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HE Lafe of Milton has been already

written m fo many forms, and with
fuch minute enquiry, that I might perhaps
more properly have contented myfelf with
the addition of a few notes to Mr. Fenton’s
clegant Abridgement, but that a new narra-
tive was thought neceflary to the uniformity
of this edition.

JOHN MILTON was by birth a gen-
tleman, defcended from the proprictors of
Milton near Thame 1n Oxfordfhire, one of
whom forfeited his eftate in the times of
York and Lancafter. Which fide he took I

know not; his detcendant inherited no vene-
ration for the White Rofe,

His
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His grandfather John was keeper of the
foreft of Shotaver, a zealous papift, who dif:
inherited his fon, becaufe he had forfakes
the religion of his anceftors

His father, John, who wis thé fon dif:
inherited, had recourfe for his fupport to the
profeflion of a f{crivenet. He was a man
eminent for his fkill 1n mufick, mifiy of his
compolitions being ftill to be found; and his
teputation .ini his profeflion was fuch, that
he grew rich, and retired to an eftate. He
had pr’obably more than common litemturc;
as his fon addrefles him. in one of his moft
elaborate Latin pocms:  He married- a gentles
woman of the name of Cafton, a Welfh: fa:
mily, by whom he liad two fons, John the
poet, and Chriftopher who ftudicd the law,
and adhered, as the law taught him, to the
King’s party, for which he was awhile pers
{fecuted ; but Haviig, by hisbrother's intefeft;
obtained permiflion to live in qtiiet; he fup:
ported himfelf by chamber=pradtice; till, foon
after the aceeffion of King James; he was
knighte({ and made 4 Judge ; but; his confts-
tution being too weak for bufinefs, he retired

hefore
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hefore any difreputable compliances became
neceflary.

He had likewife a daughter Anne, whom
he married with a confiderable fortune to
Edward Philips, who came from Shrewibury,
and rofe 1 the Crown-office to be fecondary :
by hun fhe had two {fons, John and Edward,
who were educated by the poet, and from
whom 15 derived the only authentick account
of his domeftick manners,

John, the poet, was born in his father’s
houfe, at the Spread-Eagle in Bread-fireet,
Dec. 9, 1603, between fix and {even in the
morning. His father appears to have been
very folicitous about his education; for he
was inftru&ted at firft by private tuition ua-
tler the care of Thomas Young, who was af-
terwards chaplain to the Englith merchants
at Hamburgh ; and of whom we have rcalon:
to think well, fince his {cholar confidered him

s worthy of an epiftolary Elegy.

He was then fent to St. Paul’s School, un=
der the care of Mr. Gill; and removed, in

the
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 the begmnmg of his fixteenth year, to ChrifYs - ﬂ
College in Cambndge, where he entered 3
fizar, Feb. 12, 1624.

He was at this tune eminently fkilled in
the Latin tongue; and he himfelf, by an. -
nexing the dates to his firft compoﬁtlons, a
boaft of which the learned Politian had given *
him an example, feems to commend the ear- .
linefs of his own proficiency to the notice of -
pofterity. But the products of his vernal
fertility have been furpafled by many, and
particularly by his contemporary Cowley.
Of the powers of the mind 1t 15 difficult to
form an eftimate : many have excelled Mil-

ton in their firft eflays, who never rofe to
works like Paradife Lofi.

" At fifteen, a date which he ufes till he is:
fixteen, he tranflated or verfified two Pfalms,
114 and 136, which he thought worthy of
the publick eye; but they raife no great ex-
peftations: they would m any numerous
{chool have obtained praife, but not. excited
wonder., . | |

Man}
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~ Many of his Elegies appear to have been
written in his eighteenth year, by which it
appears that he had then read the Roman
authors with very nice difcernment. I once
heard Mr. Hampton, the tranflator of Poly-
bius, remark what I think is true, that Mil-
ton was the firft Enghithman who, after the
revival of letters, wrote Latin verfes with
claffick elegance. If any exceptions can be
made, they are very few : Haddon and A{cham,
the pride of Elizabeth’s reign, however they
may have {ucceeded 1n profe, no fooner ate
tempt verfes than they provoke derifion, If
we produced any thing worthy of notice be-
fore the elegies of Milton, it was perhaps

Alabafter’s Roxana.

Of the exercifes which the rules of the
Univerfity required, {fome were publithed by
him in his maturer years. 'They had been
undoubtedly applauded ; for they were fuch
as few can perform: yet there is reafon to
{ufpect that he was regarded in his college
with no great fondnefs. That he obtained
no fellowthip 1s certain ; but the unkindnefs
with which he was treated was not merely

VorL.I. K negative.
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negative, Iam afhamed to relate what I feay
15 true, that Milton was the laft ftudent iy
either univerfity that {uffered the publick in-
dignity of corporal corredtion.

[t was, in the violence of controverfil
hoftility, obje&ed to him, that he was ex-
pelled : this he fleadily denies, and it was
apparently not true; but it feems plan from
his own verfes to Diodati, that he had in-
curred Ruflication; a temporary difmuffion
into the country, with perhaps the lofs of 2

term .

Jam nec arundiferum mihi cura revifere Camum,
Nec dudum vetiti me laris angit amor ;

Nec duri libet ufque minas perferre magiftri,
Cxteraque mgenio non {ubcunda mee.

I cannot find any meaning but this, which
even kindnefs and reverence can give to the
verm, wetiti laris, ¢ a habitation from which
““ he 15 excluded 3™ or how exile can be other-
wiic interpreted.  He declares yet more, that
he 15 weary of enduring the threats of a rigo-
rous maffer, and fomething elfe, which a temper
fike bis cannot undergo.  'What was more than

threat was cvidently punithment. This poem,
whicly
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which mentions his exile, proves likewife that

it was not perpetual; for 1t concludes with
1 refolution of returning {ome time to Cams

bridge.

He took both the ufual cieg'rces; that of
Batchelor 11 1628, and that of Mafter 1n
16323 but hie left the univerfity with no
kindnefs for its wftitution, alienated either
by the 1njudicious feverity of his governors;
or his owrt captious petverfenefs.  The caufe
cannot now be known, but the effe& appcars
in his writings, His fcheme of education,
infcribed to Hartlib, fuperfedes all academi-
cal inftruétion, being mtended to comprife
the whole time which men ufuvally {pend
literature, fror thetr entrance upon grammar,
till they proceed, as it is called, maflers of arts.
Aud in his Difcovite on the likelieff Way 10 re-
move Hirelings out-of the Church, he inge-
moudly propoles; that the profits of the lands
Jorfeited by the act for fuperflitious nfes, fhould
be applied to fuch aca: cmivs all over the land,
where longunges and drts may be taught 19ge-
thery fo that ysuth may be at once brouglt up
to a competency of learning and an honof} tracr,
by sobich medns fuch of them as bad the gift,

r
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boing enabled o fupport themfelves (withous
tithes) by the latter, may, by the belp of the
formier, become worthy preacbers.

One of his objcctions to academical edu-
cation, as it was then ‘conducted, 1s, that
men defigned for orders m the Church werc
permitted to at plays, writhing and unboning
their clergy limbs to all the antick and difbonef
geflures of Trincalos, buffoons and bawds, pro-
fhtuting the fhame of that wniftry which they
bad, or were near baving, to the eyes of cour
tiers and couri-ladies, ther grosms and made-

ot felles. ,

This 15 fufficiently peevith m a man, who,
when he mentions lus exile from the college,
relates, with great luxuriance, the compen-
Lation which the pleatures of the theatre af-
tord him.  Plays were thercfore only crimi-
nal when they were alted by academicks.

He went to the univerfity with a defign of
entering wto the church, but 1 time altered
his mund ; for he declared, that whoever be-
came a clereyman muft ¢ {ubfcribe flave, and
“ take an oath wichal, which, unlefs he took

2 ¢ yyith
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« with a confcience that could retch, he muft
« ftraght perjure himfelf. He thought it
« better to prefer a blamelefs filence before
«« the office of {peaking, bought and begun

¢« with fervitude and forfwearing.”

Thefe expreflions are, T find, applied to
the {ubfcription of the Articless but it fecms
more probable that they relate to canonical
obedience. I know not any of the Articles
which {fecm to thwart his opinions ;. but the
thouglits of abedience, whether canonical or
avil, raifed his indignation.

His unwillingnefs to engage in the mi-
mftry, perhaps not yet advanced to a {ettled
refolution of declining 1t, appears in a letter
to one of his friends, who had reproved his
fufpended and dilatory life, which he feems
to have mmputed to an ifatiable curiofity,
and fantaftick luxury of various knowledge.
To this he writes a cool and plaufible an{wer,
i which he endeavours to perfuade him that
the delay proceeds not from the delights of
defultory ftudy, but from the defire of ob-
raining more fitnefs for his tafk ; and that he

K 3 gocs
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goes on, not taking tiought of being late, fo i3
give advantage to be more fis.

When he left the univerfity, he returned
to his father, then refiding at Horton i
Buckinghamfhire, with whom he lived five
years; 1 which time he 1s {aid to have read
all the Greek and Latin writers, 'With what
limitations this univerfality 15 to be under-
ftood, who fhall inform us?

It might be {fuppofcd that he who read fo
much fhould have done nothing elfe; but
Milton foynd time to write the Mafque of
Comus, which was prefented at Ludlow, then
the refidence of the Lord Prefident of Wales,
m 1634 ; and had the honour of beimng acted
by the Ead of Bridgewater’s {fons and daugh-
ter. The fittion is derived from Homer’s
Circe; but we never can refufe to any mo-
dern the hberty of borrowing from Homer :

—2a quo ceu fonte perenni
Vatum Piernis ora rigantur aquis.

His next production was Lydidas, an elegy,
written 1n 1637, on the death of Mr. King,
the
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F 4

the fon of Sir John King, fecretary for Ire-
fand in the time of Elizabeth, James, and
Charles. King was much a favourite at
Cambridge, and many of the wits joined to
do honour to his memory. Milton’s acquain-
tance with the Itallan writers may be difco-
vered by a mixture of longer and fhorter
verfes, according to the rules of Tufcan
poctry, and his malignity to the Church by
fome lines which are interpreted as threatens

g 1ts extermination.

He 1s fuppofed about this time to have
written his Arcades; for while he lived at
Horton he ufed {fometimes to {teal from his
ftudies a few days, which he {pent at Hare-
field, the houfe of the countefs dowager of
Derby, where the Arcades made part of a

dramatick entertammment.

