Novel 161.

Concerning presidents.
{De praesididus.)

Headno te,

This novel deals mainly with two things; (1) the subject of
purchase money of the office (suffragium), dealt with particularly
in Novel 8, appended to C. 1,38, and (2) with the subjesct dealt
with in C. 1,49, and Noewvel 95 there appended, that the governor
should not leave for fifty days after retirement from office.

Preface.

The greatest zocd does not oconeist cnly of the enactment of
proper laws, but also in diligently upholding those that have been
pasased, carrying them into effect snd subjecting to punishrent those
who violate them. For of what use are lawe if they merely exiat in
words without our subjests having the benefit or effect tle reof?

We know that the emperor, in carefully looking after his subjects,
has often provided, that the presidents of provinces should receive
their office free, 80 that, holding it while their hanis are clean,
they may treat cur subjeots Justly and equitably and the fisc may
flourish while our subjeots are kept from harm. But this has been
gradually forgotten through the undridled avarioce of those who

bought rather than received the magistrscles.

6. 1. But we, renewing the laws enact~d eoncerning these mat-
ters, ordain that the magistracy shall be held only by thoes who
are outs@inding by reason of their gcod name, have exhibited the
greatest oare in administering Justice, who receive the office,
moreover, without any glft or largess, preserve ocur subjects from
damage or harm, and diligently colleet the pudlic tribute. They
and their councilors (assessores), md clerks (cancellarii) and

rrivate guardsmen (domesticl) and everyone else under them must
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not extort anything_from the subjecots, if they do not want to
repay fourfold, as the laws say, of the arount which they received,
but they must be content with what the f£iso and the lawe have as-
signed to them. 1. Purther, when thelr term of office is up, they
miat tublicly remain (in the provinece) for fifty days, as vrovided
by law, snd answer those who want to sue them. If the sult (that ‘
may be brought) has not been finished within thease fifty days, they
may appoint a proourator, if the suit ie oivil; Wt they must remain
t111 the termination of the suit, 1f it is oriminal; and the judge
{in such ocase), whether a maglstrate or appointed dy the prefect,
will be fined ten pounds of gold (%2160), if he does nct terminate
the case within twenty days after it is comrenced, the case proceed-
ing in the menner aforesaid. 2. If any of them (the presidents),
troudbled by a bad conscience, secretly flee and take refuge in a
holy edifice, they shall be shorn of their property, which shall be
¢ivided among these who were wronged, in scocordance with lsw amd in
proporticn to the wrong, as shown by the records (heretofore) msde
eoncerning such matters by one (the complaining) party, according
to the provigion hsretofcre made.(a) 3. Proviaions for the bene=-
£it of subjects shall remain in foree, and the vrovisicns rightly
made by the emperor concerning presidents for the benefit of the
subjects shall slso remain in force. HHoreover, as we punish those
who 8in in this manner, 80 also we compel those who, through this
occasion, receive anything contrary to what has been forbidden, from
our subjeats, to restare the same fourfold.

Note.

(a) Novel 128, 6. 23, (appended to &, 1,40), provided that the
party wronged shculd deolare his damage, and have g record made there-
of, and "the damaged persons shall be indemifiad out of the proyperty
of the party againat whom auch record is magde.” Thig record was made
one-3idedly, that is to say, by the party wronged, and it is this

provigion tc which reference is here mde.
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c. 2, And we were induced to make these orders because we con-
gidered the prosperity and welfare of our subjescts of greater im-
portance than the income that would accrue therefroem (i.e. the fees
to be paid by the presidemts) to the state. For alonz with the

~ gifts to magistrates, we have also abolished the purchase roney of
the office (suffragia), which were customarily paid into the imperial
treasury, snd which amounted tc a large sum of money, so that the
gtate may also in this way enjoy a condition of well-being and re-
turn to a state of prosperity, released from payments which some
time ago were devised by socme to 1ts detrimemt. TPor the great aim
of Our Majesty is that the provinces may live under zcod laws, have
protection and enjoy justice at the hands of the president, and
that they pay their publie tribute witrocut troutle. For the state
cannot be properly preserved, unless the taxes, religiously dus,
are pald, by means of which the army, nourighed thereby, resist the
eneny and defends the country distriocts anmd the olities, and so th:t
the remaining orders may receive the porticn thereof ssaigned ¢o
them, and s0 that walls and oities may be rastored, and so that
everything else may be done which is for the ocrmon benefit of the

sudbjects.

ilogue.

Your Glory will publish this our will, declared by this
law, in the customary placee in thie fortunste city, and will eend
it to the provinces by the customary mndstes, s0o that all mgy know
how much we have at heart that the fisc and our subjeocts be kept
from harnm,

Gi ven November (or Degembdar) 574.



