
September 2009 

www.uwyo.edu/music 
musicdpt@uwyo.edu 

(307) 766-5242 

Happy Jacks to China 

The Happy Jacks male a cappella group will be traveling 

to China at the invitation of Arts and Science Dean 

Oliver Walter and Anne Alexander, Head of                

International Studies.  This 13 member group has        

developed a following in Laramie and statewide for their 

innovative vocal arrangements and connection with     

audiences.  The trip is Oct 16-25, and the group will sing 

for International Arts Festival and celebration for the 55th 

anniversary of our sister institution, Shanghai Normal 

University.  The group is appreciative of support from 

President Tom Buchanan, College of Arts and Sciences, 

International Studies and the Department of Music for 

this trip.  Heidi Schutterle of Mountain Valley Properties 

has also been a wonderful supporter of this trip. 
 

The Happy Jacks have presented a number of workshops in schools. They feel that their special mission is to 

promote male singing in public schools and at UW. 

Pictured: From left to right, (top row) Caleb Robinson,            

Erik Stratton, Ian Miller, Griffin Murphy, JC McCann;      

(bottom row) Jeffrey Gonda, Aaron Herrera, Michael Morgan, 

Jacob Humphrey, Westin Grabow 

Phase Class 15 Years 

The largest major in the Department of Music is Music Education. These future teachers take Elementary and 

Secondary Methods (known as the Phase Class) as seniors.  Dr. Kate McKeage and Dr. David Brinkman 

have been co-teaching this class since 1995, and currently have their 15th year of ñphasers.ò  This means 

there are over 150 music teachers in the state and region that have graduated from UW in the past 15 years. 

New Faculty for 2009-2010 

Dr. Scott Meredith,  

Assistant Professor 

of Trumpet 

Dr. Brad Williamson,  

Director of the Western 

Thunder Marching Band 

James Bowyer,  

Director of Bel Canto and 

Civic Choirs 
Jason Johnston, 

French Horn Studio 



Greetings from Department Chair 

It is a pleasure to present news from the UW Department of Music. 

We are excited to get the academic year under way, and I believe we 

have a terrific bunch of students, faculty and staff.   I am constantly 

amazed by the wonderful musical events that these folks produce.  

There are over 100 concerts and recitals presented by the Department 

every year. 

 

Need information on concerts and events?  Please visit our website or 

call 766-5242 

http://www.uwyo.edu/Music  

 

Many of you have made generous donations to the                          

Department of Music in the past months.  Donors help us do some of 

the ñextrasò that help our students. Here are some examples of the 

support from our ñspecial friendsò for our department and students. Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Faculty Recital Series Fund, Groathouse Construction, Gary Linford and Shirley Pfeifer 

Happy Jacks. Heidi Schutterle/Mountain Valley Properties 

Brodersen Family Fund, Bryan and Evelyn Brodersen 

Gamelan and World Music Fund, Rod and Sandy Garnett 

Dale & Ruth Hylton Piano Fund 

John and Esther Clay, Excellence Fund for Students 

A. Vonola Clary Excellence Fund in Music 

Wagner Memorial Scholarship 

Gwen Denton Scholarship 

 

We were saddened by the passing of Dr. Edgar Lewis this past summer.   Edgar taught in the          

Department of Music from 1947-87, and was director of the Laramie Municipal Band for over        

50 years.   For decades, Ed contributed to the cultural live of UW and Laramie.  His presence will be 

missed.  Ed and Rosalie established the Edgar Lewis Scholarship fund, which continues to accept do-

nations.  Gifts to this fund can be sent to the Department of Music. 

 

We will be featuring our talented faculty in our Faculty Recital Series this year.  There will be 15 

concerts spread throughout the year with a variety of vocal and instrumental combinations of some 

stunning music.    I hope you can attend! 

 

    --Dr. David Brinkman, Chair, Department of Music. 

http://www.uwyo.edu/Music


Faculty and Staff Awards and Accomplishments 
 

Jim Przygocki, national ASTA board;  President-elect American String Teachers Association, 

Wyoming chapter; President, Rocky Mountain Viola Society. 