He began now to grow weary of the coun-
try ; and had fome purpofe of taking cham-
bers in the Inns of Court, when the death of
his mother {et him at hiberty to travel, for
which Le obtained his father’s confent, and
Sir Henry Wotton’s direftions, with the ce~

Icbrated precept of prudence, 7 penfieri firetts,
K 4. ed
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ed i/ vifo [eiolto 5 ¢ thoughts clofe, and looks
¢¢ loofe ?

In 1638 he left England, and went firft tq
Paris : where, by the favour of Lord Scuda-
more, he had the opportunity of vifiting Gro-
tius, then refiding at the French court as
ambaflador from Chriftina of Sweden. From
Paris he hafted into Italy, of which he had
with particular diligence {tudied the language
and literature; and, though he feems to
have intended a very quick perambulation of
the country, ftaid two months at Florence; ,
where he found his way into the academies,
and produced his compofitions with fuch ap-
plaufe as appears to have exalted him in his
own opinion, and confirmed him in the hope,
that, « by labour and intenfe ftudy, which,”
fays he, “Itake to be my portion in this
¢ life, joined with a ftrong propenfity of nas
6 tui'e, he might leave fomethimg {o written
“ to after-tuncs, as they {hould not wﬂlmgly
¢ et 1t die.”

It appears, i all his writings, that he
had the ufual concomitant of great abili-
tles, a lofty and ﬁmdy confidence in him{elf,

perhapu
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perhaps not without fome contempt of
others 3 for {carcely any man ever wrote {o
much, and praifed {fo few. Of his praife he
was very frugaly as he fet its value high,
and confidered his mention of a name as a
fecurity againft the wafte of time, and a cer-
tain prefervative from oblivion.

At Florence he could not indeed com-
plain that his merit wanted diftin¢tion. Carlo
Dati prefented him with an encomiaftick in-
fcription, in the tumid lapidary ftyle ; and
[Francint wrote him an ode, of which the
firft ftanza 1s only empty noife; the reft are
nerhaps too diffufe on common topicks ; but
the laft 1s natural and beautiful,

From Florence he went to Sienna, and
from Stenna to Rome, where he was again
received with kinduefs by the Learned and
the Great. Holftenius, the keeper of the
Vatican Library, who had refided three
vears at Oxtord, introduced him to Cardinal
Barbermu; and he, at a mufical entertain-
ment, waited for him at the door, and led
him by the hand into the aflembly. Here
Slvaggr prafed him n a diftich, and Sal-

fill1
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il in a tetraftick ; neither of them of much
value, ‘The Italians were gamners by thig
literary commerce ; for the encomiums with
which Milton repaid Salfilli, though not fe-
cure againft a ftern grammaran, turn the
balance indifputably in Milton’s favour.

Of thefe Italian teftimonies, poor as they
arc, he was proud enough to publith them
before his poems ; though he fays, he cannot
be fufpetted but to have known that they

were {aid non tam de fe, quam [upra fe.

At Rome, as at Florence, he {taid only two
months ; a tune mdeed {ufficient, if he de-
{ired only to ramble with an explainer of 1ts
antiquities, or to view palaces and count
pictures ; but certainly too thort for the con-
templation of learning, policy, or man-
ners.

From Rome he pafled on to Naples, m
company of a hermit; a companion from
whom little could be expeted, yet to him
Milton owed his 1ntroduction to Manfo mar-
quis of Villa, who had been before the patron
of Taffo. Manfo was enough delighted with

hlb
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his accomplithments to honour him with a
orry diftich, in which he commends him for
every thing but his religion ; and Milton, 1n
cturn, addreffed him 1n a Latin poem,
which muft have raifed an high opinion of
Englith elegance and literature.

His purpofe was now to have vifited Sicily
and Greece; but, hearing of the differences
between  the king and  parliament, he
thought 1t proper to haften home, rather than
pafs his life 1 foreign amufements while his
countrymen were contending for their rights.
He therefore came back to Rome, though
the merchants mformed him of plots laid
wanit him by the Jefuits, for the liberty of
his converfations on religion.  He had fenfe
enough to judge that there was no danger,
and therefore kept on his way, and ated as
before, neither obtruding nor fhunning con-
troverly. He had perhaps given fome oftence
by vifiting Galileo, then a prifoner in the
Inquifition for philofophical herefy; and at
Naples he was told by Manfo, that, by his
declarations on  religious queftions, he had
cxcluded  himfelf from {ome diftinions
which he fhould otherwife have paid him.

But

)
xJ
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But fuch condud, though it did not pleafe,
was yet {fufficiently fafe; and Milton ftaid
two months more at Rome, and went on tq
Florence without moleftation,

From Florence he vifited Lucca. He afs
terwards went to Venice ; and, having {ent
away a colleCtion of mufick and other books,
travelled to Geneva, which he probably con-
fidered as the metropolis of orthodoxy. Here
he repofed, as 1 a congenial element, and
became acquainted with John Diodatr and
Frederick Spanheim, two learned profeflors
of Divinity, From Geneva he pafled through
France ; and came home, after an abience
of a year and three months,

At his return he heard of the death of
his friend Charles Diodati; a man whom it
15 reafonable to fuppofe of great merit, {ince
he was thought by Milton worthy of a poem,
tituled, Epiapbinie Damonis, written with
the common but cluldith 1mitation of paftoral
life.

He now hired a lodging at the houfe of
one Ruflel, a taylor m St. Bride’s Church-
yard,
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yard, and undertook ‘the education of John
and Edward Philips, his fifter’s fons. Find-
ing his rooms too little, he took a houfe and
garden 1n Alder{gate-ftreet, which was not
then fo much out of the world as 1t 15 now3
and chofe his dwelling at the upper end of a
paflage, that he might avoid the noife of the
ftreet. Here he recetved more boys, to be

boarded and nftruéed.

Let not our vencration for Milton forbid
us to look with fome degree of merriment on
great promifes and fmall performance, on
the man who haftens home, becaufe his
countrymen are contending for their liberty,
and, when he reaches the {cene of action,
vapours away his patrioti{fm n a private board=
ing-fchool.  this is the period of his life
from which all his biographers {feem inclined
to fh..iek,  They are unwilling that Milton
thould be degraded to a {chool-mafter ; but,
fince 1t cannot be denied that he taught boys,
one finds out that he taught for nothing, and
another that his motive was only zeal for the
propagation of learning and virtue; and all
tell what they do not know to be true, only
to excufe an act which nowife man will con-

fider
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fider as in itfelf difgraceful. His father wag
alive ; his allowance was not ample; and le
fupplied its dehciencies by an honeft and ufe.
ful employment.

It 15 told, that mn the art of education he
performed wonders ; and a formidable ht is
owen of the authors, Greek and Latin, that
were read o Alderfoate-ftreet, by youth
between ten and fitteen or {ixteen vears of
age.  Thofe who tcll or recetve theie ftores
thould confider that nobody can be taught
tafter thao he can learn.  The {peed of the
horfeman muft be limited by the power of
his horfe.  Iivery man, that has ever under-
taken to mftruct others, can tell what flow
advances he has bzen able to make, and how
nuch patience 1t requires to recall vagrant
wattentton, to thmulate fluggith inciierence,
and to redtity ablurd mifapprehenfion.

The purpofe of Milton, 35 it fecms, was
ro teach fomething more felid than the com-
fijon [iterature ot Schools, by reading thol
authors that treat of phyfical fubjedts 5 fucl
a3 the Georgick, and aftrononical treatifes of
rhie afwents. This was a tchenie of improves

menr



ment which feems to have bufied many li-
terary projectors of that age.  Cowley, wha
had more means than Milton of knowing
what was wanting to the embellithments of

lite, formed the {fame plan of educaticn in his
imaginarj College. |
.

But the truth 1s, that the knowledge of
external nature, and of the fciences which
that knowledge requires or includes 1s, not
the great or the frequent bufinefs of the hu-
man mind. Whether we provide for a&tion
or converfation, whether we with to be ufe-
tul or pleafing, the firft requilite 15 the religi-
ous and moral knowledge of right and wrong ;
the next is an acquaintance with the hiftory
of mankind, and with thole examples which
may be fud to embody truth, and prove by
evonts the reafonablenefs of opintons.  Pru-
dence and Juftice are virtues, and excellen-
ces, of all times and of all places; we are
perpetually moralifts, but we are geometri-
cuans only by chance.  Our intercourfe with
intelleCtual nature is neceflary ; our f{pecula-
tons upon matier are voluntar}*, and at Iei-
fure,  Phyfical knowledge is of fuch rare

emergence, that oe man may know ano-

ther
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ther half his Iife without being able to eft.
~mate his fkill in hydroftaticks or aftronomy;
but his moral and prudential charalter ims
mediately appears.

T'hofe authors, therefore, are to be read at
{chools that {fupply moft axioms of prudence,
moft principles of moral truth, and moft
materials for converfation; and thefe pur-
pofes are belt ferved by pocts, orators, and
hiftorians.

Let me not be cenfured for this digreffion
as pedantick or paradoxical; for if I have
Milton agamnft me, I have Socrates on my
fide. It was his labour to turn philofophy
from the {tudy of nature to {peculations upon
life 5 but the mnovators whom I oppofe are
turning off attention from life to nature
They feem to think, that we are placed here
to watch the growth of plants, or the mo-
tions of the ftars. Socrates was rather of
opinion, that what we had to learn was,
how to do good, and avoid evil.

’ ~ ‘ Y
Otls 701 & peyeipoirs vursy| oo 1ivvrlas

Of
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Of inflitutions we may judge by their ef-
fets, From this wonder-working academy,
1do not know that there ever proceeded any
man very. eminent for knowledge : its only
genuine produc, Ibelieve, 1s a {mall Hiftory
of Poetry, written in Latin by hismnephew, of
which perhaps none of my readers has ever

heard.

That in his fchool, as in every thing elfe
which he undertook, he laboured with great
diligence, there is no reafon for doubting.
One part of his method deferves -general imi-
tation, He was careful to inftru& his {cho-
lars 1n religion. Every Sunday was {pent
upon theology; in which he diftated a thort
fyltem, gathered from the writers that were
then fafhionable in the Dutch wuniverfi
l1¢s,

He {et his pupils an example of hard {tudy
and f{pare diet; only now and then he al-
lowed himfelf to pafs a day of feftivity and
indulgence with fome gay gentlemen of
sray’s Inn.

