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What Counts as Reading? 

Different kinds of print are structured to deliver information in unique ways. Use the 
list below to help you give true variety to your students’ reading.  

Labels 
1. Product name
2. Ingredients
3. Safety cautions
4. Directions for use
5. Company information
6. Approvals
7. Nutritional Information
8. Medical

Games and entertainment 
1. Board games and card games (traditional)
2. Instructions (see Rules and Procedures in

Manuals)
3. Trading-card games (Pokemon, YuGiOh,

Magic)
4. Sports cards
5. Role play manuals (see Manuals/Handbooks)
6. Sports score cards (see Tables)

Music 
1. Lyrics from songs
2. CD inserts
3. List of song titles (from CDs, etc.)
4. Sheet music, with and without lyrics.

Advertisements 
1. Magazine and newspaper advertisements
2. Want ads
3. Billboards
4. Pull-out ad sections in news and magazines
5. Catalogs
6. Brochures
7. Dot com Web sites (commercial ads)
8. Web banners
9. Posters
10. Flyers
11. Announcement/Invitation

Signs 
1. Words only
2. Picture plus words
3. Picture only

Financial transactions 
1. Receipts
2. Checks
3. Bills
4. Charge card slips

5. Online receipts
6. Shipping and handling charts

Manuals 
1. How-to books or sheets

a. Assemble or install
b. Diagnostics or schematics
c. Repair and maintenance
d. Make something work

2. Rules and procedures
3. Recipes
4. Handbook (for car, stereo, camera, appliances,

etc.)

Official documents 
1. Legal documents
2. Property documents (titles, deeds)
3. Certificates of birth/death/marriage
4. Church records (such as baptisms/marriages)
5. Grave stones

Articles 
1. Headings and subheadings (in articles)
2. Web links (between parts of an article, to

related material)
3. Pictures and vignettes to the side of the article

(magazines or the ‘newer’ textbook styles)
4. Small article (with only a single heading and

small amount of text underneath—as in small
news articles or Guinness Book of World
Records, or popular magazines like People, or
Encyclopedia entries).

5. Large article. Single heading and multiple
paragraphs or pages. With a ‘continued on’
break between pages—as in newspapers or
magazines with advertisements throughout.

6. URL (Internet address)
7. “Fact sheets” with info in lists or bullets
8. Reports of research data or findings
9. Weather report
10. Sections in newspapers and magazines (such

as ‘letters to editor’, regular features, local,
business, etc.)

Books 
1. Informational
2. Fiction
3. Verse and poetry
4. Chapters and paragraphs
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5. Chapters and subheadings
6. School textbooks
7. Picture books
8. Books with sections by different authors
9. Short story collection or anthology
10. Diaries and journals
11. Comic books
12. Comic strip collections
13. Photo-journalism
14. Coffee-table books
15. Book on CD/Tape/Podcast

Reference 
1. Index
2. Table of Contents
3. Page numbering (roman and arabic numerals)
4. Preface
5. Bibliography or references
6. Footnotes
7. Dictionary/Thesaurus entries
8. Phone book white and yellow pages
9. Encyclopedia entry (see Articles)
10. Search Engine main page
11. Search Engine ‘hit’ list
12. Topical “Links” pages on Web
13. Jacket or cover information
14. Author or source information

15. Almanac
16. Field Guide
17. Atlas
18. Glossary

Correspondence 
1. Informal personal letters
2. Formal business letters
3. e-mail
4. Text messaging/Instant messaging
5. Informal notes
6. Formal notes and messages
7. Giving directions

Tables, schedules, calendars 
1. Date books and planners (daily, weekly,

monthly, yearly formats)
2. Schedules of events
3. Regular schedules (such as air, train, bus)
4. Score sheets
5. Tally sheets
6. Weather reports
7. Stock tables

Visuals: Maps, diagrams, charts 

Lists (many kinds) 


