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An edict in regard to artisans.
(Bdlotum de congtitutione artificum.)

7 Eafert

Preface. We have learned that after the chastisement, which God,

in his oclemeney, visitad upon men, (a) those who carry on business and
artisans and the workmen of the varicus trades rmd farmers and seamen,
ingtead of becomdng better, have been bent upon avariece and sre deo-
manding double and triple price and ocompensation eoritzary to ancient
usage. |

(a) Reference is made to the pestilence of Detober, 541, which

laeted four months.

e. 1. It has, sccordingly, pleased us to forbid such avarice, on
the part of anyone, by an imperial edist, and hereafier no merchant,
farmer or artisan in any trade, business or farming, shall demsnd any
price or compensation greater than asccording to the ancient cusfom.
We, morsover, direet that those who measure building-work, farm work
or other work shall not allow a greater amount to the workmen, tut
shall observe the ancient cuatom. This 8hall be obaerved slso Ly .
those who let out any work, or undertake any on aontraet. We do no§
pormit that more shall be paid them than the amount aocording to custom.
Everyone mist know that those who demand more than is allowed under the
anglent eunstom, will be compelled to pay three times the amount there-
of into the fise, if it appears that he has received or given more than
the amount fixed in the beginning.

ile . Wo direct Your Sublimity and the glorious prefect of this
fortunate eity %o examine into and punish theme violationa., We want
you to ¢ollest the fine that 1s fixed, from thoss who violate this con-

gtitution and punish them. Xnd a fine of five pounds of gold ($1080)

hangs over your omehl staffs, 1f they negleet any of the provisions

made by us.
81 von ¥arch 23, b44. Hote,

The ediot of Dicocletian in which he attempted to fix prieces on
everything is well known, and so is the fast that he Gismally failea
in his undertaking.