L He
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He now began to engage in the contro.
verfies of the times, and lent s breath t,
blow the flames of contention. In 1641 he
publithed a treatife of Reformation, 1n two
books, againft the eftablithed Church 5 being
willing to help the Puritans, who were, he
Aays, inferior to the Prelates in learning.

Hall bithop of Norwich had publifhed an
Humble Remonfirance, m defence of Epif-
copacy ; to which, mn 1641, fix mimiters,
of whofe nanies the firft letters made the ce-
Iebrated word Smeéfymnuus, gave their An-
fwer. Of this Anfwer a Confutation was
atterapted by the learned Ufber 3 and to the
Confutation Milton publifhed a Reply, mnti-
tuled, Of Prelatical Epifeopacy, and whetber i
may be deduced from the Apoftolical Times, by
virtue of thofe teflimonies which are alleged 1o
that purpofe in fome late treatifes, one wheresf
goes under the name of Fames Lord Bifbop o

Armagh.

I have tranfcribed this title, to thew, by
his contemptuous mention of Uther, that he

had now adopted the puritanical favagenefs o
manners.
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manners. His next work was, T4e Reafon of
Church Government urged againft Prelacy, by
Mr. Fobn Milton, 1642. In this book he
difcovers, not with oftentatious exultation,
but with calm confidence, his high opiniont
of his own powers; and promifes to under=
take fomething, he yet knows not what,
that may be of ufe and honour to his country,
“ This,” fays he, ¢ 1s not to be obtained but
“ by devout prayer to that Eternal Spint that
¢ can enrich with all utterahce and know=
“ ledge, and fends out kis Setaphim with the
¢ hallowed fire of his altar, to touch and pus
«“ rify the lips of whom he pleafes. Tothis
¢ muft be added, induftrious and fele&t read-
“ g, fteady obfervation, and 1nfight into al}
“ feemly and generous arts anid affairs; till
“ which in fome meafure be compaft, I
“ refufe tiot to fuftain this expeation,”
From a promife like this, at once fervid,
pious, and rational, might be expetted the

Pﬂrﬁd{:ﬁ.’ L?ﬂa

He publithed the fame year two morg
pamphlets, upon the {ame queftion. To one
of his antagonifts, who affirms that he was
womited out of the wniverfity, he anf{wers, in

L 2 general
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general terms; ¢ The Fellows of the College
¢« wherein I fpent fome years, at my parting,
¢¢ after I had taken two degrees, as the man-
¢ ner 15, fignified many times how much bet-
¢ ter 1t would content them that T fhould
¢¢ ftay.—As for the eommon approbation or
¢¢ diflike of that place, as now 1t 1s, that [
¢ {hould efteem or difefteem myfclf the more
“ for that, too fimple 1s the anfwerer, if he
¢ think to obtain with me. Of fmall prac-
<¢ tice were the phyfician who could not
¢ tudge, by what fhe and her fifter have of
“ long tune vomited, that the worfer ftuff
« fhe ftrongly keeps n her ftomach, but the
“ better the is ever kecking at, and 1s queafy:
“ the vomits now out of ficknefs; but before
¢ it be well with her, the muft vomit by
‘ ftrong phyfick.—The unwerfity, m the
‘¢ ime of her better health, and my vounge:
¢ judgement, I never greatly admured, but

“ now much lefs.”

This 15 {urcly the language of a man whe
thinks that he has been ijured. Ht pro-
ceeds to defcribe the courfe of his condud,
and the train of his thoughts; and, becauic

he has been fufpeCed of ncontinence, gives
ar
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~n account of his own purity: ¢ That if |
« be juftly charged,” fays he, ¢ with this
< crime, 1t may come upon me with tenfold
« fhame.”

The ftyle of his piece is rough, and {uch
perhaps was that of his antagonift. This |
roughnefs he juftifies, by great examples, in
a long digreflion.  Sometimes he tries to be
humorous: ¢ Left T fhould take him for
“{ome chaplain 1n hand, {fome {quire of the
“ body to his prelate, one who ferves not at
“ the altar only but at the Court-cupboard,
“ he will beftow on us a pretty model of
“ himfelf; and fets me out half a dozen
« ptifical mottos, wherever he kad them,
“ hopping fhort 1n the meafure of convulfion
“ fits; in which labour the agony of his wit
“ having fcaped narrowly, inftead of well-
“ fized periods, he greets us with a quantity
‘“ of thumbring pofies.—And thus ends this
“ {eCtion, or rather difletion of himfelf.”
such 1s the controverfial merrniment of Mil-
ton : his gloomy ferioufnefs 1s yet more of-
fenfive.  Such 1s his maliensty, that bell groaws
darker at his frown,

IJ P, IHS

iy
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His father, after Reading was taken by
Effex, came to refide in his houfe; and his
{chool increafed. At Whitfuntide; in his
thirty-fifth year, he married Mary, the daugh-
ter of Mr. Powel, a Juftice ot the Peace 1
Oxfordfhire. He brought her to town with
him, and expelted all the advantages of a
conjugal life. 'The lady, however, {eems act
much to have delighted n the pleatures of
{pare diet and hard ftudy; for, asPhilips re-
lates, ¢ having for a mouth led a plulofo-
¢ phical life, after having been ufed at home
‘ to a great houfe, and much company and
“ joviality, her friends, poffibly by her own
¢ defire, made earneft {uit to have her com.
“ pany the remamung part of the fummer;
‘¢ which was granted, upon a promife of ker
¢ return at Michaelmas.”

Milton was too bufy to much mifs b
wife: he purfued his ftudies; and now and
then vifited the Lady Margaret Leigh, whom
he has mentioned in one of his fonnets. At
laft Michaelmas arrived; but the Lady had
no mclination to return to the fullen gloom
of her hufband’s habitation, and therefore

very




M I L T O N 151

very willingly forgot her promife. He fent
her a letter, but had no anfwer; he fent more
with the fame fuccefs. It could be alleged
that letters mifcarry ; he therefore difpatched
a meflenger, being by this time too angry to
go himfelf. His meflenger was fent back
with fome contempt. The family of the
Lady were Cavaliers. |

In 2 man whofe opinion of his own merit
was like Milton’s, lefs provocation than this
might have raifed violent refentment. Mil-
ton 1oon determined to repudiate her for dif-
obedience; and, being one of thofe who
could eafily find arguments to juftify inclina-
t:on, publithed (in 1644) The Dotrine and
Difeipline of Divorce; which was followed
by The Fudgement of Martin Bucer concerning
Divorcey and the next year, his Tetrachor-
don, Expofitions upon the four chief Places of
Scripture which treat of Marriage.

This innovation was oppofed, as might be
~pected, Dy the clergy; who, then holding
their famous aflembly at Weftminfter, pro-
cured that the author thould be called be=

fore the Lords; ¢ but that Houfe,” fays
L A WOOd,
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Wood, ¢ whether approving the doétrine,

¢¢ or not favouring his accufers, did foon dif-
¢ mifs him,”

There fecems not to have been much writ-
ten againft him, nor any thing by any wnter
of eminence. ‘The antagonift that appeared
is ftyled by him, « Serving-man turned Solici-
for. Howel n his letters mentions the new
dorine with contempt; and it was, I {up-
pofe, thought more worthy of derifton than
of confutation. He complains of this neglett
in two fonnets, of which the firft 15 con-
temptible, and the {ccond not excellent,

From this time it i1s obferved that he be-
came an enemy to the Prefbyterians, whom
he had favoured before. He that changes
his party by his humour, is not more vir-
tuous than he that changes it by his intereft
he loves himfclf rather than truth,

His wife and her relations now found that
Milton was not an unrefifting {ufferer of m-
juries 3 and percewving that he had begun to
put his dolrine in- practice, by courting a
young woman of great accomplifhments, the

daugliter
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daughter of one Dottor Davis, whowas how-
ever not ready to comply, they refolved to
endeavour a re-union. He went fometimes
to the houfe of one Blackborough, his rela-
tion, in the lane of St, Martin’s-le-Grand,
and at one of his ufual vifits was furprifed to
{ce his wife come from another room, and
implore forgivenefs on her knees. He re-
fifted her intreaties for awhile ; ¢ but partly,”
fays Philips, ¢ his own generous nature,
« more 1aclinable to reconciliation than to
“ perfeverance 1n anger or revenge, and partly
“the {trong mterceflion of friends on both
“ fides, foon brought him to an act of obli-
“ yvion and a firm league of peace.”” It were
injurious to omit, that Milton afterwards re-
ceived her father and her brothers in his own

houle, when they were diftrefled, with other
Rovalifts.

He publithed about the fame time his
Areopagitica, a Speech of Mr. John Dhilton
Jor the liberty of uniicenfed Printing. 'The
danger of {uch unbounded liberty, and the
danger of bounding 1t, have produced a pro-
blem 1n the {cience of Government, which
human underftanding {eems hitherto unable

to
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to {olve. If nothing may be publithed but
what civil authority thall have previoufly ap.
proved, power muft always be the ftandard
of truth; 1f every dreamer of 1nnovations
may propagate his projedls, there can be no
fettlement; if every murmurer at govern-
mentnay diffufe difcontent, there can be no
peace; and if every {ceptick in theology may
tcach his follies, therec can be no religion.
The remedy againft thefe evils 1s to pumih
the authors; for it 1s yet allowed that every
foctety may pumifh, though not prevent, the
publication of opmions, which that fociety
thall think peruictous: but this punifhment,
though 1t. may crufh- the author, promotes
the book ; and 1t {eems not more reafonable

to leave the night of printing unreftrained,
becaufc writers may -be afterwards cenfured,
than it would be to {leep with doors unbolted,
becaufe by our laws we can hang a thief.

But whatever were his cﬁg:-igements, crvil
or domeftick, poetry was ncver long out of
his thoughts.  About this time (1645) a col-
letion of his Latin and Englifh poems ap-
peared, in which the Allegro and Penfrofs,
with fome others, were firft publifhed.

5 | ke
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He had taken a larger houfe in Barbican
for the reception of {cholars; but the nume-
rous relations of his wife, to whom he ge-
neroufly granted refuge for a while, occupied
his rooms. In time, however, they went
away 3 ¢ and the houfe again,” fays Philips,
« ngw looked like a houfe of the Mufes anly,
« though the acceffion of {cholars was not
« great.  Poffibly his having proceeded fo far
« 1n the education of youth, may have been
« the occafion of his adverfaries calling him
« pedagogue and {chool-mafter; whereas it
« s well known he never {et up for a pub-
« Jick fchool, to teach all the young fry of
« 3 partth; but only was willing to impart
“ his learning and knowledge to relations,
«“ and the fons of gentlemen who were his
¢« imtimate friends; and that neither his
“ writings nor his way of teaching ever fas
¢ youred in the leait of pedantry.”

