Novel 103.

Concerning the procounsul of Palestine.
(De proconsule Palaestinae.)

Written to Johannes, glorious Praetorian Prefect, the second time, exconsul and
patrician.
Preface.

We have already raised other presidents of provinces, who previously were
unimportant and were unable to do anything powerful, to a higher position, partly
giving them the rank of worshipful, partly raising the salary of them and their
counselors (assessors) and unofficial staff and bestowing all other things upon them
(belonging to persons of worshipful rank), including the right to hear appeals. We
gave some of them the honors of a proconsul, others those of the so-called count,
others those of a praetor, others those of a moderator, and by always devising
something that is distinguished we have shed a new luster upon our state. And the
metropolis Caesarea has come into our mind, the principal city of the first Palestine,
which ought to enjoy greater honors than the others, since it formerly had a
proconsul who governed it, but has been reduced from a superior to an inferior
rank. Formerly all of Palestine was combined, then was divided into three parts and
not even the proconsulship remained, but the office was reduced to what is called
the ordinary magistracy (to which only the title of honorable-clarissimus was
attached), although it (the city) is ancient and honored, both when it was first
established by Strato, from Greece, its founder, as well as when Vespasian, of
blessed memory, glorious emperor, father of Titus, of blessed memory—which
alone was a sufficient glory for him—gave it the name of the Caesars, it having been
previously called by the name of the tower of Strato, and bestowed that honor upon
it, because he there became emperor after his victories over the Jews. 1. We see,

moreover, that it is the capital city of a great and wonderful region, sheds lustre
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on theo stato because of the amount of taxes (that it pays) and
beoause'of ite eminence in devotion; the vrovince has noble o ties,
raises good oitizens, repletes with prescepts of wisdom, and famous
as priests, aend above all, in it the Oreator of all, our Lord Jesus
Christ, the word of God, Saviour of the whole human race, was seen

on earth and humbled Himself to assume our shape,

e. 1. Why should we not honor this oity and re-establish it as

a prooonsulate and give the right to the man who fills this office
to be and to be 6alled proconsul? We do this by this imperigl prag-
matic sanotion, which we want to be imown as the special law for
Caesarea, Ve make the man filling this magistraoy a proconsul,
grant him the right to bs enrolled among those that have the rank
of worshipful., He shall have all rights pertaining to such magis-
traoy, hear sll oases on a~peal that invelve up to ten pounds of
gold (%2160), to be brought before him Prom both of the Paleatinian
provinces, and he shall be powerful in all things sc that he msy be
able to better and more vigorously cearry cut our mandates. He may
use the ancient toge, a sizn of nobility, nsmely the purple garmant,
woar 3t on festal days, and glory in such hcnor, He shgll be at the
head of thet many oities snd have scldliers under him, and ghall do
everything that is advantagecus tc the fisc and to our subpots.

%e give him twenty-two pounds ($4752) of gold as a salary, which he
may divide among himself und his counselor (assessor) snd his offioisl
gtaff as he wishes, notifying us of the division made, 8o thst we
may oonfirm it by our pragmatic sanction, PFor we cannot tolerate

tc see him and his counselor receive the former scanty sslary and
hgve his official staff be without sid, though engaged in the labor
and peril of colleoting so mmech tribute, 14 shall, therefore, give
him willing help, collect the public tribute, and sbatain from asoc-
cepting gifts.
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Ce 2, The offioisting worahipful duke of the pluce shall have
nothing to do with civil ocasag ocr the anllecticn of public tridute,
but he himself (the prooconsul) shall decidse all private snd publie
cases, a8 otated, and he shall esgpeclally see to it that the publiec
tribute is paid without delay, snd tls ¢t he keeps his hands clean.

By observence of this precept, the worshipful Stephanus, who now

is the first (prosonsul) there, has met with our approval, and we
are persusded that, Judgingz from his psst setions, he will also
carry tnis out in the future, He shall, most of all, look after

the good behavior in the oities, and thut no pepular tumlts occur
therein. And it is algo to the special eredit of the above men-
tioned man (Stephanus), that when he received this nrovince - (which
he daid) for the specisl reason, among others, becasuss it was trcubled
with seditions on scoount of the diversity of religious beliefs -

he pagified it and libersted it from disturbance. 4ind we direct
him ¢$0 do this also in the future, and 1f anything of thmt sort
happeng in the second Psleatine, to enter 1% slso :nd quell the
disturbance, and perrit nothinz troublesore to be cormitted there -
there especlally - since we find that many turmlita have arisen there,
having no unimportant results,

G s If/ggyng:ggiere gtationed in the province, we shall slso
give them to him from among any of the troops of the brave soldiers,
as we deem proper, both as an ornament in the eities snd gor‘the
good conduct of those that live in the ocountry, es well ae for the
¢ollection of the tribute, 4And the irperisl pragmetie sanction
which was recently given hir oconocernings this, shall remain in foroce,
which forbids the worshipful duke and the illustrious master of the
soldiers to withiraw the scldiers who serve him, lest tumlts in

the oities be the result thereof - which will never happen if he
adrinisters the oivil maglietraoy, looks after the good behaviow of

thea subjleats. has military survort. and nunishesg anv dalinanannt an
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of the soldiers a8 well as the others by the alid of the former,
1, The pesitione of ths worshipful duke and the proconsulate shall
be entirely separate, The duke will bs st the head cf the scldiera -
the boundary scldiers and oconfederates snd other men in the provinoce
under arms, exoept the scldiers assigned to the proconsul; the pro-
consul will look after and have the care of civilians and civil af-
faires and the scldiers who serve him, But no one shall bve exempt
from the jurisdiction of the proconsul in connection w th the publie
tribute or a popular uprising, but he shall be at the head of all,
and govern all; no one shall resist his orders, and the originator
of a sedition will hot have the cpportunity to defreud the fiac or
infliot wrong on the aitiszens; nor can he set up any privilege of
aﬁ office or dignity or prieathood or of anything else, tut can
esoape punishment only beoause of his innccence. 2, These rights
then, have we, as stated, granted to this mgistrate, and we want
him, pursuvant to this imperisl pragmatic sanction, to uphold them
in perpetuity., And we direot that Your Sublimity, too, rust always
uphold them, and that 4n this manner (as heroin set forth), they
be insgribed as speclal directidns in your office, and that s11 the
people of Palestine may hereafter know that the right of a procon~
sulate has been returned to them, that they have a8 roconsul as
governor of the first Palestine as before, and thst he, ralsed
above the former arroganoe,(a) is endowed with greater honor, due
to the oity.

(a) Of others, who looxzed dowr on the governor hecause of his

inferior station.

3pilofgué. Your Sublimity will zealously oarry this, our will, de-
clared by this irmperisl pragmatic sanotion and special law, into
force snd effect.

Given July 1, 536,



