EQUIPMENT BASICS

There are seemingly endless options for equipment and none of them are perfect. Here are some thoughts for both electric and upright players.

Amplifiers

Usually, the school provides the amplifier. Upright and electric basses have unique sound reinforcement requirements and it is difficult to find one amp that fits all needs.
	Must haves
	Good to have
	Don’t bother, they only complicate life

	150+ watts of power

12+ inch speaker

1 input (most come with 2, high impedance and low)

3 tone controls; high, mid, and low 
	Monitor out (for running an extension speaker)

Direct out (for running directly to a board)

Headphone out
	Effects sends

Chorusing

Graphic EQ




Electric Basses

Models run from $250 to infinity. 

	Must haves
	Good to have
	Don’t bother, they only complicate life

	4 strings

1 volume knob

1 tone knob

1 set of pick-ups (p-bass)

A decent strap

Neck adjustment rod

Hard case for storage/travel
	Strap locks

2 sets of pick-ups (j bass)

Off switch

Soft case for daily use
	3+ knobs

5 or more strings


Upright Bass Pick-ups

Many models available. The most common are:

Fishman Transducer, paddles fit over the bridge, quite noisy, most affordable.

Underwood, paddles fit in the bridge, affordable, quite bright.

Realist, a bit more expensive, transducer fits under the bridge feet, easy to use. Can stay on permanently.

Bass Strings

For electric bass

Two basic kinds, flat wounds for an upright bass sound, and round wounds for a brighter, rock sound. Should be replaced annually.

For upright bass

Hybrid or pizzicato strings have quite a bit of punch. Should be replaced every few years.

Companies to know:

www.lemur-music.com
everything for bassists

www.musiciansfriend.com
everything, period