Thus laborioufly does his nephew exte-
nuate what cannot be denied, and what might
be confefled without difgrace. Milton was
not a man who could become mean by a
mean employment.  This, however, his

avarmeft
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warmeft friends {eem not to have found.
they therefore fhift and palliate. Hedid not
fell literature to all comers at an open fhop;
he was a chamber-milliner, and meafured s
commodities only to his friends.

Philips, evidently impatient of viewing
him in ths ftate of degradation, tells us that
it was not long continued; and, to raie his
charalter again, has a mind to inveft him with
military {plendour: ¢ He 1s much miftaken,”
he fays, ¢ 1f there was not about this time
¢ a defign of making him an adjutant-general
“ mn Sir Wilham Waller’s army. But the
¢¢ pew-modelling of the army proved an ob-
¢ {truction to the defign.” An event cannot
be fet at a much greater diftance than by
having been only defigned, about fome time, i
a man be not much miftaken, Milton fhall be
a pedagogue no longer; for, 1f Philips be not
miftaken, fomebody at {fome time defigned
hun for a {oldier. '

About the time that the army was new-
. modelled (1645) he removed to a fmaller
houfc in Holbourn, which opened backward

into Lincoln’s-Inn-¥ields. He 1s not known
{0
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to have publithed any thing afterwards till
the King’s death, when, finding his mur-
derers condemned by the Prefbyterians, he
wrote a treatife to juftify it, and #o compofe

the minds of the peaple.

He made {ome Remarks on the Articles of
Peace betwween Qrmond and the Irifh Rebels.
While he contented himielf to wrnite, he
perhaps did only what lis confcience dic-
tated ; and if he did not very vigilantly watch
the influence of his own paflions, and the
sradual prevalence of opinions, firft willingly
admitted and then habitually 1ndulged, if
objettions, by being overlooked, were for-
sotten, and defire {uperinduced convittion,
he yet fhared only the common weaknefs of |
mankind, and might be no lefs fincere than
- his opponents. But as fathon {eldom leaves
:man honeft, however it might find him,
Milton is {ufpeted of having interpolatcd
' the book called Jcon Bafilike, which the Coun-
cl of State, to whom he was now made
Latmn {ecretary, employed him to cenfure,
by inferting a prayer taken from Sidney’s Ar-
cadrg, and 1mputing it to the King; whom

he charges, in his Ieonaclafles, with the ufe of
this
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this prayer as with a heavy crume, in the
indecent language with which profperity had
emboldened the advocates for rebellion to
infult all that 15 venerable or great.: ¢ Whe
¢ would have imagined fo httle fear in him
¢ of the true all-feeing Deity---as, 1mme-
¢ diately before his death, to pop into the
¢ hands of the grave bifhop that attended
¢ him, as a fpecial relique of his faintly
¢ exercifes, a prayer ftolen word for word
¢¢ from the mouth of a heathen woman pray-

é ing to a heathen god £”

The papers which the King gave to Dr,
Juxon on the fcaffold the regicides took
away, fo that they were at leaft the pub-
lifhers of this prayer; and Dr. Birch, who
examined the queftion with great care, was
inclined to think them the forgers. The ulc
of 1t by adaptation was innocent; and they
who could {o noifily cenfure 1t, with a httle
extenfion of their malice could contrive what

they wanted to accufe.

King Charles the Second, being now fhels

tered in Holland, employed Salmafius, pro-

feflor of Polite Leagning at Leyden, to write
a der
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2 defence of his father and of monarchy ;
and, to excite- his induftry, gave him, as was
reported, a hundred Jacobufes. Salmafius was
2 man of fkill n languages, knowledge of
antiquity, and fagacity of emendatory citt-
cifm, almoft exceeding all hope of human
attainment ; and having, by exceflive praifes,
been confirmed in great confidence.of him-
felf, though he probably had not much con-
fidered the principles of fociety or the rights
of government, undertook the employment
without diftruft of his own qualifications;
and, as his expedition 1n writing was won-

derful, mn 1649 publithed Defenfio Regis.

To this Milton was required to write a {uf-
ficient anfwer ; which he performed (1651}
in {uch a manner, that Hobbes declared him-
felf unable to decide whofe language was
beft, or whofe arguments were worfll, In
my opinion, Milton’s pecriods are {moother,
neater, and more pomted; but he delights
hunfelf with teizing his adverfary as much
2s with confuting him. He makes a foolifh
allufion of Salmafius, whofe do&rine he con-
fiders as fervile and unmanly, to the ftream
of Salmacis, which whoever entered left half

his
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his virility behind him. Salmafius was g
Frenchman, and was unhappily married to a
fcold.- Tu es Gallus, fays Milton, ez, ut aiuni,
nimium gallinaceus. But his {upreme pleajure
is to tax hus adverfary, {o renowned for cri-
ticifm, with vitious Latin. He opens his book
with telling that he has ufed Perfina, which,
according to Milton, fignifies only a Mufk,
+1 a {enfe not known to the Romans, by ap-
plying 1t as we apply Perfon.  But as Ne-
mefis 1s always on the watch, it 1s memorable
that he has enforced the charge of a {oleciim
by an expreflion in itfelf grofsly foleciftical,
when, for one of thofe fuppofed blunders,
he fays, propino f¢ grammatiflis tuis vapulan-
dum. From wvapulo, which has a paflive {enfe,
vapulandus can never be dertved. No man
forgets his original trade : tite rights of na-
tions, and of kings, fink into queftions of
grammar, if grammarians difcufs them.

Milton when he undertook this anfwer
was weak of body, and dim of fight; but
his will was forward, and what was wanting
of heaith was fupplied by zeal. He was 1e-
warded with a thoufand pounds, and  his

book was much read; for paradox, recom-
4 mended
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mended by {pirit and elegance, eafily gains
attention ; and he who told every man that
he was equal to his King, could hardly want
an audience. |

That the performance of Salmafius was
not difperfed with equal rapidity, or read
with equal eagernefs, 1s very credible. He
taught only the ftale dotrine of authority,
and the unpleafing duty of fubmiffion; and
he had been fo long not only the monarch
but the tyrant of literature, that almoft all
mankind were delighted to find him defied
and infulted by a new name, not yet confi-
dered as any one's rival. If Chriftina, as 1s
faid, commended the Defence of the People,
her purpofe muft be to torment Salmafius,
who was then at her Court ; for neither her
civil ftation nor her natural chara&er could
difpofe her to favour the doftrine, who
was by birth a queen, and by temper de-
{potick.

That Salmafius was, from the appearance
of Milton’s book, treated with neglec,
there 15 not much proof; but to a man {o
long accuftomed to admiration, a little

Vor. L. M praife
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préife of his antagonmift would be fuff.

ciently offenfive, and might incline him to
leave Sweden.

He prepared areply, which, left as 1t wys
imperfe@, was publithed by his fon in the
year of the Reftauration. In the beginning,
being probably moit 1n pain for his Latinity,
he endeavours to defend his ufe of the word
perfona s but, if I remember right, he mifles
a better authority than any that he has found,
that of Juvenal m his fourth fatire:

—Quid agis cum dira & faedior omnt
Crimine Perfona eft ?

As Salmafius reproached Milton with
lofing s eyes in the quarrel, Milton dc-
highted himtelf with the belief that he had
fhortened Salmafius’s hife, and both perhaps
with more malignity than reafon. Salme-
fius died at the Spa, Sept. 3, 1653 ; and a
controvertifts are commonly faid to be killed
by ther Iaft difpute, Milton was flattered
with the credit of deftroying him.

3 Crombwell
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Cromwell had now difmifled the parliament
by the authority of which he had deftroyed
nﬂlonarchy, and commenced monarch him-
felf, under the title of protetor, but with
kingly and more than kingly power. That
his authority was lawful, never was pretend-
ed ; he himfelf founded his right only m
neceflity 5 but Milton, having now tafted
the heney of publick employment, would
not return to hunger and philofophy, but,
continuing to exercife his office under a ma-
niteft ufurpation, betrayed to his power that
liberty which he had defended.  Nothing
can be more juft than that rebellion fhould
end 1 flavery ; that he, who had juftificd

the murder of his king, for fome acts whicl
to him fecmed unlawtul, thould now. fell
his fervices, and his flatteries, to a tyrant,
of whom 1t was evident that he could do no-
thing lawful.

He had now lLeen blind for fome years ;
but his vigour of intellect was {uch, that he
was not difabled to difcharge Ins office, or
continue his controverfies.  His miud was

Y toR
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too eager to be diverted, and too ftrong ta be
{ubdued.

About this time his firft wife died in
childbed, having left him three daughters,
As he probably did not much love her, he did
‘not long continue the appearance of lament-
ing her; but after a fhert tume married Ca-
therine, the daughter of one captam Wood-
cock of Hackney; a woman doubtlefs edu-
cated in opinions like his own. She died
within a year, of childbirth, or fome diftem
per that followed it ; and her hufband
has honoured her memory with a poor

{onnet.

The firft Reply to Milton’s Defenfie Popul
was publifhed in 1651, called Apolsgia pro
Rege & Populs Anglicano, contra  fobannis
Polypragmatici (‘alias Miltoni) defenfionem d:-
Sructivam Regis & Populi,  Of this the av-
thor was not known: but Milton and hi
~ nephew Philips, under whofe name he pub-
~ lithed an anfwer fo much corre&ted by him
that it might be called his own, unputed 2
to Bramhal; and, knowing him no friend

to regicides, thought themfclves at hberty to
treal
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ireat him as if they had known what they
only fufpe&ed.

Next year appeared Regsi Sanguinis clamor
ad Celum. Of this the author was Peter
fu Moulin, who was afterwards prebendary
of Canterbury; but Morus, er More, a
French minifter, having the care of its pub-
lication, was treated as the writer by Milton
in his Defenfio Secunda, and overwhelmed by
fuch violence of mvettive, that he began
to thrink under the tempeft, and gave his
perfecutors the means of knowing the true
author. Du Moulin was now 1n great dan-
ger ; but Milton’s pride operated againft his
malignity ; and both he and his friends were
more willing that Du Moulin fhould efcape

than that he fthould be conviGed of
miftake.