Mike Griffith, President-elect and member of the Executive Committee of the Board of            

Directors, Conductors Guild 

David Brinkman, VP of NASM region III 

Kate McKeage, David Brinkman and Jim Przygocki, WMEA Executive Board 

Scott Turpen, Executive Board member and Treasurer for the North American Saxophone         

Alliance 

Kate McKeage president-elect of Wyoming Music Educators Association 

Steve Barnhart, Treasurer, Wyoming Chapter, Percussive Arts Society 

Jennifer Turpen, Editor, The Saxophone Symposium-Journal of the North American Saxophone 

Alliance 

Nicole Lamartine, American Choral Directors Association, President-Elect, Wyoming State  

chapter 

Theresa Bogard CASE Wyoming Professor of the Year 

Kate McKeage Top Ten Teacher 

Theresa Bogard Wyoming Arts Council Performing Arts Fellowship 

Leslie Gallagher College of Arts & Sciences Student Council Award to an A&S Staff Member 

Recognizing Outstanding Student Service 

Theresa Bogard and Nicole Lamartine Thumbs Up Award 

 Robert Belser ñTop Profò Award, UW Mortar Board 

Mark Sheridan-Rabideau was selected for the Quincy Jones Music Consortium 

Theresa Bogard will be on sabbatical for the 2009-2010 academic year.   

Bob Belser will be on sabbatical for the spring 2010 semester. 

UW Vocal Arts Area faculty Prof. Maureen Sorensson 

(soprano), Dr. Nicole Lamartine (soprano), and Dr. Katrina 

Zook (alto) are founding members of the fresh aire trio, an    

a cappella ensemble specializing in repertoire from the          

Medieval and Renaissance periods. Additionally the trio sings 

standard arrangements from opera and oratorio, cowgirl songs 

from the western plains, folk hymns, and arrangements of  

contemporary songs. The trio recently toured western      

Wyoming where they performed and gave choral clinics in 

Lyman, Cokeville, Afton, and Jackson Hole. They have also 

teamed with the Laramie-based R&B band, Basmati, and have 

performed for various events including the Hilton Inn's New 

Year's Eve celebration, the Laramie BrewFest, and the UW 

Football Kick-Off Street Dance.  
 

The fresh aire trio is available for performances and clinics throughout the state and region 

(trio@uwyo.edu). 

fresh aire trio 

Pictured: Dr. Nicole Lamartine, Prof. Maureen Sorensson, 

and Dr. Katrina Zook 

mailto:trio@uwyo.edu
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             Department of Music  
Contribution Form 

Name ___________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name (if joint gift) __________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________  State _______  Zip_________________ 

Home Phone _________________   Email______________________________ 

I would like to make a gift of $ _____________   

     for the Department of Music in the form of a 

     Ǐ  Check, payable to the UW Foundation  

     Ǐ  Credit Card _____________________________________ exp. ________ 

     Ǐ  Please send me information about planned giving. 

     __________________________________________________ 

     Signature, required for credit card submissions 

If you would like your donation to support study within an particular area or 

instrument, please indicate: _________________________________________   

 * Please make check payable to UW Foundation 

 * All gifts are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

 * Many companies and firms have matching gift programs for their  

    employers, employees, spouses and board members.  Please check with   

    your human resources or community relations department for more     

    information. Thank you for your support! 
 

Return this form with your gift to:  

University of Wyoming Foundation 

Dept. 3963 

1000 East University Avenue 

Laramie, WY 82071 

 NO6MU 

www.uwyo.edu/foundation 

or 

Request for Alumni Information 

Please send any information about yourself, 

including your name and class year, that 

you would like to have included in the next 

newsletter to: 

 

High Notes 

University of Wyoming  

Department of Music 

Dept. 3037 

1000 East University Avenue 

  Laramie, WY 82071 

  or 

  Fax: 307.766.5326 

Email: musicdpt@uwyo.edu 

http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/Foundation/

