unavailable. The USB flash disk is the most
reliable method. Complete the exchange media selection on the master computer and

on all the slave computers. The USB flash disk is used to illustrate the process.

% Be sure the USB flash disk is empty. With the diskette exchange method, use
a new box of diskettes and plan on using two diskettes in the event one of them fails.
1. Click Go to > Distributed Data Processing > Setup > Select Exchange Method.
2. Click the USB Flash Disk tab.

3. Insert the USB flash drive.
4

. Select the disk drive letter.

% Use Windows Explorer to locate the USB disk drive letter. Right-click the Start
button, and left-click Explore. Look for the USB Memory drive letter.

5. Click the Test Flash Disk Now button.

6. Click OK to confirm the flash disk tests OK.
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Initialize Time Stamps

Time stamps are used to establish a base time for the data so the program knows which
data to add. Set time stamps for the data on the master computer and not on the slave

computers. This ensures that fresh time stamps are available for the current fair.

E‘,UEIEN Time stamps are initialized only on the master computer and are done

one time only during a fairl Do not initialize time stamps a second time because data

will be lost when it is exchanged between the master computer and the slave

computers. Please contact the Communications and Technology office when it appears

there are problems with the time stamps.

1. Click Go to > Distributed Data Processing > Distributed Data Utilities > Initialize
Time Stamps.

2. Enter the fair supervisor password. Press Enter.

3. Click the Initialize Time Stamps button.

Data Exchange File

The data exchange file is the method used to move information between computers.

1. Click Go to > Distributed Data Processing > Create. The Create Data Distribution
File screen displays. See Figure 3 on page 6.

2. Click Clear and create new file. This is the preferred method of creating a file over

appending the data to an existing file.

Click All exhibitors for item entry in selected departments.

Click Build by Department.

Click the All button to select all the departments.

Click Create/Append Exchange File button.

N o o bk~ e

Click Exit when the process is completed.
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Create Data Distribution File... Mate: Becauze the Department(z) ta Exchange list box iz Euit
Diata Exchange File Methad... multi-zelect, the best procedurs is to select all desired

e Departments to exchange at once and do a 'Clear and create

" Append data to existing file.

fs' Clear and create new file. If you decide to add other Department|z] to an existing file, pou
. : can zelect the new Department{z] and do an ippend data to
E shibitar E xchange Selection... exizting file’

" Esb. needed to support selected department]z]
o Al Exb. for ikem enty in selected department{z]

[rata Exchange File Level...
f+ Build by Departrent
" Build By Diviziohz

Select Departments to Exchange. ..

e Fng At Methods Records Included:

A Fine Arts .

F FF& DEPARTH L U |

H 4H DEFARTHENT Premium:

JJUNIOR SHOWS | iFS T
[Departments
| 0% [
Divizions
| 0% [
Clazzes
| 0% [
Items
| 0% [
Exhibitors

Mone | 0% | |

Ribbon Data

o]
o

Createtppend Exchange File | |

Figure 3. Create Data Distribution File

Copy the Data Exchange File

Click Go to > Distributed Data Processing > Exchange > Copy Files to USB
Flash Disk. The Sending Data Distribution File screen displays.

Insert the USB flash drive.

Click the Check USB Flash Disk button. The program searches for a valid USB
flash disk. The other buttons in the section are active when the disk passes the test.
Click the List Files button to be sure the disk does not have files on it. Files display
in the Files Found section.

Click the Clear USB Flash Disk button to delete files on the disk. The progress bar
shows 100% when completed.

Click the Copy Data Exchange File button. Wait for the progress bar to show
100% and the hourglass cursor to clear. The exchange file is copied to the USB
disk.
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Load the Data Exchange File

After copying the exchange file, take the USB flash disk to the slave computer to load

the data.
1. On the remote or slave computer, click Go to > Distributed Data Processing >
Exchange > Copy Files from USB Flash Disk. The Receive Data Distribution File

screen displays. See Figure 4.

Receive Data Distribution
File. . Return

Search for USE Flazh Dizk and Files | Exchange [load] Selected Files How

Select Exchange Files... Bisiies
File M ame From kachine | s

Thiz screen iz used to copy Heceived Data Distribution filez from
the Exchange Media to the Computer.

Mane |

Figure 4. Load Data Distribution File
2. Insert the USB flash disk.
3. Click Search for USB Flash Disk and Files. The file name and machine

description display in the Select Exchange Files to Load list.
4. Highlight the file.
5. Click the Exchange (Load) Selected Files button. The data exchange file is copied

to the hard drive. The progress bar shows 100% when completed.

[.‘,UEJEN Loading the file does not add the data to the program. Be sure to

process the file after it is loaded.
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6.

Process the Data Exchange File

Distributed Data Processing

Click the Return button.

Processing the file actually adds the data to the program.

1.

Click Go to > Distributed Data Processing > Process. See Figure 5.

Ex=change File[z] Found...
File N

Process Data Distribution
File(s]...

Select File(s] to Process. .

F

v Mo- Save filefz]

Process File[s]

Remowve File(z] after Proceszing?
Machine " Yes - Remove filefz)

E it

=
o

Record Test:

Record Key:

e

Time Stamp:

—

Field Count:

MHone |

Methods
Fremivrmns
[repartments
Divisions
Classes
Items
Exhibitors
Ribbon Data

Records

Feceived:

| INDTE: The "'Created"” and "Received"’ counts
{on the distibuted data files do not need to
match [in fact, rarely will] as the machine

— receiving the data may have recards newer
than those it iz processing or the return file may

— |c:0ntain new reconds.

[—

—

[—

—

Figure 5. Process Exchange File

2.

S

Highlight the exchange file.

Click No to delete the file after processing.

Click the Process Files button. The progress bar displays 100% when completed.

Click Exit.

Click Update Disk on the toolbar to ensure the newly loaded data is saved to the

hard drive.
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