In this fecond Defence he fhews that his
cloquence is not merely fatirical ; the rude-
nels of his invetive is equalled by the grofi-
nefs of his flattery, ¢ Deferimur, Cromuclle,
“tu {olis {uperes, ad te fumma noftrarum
“ rerum rediit, in te folo confiftit, infupe-
¢ rabili tuz virtut: cedimus cunét, nemine

M 3 < vel
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¢ yel obloquente, nifi qui zquales in@qualis
¢« ipfe honcres fibt queerit, aut digniort con-
«« ceflos 1nvidet, aut non intelligit nihil efle
“1n {ocietate hominum magis vel Deo gra-
¢« tum, vel rationi confentaneum. efle in ci-
¢ vitate ninil ®quius, mnl utilius, quam
< potirt rerum digniffimum. Eum te agno-
¢ fcunt omues, Cromuelle, ea tucivis maxi-
“ mus et * gloriofifiimus, dux publici con-
¢¢ fili, exercituum fortifimorum imperator,
« pater patrze gefhfl,  Sic tu {pontanca bo-
¢ porum omnium et anumitus mifla voce f{a-

¢ Jutaris.”

Cefar, when he aflumed the perpetual dic-
tatorfhip, had not more fervile or more ele-
gant flattery. A tranflation may fhew its
{ervility ; but its elegance is lefs attainable.
Having expoled the unfkilfulnefs or felfithnefs
of the former government, ¢ We were left,”
fays Milton, ¢ to ourfelves: the whole na-
¢ tional mterelt fell into yoﬁr hands, and

* It may be doubted whether glorig/i/imus be here ufed
with Milton’s boatted purity. Res gloriofa is an tLufirious
thing ; but vir gfarfn_/?rs is commonly a braggart, as in mifs
gloriopus,

s¢ fubhfts
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« fubfilts in your abilities. To your virtue,
« gverpowering and refiftlefs, every man
« gives way, except fome who, without
« equal qualifications, afpire to equal ho-
« nours, or who envy the diftinétions of
« merit greater than their own; or who
« have vet to learn, that in the coalition of
« human {ociety nothing 1s more pleafing to
« God, or more agreeable to reafon, than -
« that the higheft mind fhould have the {o-
« yerelgh power. Such, Sir, are you by ge-
«« neral confefiion 3 fuch are the things at-
« chieved by you, the greateft and moft glo-
- rious of our countrymen, the direCtor of
“our publick councils, the leader of un-
«“ conquered armies, the father of your
« country ; for by that title does every good
‘““man hail you, with fincere and voluntary

8 l'}l‘&iié."

Next year, having defended all that want-
ed defence, he found leifure to defend him-
felt.  He wundertook his own wvindication
againft More, whom he declares m his title
to be juftly called the author of the Regi:
Sanguims clamor. In this there 1s no want of
vehemence nor eloquence, nor does he forget

M4 his
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his wonted wit. ¢ Morus es? an Momus ? ap
¢¢ uterque 1dem eft 7 He then remembers that
Morus 13 Latin for a Mulberry-tree, and hints
at the known transformation :

—Poma alba ferebat
Quz poft nigra tulit Morus.

With this piece ended his controverfies; and
he from this time gave himfelf up to his pri-
vate ftudies and his civil employment.

As fecretary to the ProteCor he 1s {uppofed
to have written the Declaration of the reafons
for a war with Spain.  Hig agency was con-
fidered as of great umportance; for when a
¢reaty with Sweden was artfully f{ufpended,
the delay was publickly imputed to Mr, Mil-
ton’s indifpofition ; and the Swedith agent
was provoked to exprefs his wonder, that
only one man 1n England could write Latin,
and that man blind,

Being now forty-{even years old, and fee-
ing himfelf difencumbered from external in-
terruptions, he feems to have recolle@ed his
former purpofes, and planned three great

4 works
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works for his future employment : an epick
poem, the hiftory of his country, and a dic-
tionary of the Latin tongue.

To collet a dittionary, feems a work of all
others leaft practicable 1n a ftate of blindnefs,
becaufe 1t depends upon perpetual and minute
infpeCtion and collation. Nor would Milton
probably have begun 1t, after he had loft his
eyes ; but, having had it always before him,
he continued 1t, {ays Philips, almoff to bis
dying-day s but the papers were fo diftompofed
and deficient, that they could not be fitied for
the prefls. ‘The compilers of the Latin dithio-
nary, printed at Cambndge, had the ufe of
them n three folios; but what was their
fate afterwards 1s not known. |

To compile a hiftory from various authors,
when they can only be confulted by other
eyes, 1s not eafy, nor poffible, but with more
fkilful and attentive help than can be com-
monly obtamed; and it was probably the
dithculty of confulting and companng that
{topped Milton’s narrative at the Conqueft;
a period at which affarrs were not yet

very
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very intricate, nor authors very nume-

réus.

For the fubject of his epick poem, after

much deliberation, lng chufing, and beginning
late, he fixed upon Paradife Loft 5 a defign {o
comprehenfive, that it could be juftified only
by fuccefs. He had once defigned to cele-
brate King Arthur, as appears from his verfes
to Manfus; but Arthur was referved, fays
Fenton, to another deftiny,

It appears, by fome fketches of poetical
projc&s feft in manufeript, and to be {een m
a fibrary at Cambridge, that he had digefted
his thoughts on this fubjet into onc of thofc
wild dramas which were anciently called
Myfteries ;5 and Philips had {cem what e
terms part of  tragedy, beginning with the
firft ten hines of Satan’s addrefs to the Sun,
Thefe Myfterics confift of allegorical perfons;
{uch as Yuflice, Mercy, Faith, Of the trs
eedv or myftery of Paradife Loff there

FVO plﬂm :

"The
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The Perfons.

ALichael.

Chorus of Angels.
Heavenly Love.
Luciter.
Adam, } with the
Eve,

Confcience.

Death.

Labour,
Sicknefs,
Mutes

Difcontent, \

Serpent.

Jenorance,
with others;
Faith.

Hope.
Charity.
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The Perfons,

Mofes.
Divine Juftice, Wii-
dom, Heavenly Love.
The Evening otar,
Hefperus.
Chorus of Angels.

Lucifer.
Adam.

Eve.
Confcience.
Labour,
Sicknefs,
Diicontent,
Ignorance, Mutes.

Fear,
Death;
Faith.
Hopc.
Charity.

Paradife Lof.

The Perfons.

Mofes, wporoyice:, recounting hotw he af-
fumed his true body; that 1t corrupts not,

hecaufe
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becaufe it is with God 1n the mount ; declares
the like of Enoch and Eliah; befides the
purity of the place, that certain pure winds,
dews, and clouds, preferve it from corrup.
tion ; whence exhorts to the fight of God;
tells, they cannot fee Adam in the ftate of
innocence, by reafon of their fin.

Juftice,
Mercy,
Wifdom,

Chorus of Angels finging 2 hymn of the
Creation.

-‘ debating what fhould become of
J man, if he fall.

ACT IL

Heavenly Love.
Evening Star.
Chorus fing the marriage-fong, and defcribe

Paradife.

ACT 1L

Luafer, contriving Adam’s ruin.
Chorus fears for Adam, and relates Lucifer's
rebellion and fall.

ACT
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ACT IV,

Adam, } fallen.
Eve,

Conicience cites them to God’s examination.
Chorus bewails, and tells the good Adam has

loft.
ACT V.

Adam and Eve driven out of Paradife.
— — — prefented by an angel with

Labour, Grief, Hatred, Envy,
War, Farni'ne, Peftilence, Mutes,
Sicknefs, Difcontent, Igno-
rance, Fear, Death,

To whom he gives their names. Likewife
Winter, Heat, Tempeft, &c.

Faith, ]
Hope, | comfort him, and inftrut him,

Charity,

Chorus briefly concludes.

Such was his firft defign, which could

have produced only an allegory, or myftery.
The following {ketch {eems to have attained

more maturity,

Adam
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Adam unparadifed :

The angel Gabricel, either defcending o
entering ; fhewing, fince this globe wa
created, his frequency as much on earth g
in heaven: deferibes Paradife.  Next, the
Chorus, fhewing the reafon of his coming
to keep is watch m Paradde, after Lucifer’;
rebellion, by command from God; and
withal expreffing his defire to fee and know
more concermng this excellent new creature,
man. The angel Gabriel, as by his nams
figmfying a prince of power, tracing Paradife
with a morc free office, pafics by the {tation
of the Chorus, and, defired by them, relate
what he knew of man; as the creation of
Eve, with their love and marrtage.  Aftes
this, Lucifer appears; after his overthrow,
‘bemoans himfelf, fecks revenge on man |
The Chorus prepare refiftance at his firft o
proach. At laft, after difcourfe of cnmity o
either fde, he departs; whereat the Chorus
fines of the battle and wviftory in heaven,
againft him and his accomplices : as before,
after the firlt a&, was fung a hymn of the
creation.  Flere again may appear Lucifer,

relating
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relating and infulting n what he had done
to the deftrution of man. Man next, and
Eve having by this time been {educed by the
Serpent, appears confuledly covered with
jeaves. Confcience, in a fhape, accufes him;
Juftice cites him to the place whither Jeho-
vah called for -him. In the mean while, the
Chorus entertains the ftage, and 15 informed
by fome angel the manner of the Fall
Ilere the Chorus bewails Adam’s fall ;3 Adam
then and Eve return; accufe one another
but efpecially Adam lays the blame to his
wife 5 18 ftubborn in his offence.  Juftice ap-
pears, reafons with him, convinces him. The
Chorus admonifheth Adam, and bids him be-
ware Lucifer’s example of impemtence. The
angel 1s {ent to banith them out of Paradic;
hut before caufes to pafs before his eyes, m
thapes, a mafk of all the cvils of this bife
and world, He 1s humbled, relents, defpatrs:
at laft appears Mérc_}r", comforts him, pro-
mifes the Mefhiah 5 then calls in Fuith, Hope,
and Chanty; nftruéts him; he repents,
gives God the glory, fubmits to his penalty.
The Chorus briefly concludes. Compare this
with the former draught.”

