Department of Family and Consumer Sciences

Graduate Student Research Grant 
Program Instructions and Application
Purpose

To provide funds to support graduate student research.  
Award Description

The FCS Graduate Student Research Grant is given to defray research expenses such as study supplies, laboratory fees, equipment, participant remuneration, and publication fees. Funds may not be used to support travel or consulting fees. A maximum of $2,000 may be awarded, pending budget justifications, availability of funds, number of awards given, etc. Students may apply more than once, but may only receive a maximum of $2,000 total across all research funds awarded. 
Eligibility
The applicant must be one of the following:

· a currently enrolled graduate student in either the FCS master’s degree program or the Food Science and Human Nutrition master’s degree program in good standing within his or her program. 
· a recent (<1 year) graduate of either the FCS master’s degree program or the Food Science and Human Nutrition master’s degree program who needs funds to help defray publication costs.
Application Deadline

The application deadline for fall funding is April 1st and for spring/summer funding is November 1st. Applications should be sent electronically to the department head.

Application Instructions for Current Graduate Students
A. All application responses must reflect these formatting specifications: 


1. 12 point Times New Roman font
2. Single spaced
3. One inch margins

B. All applications must include the following items assembled into one PDF file.  The file should be named as follows:  Last Name of Applicant – First Name of Applicant – FCS Research Award Application
1. Application cover page (see page 3 of this document).  All information except for signatures should be typed.
2. Cover letter (one page or less) from the applicant, describing: 
a. Applicant’s career goals
b. How grant funds will further the applicant’s long–term career plans

c. How the proposed research will contribute to the existing field of knowledge 

3. A study proposal composed by the applicant in consultation with the applicant’s graduate or thesis mentor and include the following labeled subsections:

a. Description of the Proposed Research Objectives, including relevant background information and study justification (one page or less)

b. Description of the Study Design/Methods, including statistical analyses if applicable (two pages or less) 

c. Institutional Review Board Approval (for human research) or the Animal Care Committee (for research involving animal models) 

d. How Findings will be Disseminated (one half  page or less)
e. Detailed Budget with budget justification and other funding sources (one half page or less) 
f. References should be included, but are not counted within any page limitations. 
g. Study Timeline (one-half page) 
C. Applicant’s curriculum vitae (CV) or resume, not to exceed two pages.  The CV should document education, relevant work or volunteer experience, honors and awards, and publications, if applicable.
Application Instructions for Recent Graduates
A. All application responses must reflect these formatting specifications: 


1. 12 point Times New Roman font
2. Single spaced

3. One inch margins

B. All applications must include the following items assembled into one PDF file.  The file should be named as follows:  Last Name of Applicant – First Name of Applicant – FCS Research Award Application
1. Application cover page (see page 3 of this document).  All information except for signatures should be typed.
2. Cover letter (less than one page) from the applicant, describing: 

a. Applicant’s career goals

b. How grant funds will further the applicant’s long–term career plans

c. How the proposed or completed research will contribute to the existing field of knowledge 

3. A study description composed by the applicant in consultation with the applicant’s graduate or thesis mentor and include the following labeled subsections:

a. Research Abstract that describes the study and includes a brief introduction, methods, results, and discussion 
b. Publication Information including the journal name to which the article is being submitted and the date the article has been/is being submitted
c. Detailed Budget with budget justification and other funding sources (one half page or less) 
C. Applicant’s curriculum vitae (CV) or resume, not to exceed two pages.  The CV should document education, relevant work or volunteer experience, honors and awards, and publications, if applicable.

 Application Review Criteria 

· Only complete applications, which adhere to content and formatting requirements, will be reviewed.
· Strength of application
· Feasibility of the proposed project (timeline, budget, etc)
· Plan for dissemination of findings
Requirements 

· Grant funds will be released on or before the beginning of the semester requested. The funds will be disseminated through reimbursement requests submitted to the department’s accounting associate, Tracy Bennett.
· All unspent funds will revert to the department after which the student can reapply for the remaining funds.
· A progress report (less than 2 pages) must be submitted by two months following the end of the grant award semester and should describe: (a) work that has been completed, (b) work left to complete, and (c) timeline for finishing the project if applicable. 

· A final report (2 pages or less) submitted within 3 months of completion of the research study and including: (a) project abstract of 150- 300 words, (b) summary of key practical findings of interest to the FCS department (3 to 4 sentences maximum), and (c) how the information was disseminated or will be disseminated.
FCS Graduate Student Research Grant Application
Cover Page
	STUDENT


Name (First, Middle Initial, Last):

Home Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

Home Phone:

Email Address:

	STUDENT’S CURRENT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM


Area of Concentration:
	MAJOR PROFESSOR


Name (First, Middle Initial, Last):

Phone:

Email Address:
	SIGNATURES


Project Title: 
Applicant’s Signature: ______________________________          ___________________     ___ Date: ___________________________
Major Professor’s Signature: ______________________________________________________ Date: ___________________________
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