Thale
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Thefe are very imperfe&t rudiments of
Paradife Loft ; but it 1s'pleafant to {ee great
works in their {eminal -ftate, pregnant with
latent poffibilities of excellence; nor could
there be any more delightful entertainment
than to trace their gradual: growth and ex.
panfion, and to obferve how they are {ome.
times {uddenly advanced by accidental hints,
and fometimes flowly wmproved by {teady
meditation. |

Invention is almoft the only hterary labour
which blindnefs cannot obftru&t, and there-
fore he naturally folaced his folitude by the
indulgence of his fancy, and the melody of
his numbers. He had done what he knew
to be neceflarily previous to poetical excel-
lence; he had made himfelf acquainted with
Jeenmly arts and affairs 3 Lis comprehenfion was
extended by various knowledge, and his me-
mory ftored with intelle®ual treafures. He
was {kilful in many languages, and had by
reading and compofition attained the ful
maftery of his own. He would have wanted
little help from books, had he retained the
power of perufing them.

But
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But while his greater defigns were ad-
vancing, having now, like many other au-
thors, caught the love of publication, he
amufed himfelf, as he could, with little pro-
ductions.  He fent to the prefs (1658) a ma-
nufcript of Raleigh, called the Cabiner Coun-
o/; and next year gratified his malevolence
o the clergyy by a Treatife of Civil Power ia
Biclefiafical Cafes, and the Means of removing
Hirelings out of the Church.

Oliver was now dead : Richard was con-
trained to refign @ the {yftem of extemporary
sovernment, wmch had been held together
only by force, naturally fell into fragments
when that force was taken away; and Milton
ow himfelf and his caufe 1n equal danger.
But he had {ull hope of doing {omething.
o wrote letters, which Toland has pub-
ithed, to fuch men as he thought friends to
the new commonwealth; and even i the
vear of the Reftoration he dated 1o jor of beart
i pe, but was fantaftical enough to think

that the nation, agitated as it was, might be

frettlad b} a Pa‘fnplﬂet called A4 s..:mv aid
caly Way to eflablyh a Fice Commznioealth
VoL, 1. N which
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which was, however, .enough .confidered to
be both ferioufly and ludicroufly anfwered.

The obftinate enthufiafm of the common-
wealthmen was very remarkable.  When the
King was- apparently returning, Harrmgton
with a few aflociates as fanatical as himfelf,
ufed to meet, with all the gravity of. politic|
importance, to fettle an equal government by
rotation ; and Milton, kicking when he could
{trike no longer, was foolith enough to pub.
lith, a few weeks before the Reftoration,
Notes upon a fermon preached by one Gri-
fiths, intituled, The Fear of God and the Kig
To thefe notes an anfwer was written by
I Eftrange, in a pamphlet petulantly call
No blind Guides.

But whatever Milton could wrte, or men
of greater altivity could do, the King wa
now evidently approaching with the 1
(iftible approbation of the people, He wa
therefore no longer {ecretary, and was confe- |
quently obliged to quit the houfe which
held by his office; and, l‘)l()p{)ltlmlll" his
fenfe of danger to his opinion of the 1mpor

tance of his writings, thought 1t copvenlt
{0
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to {eek fome fhelter, and hid himfelf for a
time iti Bartholomew-Clofe by Weft Smith-
field.

I cannot but remark a kind of refpe&,
perhaps unconicioufly, paid to this great man
by his biographers : every houfe in which he
refided 1s hiftorically mentioned, as if it were
an injury to neglect naming any place that
he honoured by his prefence.

The King, with lenity of which the world
has had perhaps no other example, declined
to be the judge or avenger of his own or his
father’s wrongs ; and promifed to admit into
the A& of Oblivion all, except thofec whom
the parliament fhould except; and the par-
liament doomed none to capital punithment
but the wretches who had immediately co-
operated in the murder of the King. Milton
was certainly not one of them; he had only

juftified what they had done.

This juftification was indeed {ufficiently
offenfive ; and (June 16) an order was iflued
to feize Milton’s Defence, and Geodwin’s Ob-

flruélors of Fuflice, another book of the fame
N 2 tendency,
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tendency, and burn than by the common
hangman. The attorney-general was ordered
to profecute the authors; but Milton was not

feized, nor perhaps very diligently purfued,

Not long after (Auguft 19) the flutter of
mnumerable bofoms was {hilled by an ad,
which the King, that his mercy might want
no recommendation of clegance, rather called
an act of oblivwon than of grace. Goodwin
was named, with nineteen more, as incapa-
atated for any publick truft; but of Milton

there was no exception.

Of this tendernefs thewn to Milton, the
curiofity of mankind has not forborn to en-
quire the reafon.  Burnet thinks he was for-
ootten ; but this 1s another mftance which
may confirm Dalrymple’s obfervation, who
fays, ¢ that whenever Burnet’s narrations
¢ are examined, he appears to be miftaken.”

Forootten he was not; for his profecution
dered s 1t muft be therefore | by defign

Was O
.+ he was included i the general oblivion,

v
1
o
ide 15 imd to have had fm,,his m the Houfe,
iuch 23 Marvel, Klorrice, and Sir Thomas
Clarges;
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Clarges; and undoubtedly a man like him
muit have had mfluence. A very particular
flory of his efcape 1s told by Richardfon in
his Memoirs, which he received from Pope,
15 delivered by Betterton, who might have
heard 1t from Davenant. In the war between
the King and Parliament, Davenant was made
prifoner, and condemned to dic; but was
{pared at the requeft of Milton. When the
qirn of {uccefs brought Milten 1nto the hke
danger, Davenant repaid the benefit by ap-
pcaring 1 his favour. Here 1s a reciproca-
ton of generofity and gratitude fo pleafing,
that the tale makes 1ts own way to credit.
But 1f help were wanted, I know not where
o find it.  The danger of Davenant is cer-
tan from his own relation 5 but of his efcape
there 15 no account.  Betterton’s narration
can be traced no higher; 1t 1s not known
mat he had it from Davenant. We are told
thiat he benefit exchanged was life for life;
ot 1t {eems not certain that Milton’s life
cver was i danger,  Goodwin, who had
committed the fame kind of crime, efcaped
with illC‘lp'lClt&lthIl' and as exclufion from
publick truft 15 a punithment which the
rower of government can commonly mnflic

N 3 without
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without the help of a particular law, it re.
quired no great intereft: to- exempt Milton
from a cenfure little mare than verbal. Some-
thing may be. reafonably -afcribed to venera.
tion and compalfion ; .to.veneration of hig
abilities, and compaftion for his diftrefles,
which made it fit to forgive his malice for
his learning. He was now poor and- blind;
and who would purfue with violence an il
luftrious enemy, deprefled by fortune, and
difarmed by nature ?

The publication of the a& of oblivion put
him 1 the fame condition with his fellow-
{ubjetts. IHe was, however; upon {fome pre-
tence not now known, in the cuftody of the
ferjeant in December 5 and, when he was re
leafed, upon his refufal of the fees demanded,
he and the {erjeant were called before the
Houfe, He was now f{afe within the fhade
of oblvion, and knew himielf to be as much
out of the power of a grping oflicer as any
other ' man,.. How the queftion was deter-
mined: 1s nbt. known. NMilton would hardly
have contended,: but that he knew himf{elf to
“have right on his fide: |

He
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J

He then temoved ‘to Jewin-fireet, near
Alderfgate-fireet’y and being blind; and by
no means wealthy, “wanted a domeftick com-
panion and attendant ; and therefore, by the
recommendation of - Dr. Paget, married Eli-
zabeth ‘Minfhul,-of *a gentleman’s family in
Chefhire, probably without a fortune. All
his wives were virgins ; for he has declared
that he thought 1t grofs and mdelicate to be
a {econd hufband : upon what other principles
his choice was made, cannot now be known ;
but marriage afforded not much of his hap-
pinefs. ‘The firft wife left him m difguft
and was brought back only by terror; the
fccond, indeed, {eems to have been more a
favourite, but her hife was thort. The third,
as Philips relates, opprefled his children 1n
his life-time, and cheated them at his death.

Soon after his marnage, according to an
obfcure ftory, he was oftered the continvance
of his employment; and, being prefled by
his wife to accept it, anfwered, ¢ You, ik«
““ otherivomen, want to ride 1 -vour coach ;
“ my wifh 1s to live and die an honeft man.”
if he confidered the Latin fecretary as exoi-

N 1 Ciino

”~
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cifing any of the powers of government, he
that had fthared authority either with the par-
liament or Cromwell, might have' forborn to
talk very loudly of his honefty; and if he
thought the office purely mmifterial, he cer-
tainly might have honeftly retajned 1t under
the king.  But this tale has tod little evidence
to deferve a difquifition; large ofters and
fturdy rejedtions are among the moft common

topicks of falfehood.

He had {o much either of prudence or gra-
titude, that he forbore to difturb the new
{ettlement with any of his political or eccle-
fiaftical opinions, and from this tume devo-
ted himiclf to poetry and Literature.  Of his
-zeal for leaming; - all 1ts parts, he gave a
proof by publithing, the next year (1661)
Accidence cosmmenced Grammar; a little book
which has nothlmr remarkable, but that i1t
author, who had bcen latcly defending the
{upreme powers of his country, and was
then writing Paradife Loff; could defcend
from his clevation to refcue- children from
the perplexity of grammatical confufion, and’
tne  trouble. of - leflons unneceflarily re-

peated,
‘ About
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About this timeé Elwood the quaker, being
cecommended ‘to him . asone who would
read Latin - to him, for the advantage of his
converfation ; ‘attended him every afternoon,
except on Sundays. Milton, who, m his
letter to -Harthb, had declared, 'that 20 read
Latin with an Englifh mouth 15 as ill a bear-
nw as Law French, required that Elwood
thould learn and pradtife the Italian pronun-
ciation, which, he faid, was neceflary, if he
would talk with fdl'eigllcrs. This feems to
have been a tafk troublefome wathout ufe.
There 15 little reafon for preferring the Italian
pmnunciation to our own, cxcept that it is
More .gcnﬁral; and to teach it to an Englifh-
man 1s only to make him a foreigner at home, -
He who travels, 1f he fpeaks Latin, mav {o
foon learn the founds which every native gives
it, that he need make no provifion befere his

journey 5 and 1if ftrangers vifit us, it is their

butinefs to prachife fuch conformity to our
modes as they expet from us in théir own
countries. Elwood compliad ‘with the direc-
tions, and improved himfelf by i attend-
ance ; for he relates; that Milton, laving a
curious ear, knew by his voice when he read
what
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what he did not underftand, and would
ftop him, and open t/Je mgﬂ ) ﬁcu&‘ paf-
ﬁzges., | L

In a fhort time he took a houfe in the 4i-
dillery Walk, leading to Bunbill Fields ; the
mention of which concludes the regifter of
Milton’s removals and habitations. He lived
longer in this place thann any other,

He was now bufied by Paradife Lofl.
Whence he drew the original defign has been
varioufly conjectured, by men who cannot
bear to think themiclves 1gnorant of that
which, at laft, nether diligence nor f{aga-
city can difcover.  Some find the hint 1 an
ftalian tragedv, Voltaire tells a wild and un-
authorifed ftory of a farce feen by Milton in
Italy, which opened thus : Ler the Rambow
be the Fuddlefiick of 1he Fiddle of Heaven., It
has been already fhewn, that the firft con-
coption was of a tragedy or myftery, not
of a narrative, but a dramatick work, which
he 15 {uppofed to have begun to reduce to 1ts
prefent term about the time (1655) when he

Pnifhed lus difpute with the defenders of the
king.

k2

[e
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He long before had promifed to adorn his
native country by fome great performance,
while he had yet perhaps no fettled defign,
and was {timulated only by fuch expetations
2 naturally arofe from the furvey of his
attainments, and the confcionfnefs of his
powers, What he thould undertake, it was
difficult to determine. He was long chufing,
and began late,

While he was obliged to divide his time
Letween hus private ftudiesand aftairs of ftate,
his poctical labour muft have been often in-
terrupted 5 and perhaps he did little more in
that bufy time than conftrué the narrative,
adjuft the epifodes, proportion the parts, ac-
cumulate images and fentiments, and treafure
n his memory, or preferve i writing, {uch
hints as books or meditation would {upply.
Nothing particular 1s known of his intellec-
tual operations while he wasa ftatefman 5 for,
having every help andaccommodation at hand,
hie had no need of uncommon expedients.

Being driven from all publick ftations, he
15 yct too great not to be traced by curiofity
to
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to his retirement ; where he has been found
by Mr. Richardfon, the fondeft of his ad-
murets, fitting before his door in a grey coat of
coarfe cloth, inwarm fi dtry wc’gzz‘éer t0 enjoy the
ﬁcﬂw ai ana’ Jfo, as well as in bis own room,
receiving the vifits of people of diftinguifted
parts as well as gfmfm. His wvifitors of high
quality muft now be imagined to be few ;

‘but men of parts might reafonably court the
converfation of a man fo generally 1luftrious,
that foreigners are reported, by Wood, to
have vifited the houfe in Bread-ftreet where

he was born.

According to another account, he wu.
fecnin a fmall houfe, aeatly enough dreffod i
black cloaths, fitting in a reom hung with rufiy
green s pale but not cadaverous, with challflon:s
s 015 bands.  He faid, that if 1t wwere not for
the coufy, bis Dlindnefs wsuld be toleradle.

In the mtervals of his pain, being mad:
)
unable to ule the common exercifes, he ufed

to {wing in a char, and {ometimes plaved
Upon an organ.
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}e was now confefledly and vifibly em-
ployed upon his poem, of which the pro-
grefs might be noted by thofe with whom he
was familiar; for he was obliged, when he
had compofed as many lines as his memory
would conveniently retain, to employ {fome
fricnd 10 writing them, having, at leaft for
part of the time, no regular attendant. This
save opportunity to obfervations and reports.

Mr. Pnilips obferves, that there was a
very remarkable circumftance n the compo-
ture of Parad:fz Lofi, ¢¢ which I have a par-
“ ticular reafon,” {avs he, ¢ to remember;
“ for whereas I had the perufal of it from
“ the very begmnme, for {fome years, as |
“went from time to time to vifit him, 1n
“ parcels of ten, twenty, or thirty verfes at
“aume (which, bewng written by whatever
“hand came pnexs, mizht poflibly  want
“eorreéiion as to the orthogiraphy and point-
g, having, as the Summer came on,
“not been fhewea any for a confiderable
“wiile, and defiring the reafon thereof, was
“ anfwered, that his vein never happily flowed

Y

“out from the Autumnal Equmox to the

-y

¢ Vernal

e b e, W,
-
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¢ Vernal; and that whatever he attempted
< at other times was never to his fatisfation,
““ though he courted his fancy never fo
¢“ much; fo that, in all the years he: was
¢ about this poem, he may be {faid to have
< fpent half his time thefein.” . T

- Upon this relation. Toland- remarks, that
in his opinion Philips has miftaken -the time
of the year; for Milten, m his Elegies, de-
clares that with the advance of the Spring he
feels the increafe of his poetical force, red:-
unt in carmina vires, 'To this it 1s anfwered,
that Philips could hardly miftake time {o well
marked ; and 1t may be added, that Milton
might find different times of the year favour-
able to different parts of life. Mr. Richard:
fon conceives it impoflible that fuch a work
Should be fufpended for fix months, or for on.

It may go on fafler or flower, but it muft go on.
By what neceflity 1t muft continually go on,
or why 1t might not be laid afide and refumed,

it 15 not eafy to dilcover.

This dependance of the foul upon the fea-
{ons, thofe temporary and periodical ebbs and

flows of intellett, may, 1 {uppofe, juftly be
derided
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derided as - the- fumes of vain imagination.
Sapiens dominabitur affris.  "The author. that
thinks himfelf weather-bound will find, with
2 little help from hellebore, that he 1s only
idle or exhaufted. ~But while this notion has
poffeflion of the head; 1t produaces the inabi-
lity which 1t {fuppofes. Our powers owe
much-of their energy to our hopes; poffunt
quia poffe videntur. When fuccefs {feems at-
tainable, dilizence 1s enforced ; but when it
is admitted that the faculties are fupprefled
by a crofs wind, or a cloudy fky, the day 1s
eiven up without refiftance ; for who can con-
tend with the courfe of Nature !

From {uch prepofleflions Milton {eems not
to nave been free. There prevailed in his
time an opinion that the world was m its
decav, and that we have had the misfortune
to be produced 1 the decrepitude of Nature.
It was {ufpected that the whole creation lan-
ouifhed, that neither trees nor animals had
the height or bulk of their predeceflors, - and
that every thing was daily finking in gradual
dimtnution. . Milton appears to {fufpeét that
fouls. partake of the general degeneracy,- and
is:n0t without fome fear that. his book “is to

be
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be written 1 an age too late for hetgick
poefy.

Another opinion wanders about the world,
and fometimes finds reception among wife
men ; an opinion that reftrains the operations
of the mmd to particular regions, and {up-
pofes that a lucklefs mortal may be born in
a degree of latitude too high or too low for
wifdom or for wit. From this fancy, wild
as it 15, he had not wholly cleared his head,
when he feared left the chmate of his couns
try mught be zoo cold for flights of imagi-

nation.

Into a mind already occupied by fuch fan-
cies, another not more reafonable might eafily
find its way. He that could fear left his ge-
nius had fallen upon too old a world, or too
chill a climate, might confiftently magnify
to himfelf the nftuence of the f{eafons, and
believe his faculties to be vigorous only half

the year.

His {fubmiffion to the feafons was at leaft
. e ‘ -
more rcafonable than his dread.of decaying

Nature, ot a frigid zone; for general caufes
operate
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operate uniformly in a general abatement of
mental power : if lefs could be performed by
the writer, lefs llkeW1fe would content the
judges of his work. Arnong this laggmg
race of frofty grovellers he might ftill have
rifen ‘info eminence by producing fomething
which they fhould not wﬁlz}zg{y let die. How-
ever infétior to the heroes who were born in
better ages, he mlght ftill be great among
his contempqranes, with the hope of grow-
mg every day greater in the dwindle of pofte-
nty. He might fhll be the giant of the
pygmies, the one-eyed monarch of the blind.

Of his artifices of ftudy, or particular
hours of compofition, we have little account,
nd there was perhaps little to be told.
Richardfon, who feemts to have been very
diligent 1n his enquiries, but difcovers always
awifh to find Miltory diferiminated from other
men, relates, that ¢ he would {ometimes lie
“ awake whole nights, but not a vetfe could
“hc-make; and on a {udden his poetical
“ faculty would rufh upon him with an #1-
' detus, or affrum, ‘and his daughtm Was Hn-
“ mediately called to fecure what came. At
“ other times he would dicate perhaps fo’f't';"

vor. I 0 ¢ s
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¢ Jines in a breath, and then reduce them to
« half the number.”

Thefe burfts of hght, and involutions of
darknefs ; thefe tranfient and involuntary ex-
curfions and retroceffions of invention, having
{fome appearance of deviation from the com.
mon train of Nature, are eagerly caught by
the lovers of a wonder. Yet {omething of
this inequality happens to every man m every
mode of exertion, manual or mental. The
mechanick cannot handle his hammer and
his file at all times with equal dextenty;
there arc hours, he knows not why, when
his band is out. By Mr. Richardfon’s rela-
tion, cafually conveyed, much regard cannot
be claimed. That, in his intelle¢tual hour,
Milton called for his daughter 7o fecure what
canme, may be queftioned; for unluckily i
happens to be known that his daughters were
never taught to write; nor would :he have
been obliged, as 1s univerfally confeffed, to
ltave employed any cafual vifiter n difbur-
thening his memory, if his daughter could
have performed the office.

M‘Thc
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The ftory of reducing his exuberance has
been told of other authors, and, though doubt-
lefs true of every fertile and copious mind,
feems to have been gratuitoufly transferred to

Milton.

What he has told us, and we cannot now
know more, 15, that he compofed much of
his poem 1n the mght and morning, I {up-
pole before his mind was difturbed with com-
mon bufinefs ; and that he poured out with
orcat fluency his wnpremeditated verfe. Ver-
fification, free, like his, from the diftrefles of
thyme, muft, by a work fo long, bz made
prompt and habitual; and, when his thoughts
were once adjufted, the words would come at
his command.

At what particular tumes of his life the
parts of his work were written, cannot often
be known. 'The beginning of the third book
thews that he had loft his fight ; and the In-
trodution to the feventh, that the return of
the King had clouded him with difcounte-
nance ; and that he was offended by the licen-
tious feftivity of the Reftoration, There are

Q 2 1o
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no other internal notes of time. Milton,
being now cleared from all effects of his dif
Joyalty, had nothing required from him but
the common duty of hving m quiet, to be
rewarded with the common right of protec.
tion : but this, which, when he {culked from
the approach of his King, was perhaps more
than he hoped, feems not to have fatisfied
him; for no fooner 1s he fafe, than he finds
himfelf in danger, fallen on evil days and evil
tongues, and with darknefs and with danger
compafs’d round. This darknefs, had his eyes
been better employed, had undoubtedly de-

ferved compaffion; but to add the mention
of danger was ungrateful and unjuft. He
was fallen indeed on evil deys; the time was
come 1in which regicides could no longer boaft
their wickedunefs. But of evif fongues for Mil-
ton to complain, required impudence at leat
cqual to his other powers; Milton, whofe
warmeft advocates muit allow, that he never
{pared any afpenty of reproach or brutality

of 1infolence.

But the charpe itlelf feems to be falfe;
for 1t would be hard to recollet anv reproach

caft upon hun, erther ferious or ludicrous,
througi
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through the whole remaining part of his life-
He purfued his ftudies, or his amufements,
without perfecution, moleftation, or infult.
Such 1s the revercnce paid to great abilities,
however mifufed : they who contemplated in
Milton the {cholar and the wit, were con-
rented to forget the reviler of his King.

When the plague (1665) raged in Lon-
don, Milton took refuge at Chalfont in
Bucks ; where Elwood, who had taken the
houfe for him, firlt faw a complete copy of
Paradife Loft, and, having perufed it, faid to
him, ¢ Thou haft faid a great deal upon
“ Paradife Loff ; what haft thou to fay upon
“ Paradife Found 7

Next year, when the danger of infeftion
had ceafed, he returned to Bunhill-fields,
md defigned the publication of his poem.
A licenfe was neceflary, and he could expe&t
no great kindnefs from a chaplain of the
archbifhop of Canterburv.  He {eems, how-
ever, to have been treated with tendernefs;
tor though objections were made to particular
pafiages, and among them to the fimile of
the fun eclipfed m the firlt book, vet the

9, 3 Licende
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licenf¢ was granted; and he {old his copy,
April 27, 1667, to Samuel Simmons, for an
immediate payment of five pounds, with a
ftipulation to receive five pounds more when
thirteen hundred fhould be fold of the firft
edition ; and again, five pounds after the fale
of the fame number of the fecond edition;
and another five pounds after the fame falc of
the third. None of the three editions were
to be extended beyond fifteen hundred co-
pies.

The firlt edition was of ten books, 1n 2
{fmall quarto. The titles were varied from
year to year; and an advertifement and the
arguments of the books were omitted 1n {fome
copies, and inferted 1n others.

The fale gave him 1n two years a right ta
his fecond payment, for which the receipt
was figned Apnl 26, 1669. The {econd
edition was not given till i674; 1t Was
printed in {fmall o&avo; and the number of
books was increafed to twelve, by a divifion
of the feventh and twelfth ; and fome other
{mall improvements were made. The third
ecdition was publifhed 1n 16783 and the wi-

dow,
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dow, to whom the copy was then to devolve,
{old all her claims to Simmons for eight
pounds, according to her receipt given Dec.
21, 1680. Simmons had already agreed to
transfer the whole right to Brabazon Aylmer
for twenty-five pounds ; and Aylmer {old to
Jacob Tonfon half, Auguft 17, 1683, and
half, March 24, 169o, at a pricc confiderably
enlarged,

The flow fale and tardy reputation of this
pocm have been always mentioned as evi-
dences of neglefted ment, and of the uncer-
tainty of literary fame; and enquiries have
been made, and conjeltures offered, about
the caufes of 1ts long obfcurity and late re-
ception.  But has the cafe been truly {tated ?
Have not lamentation and wonder been la-
vifhed on an evil that was never felt ?

That in the reigns of Charles and James
the Paradife Lot received no publick acclas
mations, 18 readily confefled. Wit and lite-
rature were on the fide of the Court: and
wno that folicited favour or the fafhion
would venture to praife the defender of the
regicides 7 All that he himfelf could think

O 4 his
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his due, from evi! tongues n evil days, was
that reverential filence which was generoufly
preferved,  But it cannot be inferred that his
poem was not read,;or not, however unwils

Lingly,. admued

Thc iule,l 1f 1t be conﬁdered will juftify

the, p,ub,lxc:}., Thoie who have no power to
Judgc of p’Lﬁ: tunes but by their own, fhould
alwmys doubt, their conclufions. The fale of
bgoks. was, not 1n M;lton s age what it 1§ in
the prefent, To read was not then a general
amufement 3 neither traders, nor often gen-
tlemen, thought themfelyes difgraced by ig-
nqrance, The women had not then afpired
to literature, nor was every houfe {fupplied
with a clofet of books. Thofe, indeed, who
profeffed learning, were not lefs learned than
at any other tume; but of that middle race
of ftudents who rcad for nleature or accom-

plithment, and who buy the numerous pro-
ducts of modern typography, the number
was then comparatively fmall, To prove the
paucity. of rcaders, 1t may be {ufficient to
remark,, that the nation had been fatishied,
from ‘:‘.t..: to 1604, that 15, forty-onc years,

BT f

with enly two edittons of the works of

)

% I i
~hakipeare,
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Shakfpeare, which probably did not toge-
ther make ore thoufand copies. '

The fale of thirteen hundred copies in
two years, 1n oppofition to {fo much recent
enmity, and to a ftyle of verfification new to
all and difgufting to many, was an' uncoms-
mon example of the prevalence of genius.
The demand did. not immediately increafe ;
for many more readers than were fupplied at
firft the nation did not afford. Only three
thoufand were fold in eleven years; for it
forced its way without afliftance : its admurers
dd not dare to pubhfh their opinion; and
the opportunities now given of attratting
notice by advertifements were then very few:;
for the means of proclaiming the publication
of netv books have been produced by that
gencral literature which now pervades the
nation through all its ranks.

But the reputation and price of the copy
L1l advanced, till the Revolution put an end
to the {ecrecy of love, and Paradife Lot
broke mto open view with {ufficient {ecurity
ot kmd reception.
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Fancy can hardly forbear to conjeture
with what temper Milton {urveyed the filent
progrefs of his work, and marked his repu.
tation fteabng its way in a kind of {ubter.
rancous current thiough fear and filence. [
cannot but conceive him ¢alm and confident,
hittle difappointed, not at all dejeted, relying
on his own merit with fteady confcioufnefs,
and waiting, without impatience, the vicif-
fitudes of opinion, and the impartiality of a
future generation.

In the mean time he continued his ﬁudics,'
and {upplied the-want of fight by a very
odd expedient, of which Philips gives the fol- .

lowing account :

Mr. Philips tells us, ¢¢ that though ou
« guthor had duily about him one or other
“to read, fome perfons of man’s eftate,
¢ who, of their own accord, greedily catched
« at the opportunity of being his readers,
¢ that thev might as well reap the benefit of
““ what they read to him, as oblige him by
“ the benefit of thar reading 5 and others ot
¢ younger years were fent by their parents to

ot the
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¢ the fame end: yet excufing only the
« eldeft daughter, by reafon of her bodily
« infirmity, and difficult utterance of {peech,
« (which, to fay truth, I doubt was the
« principal caufe of excufing her), the other
« two were condemned to the performance
“ of reading, and exaltly pronouncing of
“all the languages of whatever book he
« {hould, at one time or other, think fit to
« perufe, viz. the Hebrew (and I think the
“ Syriac), the Greek, the Latin, thelItalian,
« Spanifh, and French. All which forts of
“ books to be confined to read, without un-
“ derftanding one word, muft needs be a trial
“ of patience almoft beyond endurance. Yet
“ it was endured by both for a long time,
“ though the wkfomenefs of this employ-
““ ment could not be always concealed, but
** broke out more and more mto expreflions
“of uneafinefs ; fo that at length they were
“all, even the eldeft alfo, {ent out to learn
“ fome curious and ingenious forts of manu-
‘“ falture, that are proper for women to
“learn ; particularly embroideries it gold or
“lver”

1‘1
-
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Tn the fcene of mifery:which this mode of
intelleftual labour f{ets before our eyes, it is
hard to deteromne whether the daughters o
the father are.moft to.be lamented. A lan-
guage - not: underftood:can’ never be {o read as
to give pleafure, and very feldom fo as to
convey meaning, It few men would have
had refolution to write books with fuch em-
barrafiments, .few hikewife would have wanted
ability to find {ome better expedient.

- Three years after his Paradife Loft (166%),
he publithed his Hiffory of England, compri-
{ing the -whole fable of Geoffry of Monmoutb,
and continued to the Norman 1invafion.
Why. lic:thould have given the frft part
which he {cems not to believe, and which s
umverfally rejetted, 1t 15 difficult to conjec-
ture. The ftyle.1s harthy but it has:fome-
thing of .. vough :vigour, which -perhaps; 'may
often {trikeysthough.it cannat pleafs.. . ..

<3O tlys haltory sthel hcenfer agam fixed his
claws;-and cbefore cheiwould . franf{mit it to
the: pYsls tore put foveraliprtss, Some:cen-
fuves~of the Saxon monks were taken away,

4 left
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left they fhould be apphed to the modern
cergy ; and a charalter of the Long Par-
liament, and Aflembly of Divines, was.ex-
cluded 5 of which the author gave:a copy to
the earl of Anglefea;, and which, . being -af-
terwards publifhed, has been fince inferted in

its proper place. -

The {fame year were printed Paradife Re-
cained, and Sempfon Agonifies, a tragedy
written 1 1mitation of the ancients, and
never defigned by the author for the ftage.
Thefe poems were publithed by another
bookfeller. It has been atked, whether Sim-
mons was difcouraged from receiving them
by the flow fale of the former ! Why a wri-
ter changed his bookfeller a hundred years
a0, 1 am far from hoping to difcover. It is
certamn, that he who 1n two years fells thir-
teen hundred copies of a volume in quarto,
bought for two payments of five pounds cach,
has no reafon to repent his purchafe.

When Milton thewed Paradife Regamed to
Llwood, ¢ This,” faid he, 15 owing to
“you; for you put 1t in my head by the

‘¢ queftion
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«t queflion you put tome at Chalfont, which
¢ otherwife I had not thought of.”

His laft poetical offspring was his favourite,
He could not, as Elwood relates, endure to
hear Paradife Lofi preferred to Paradife Re.
gained, Many caufes may vitiate a writer’s
judgement of his own works. On that which
has coft him much labour he {ets a high
value, becaufe he is unwilling to think that
he has been diligent in vamn; what has been
produced without toilfome efforts 1s confi-
dered with delight, as a proof of vigorous

tculties and fertile invention ; and the laf
work, whatever it bz, has neceflaiily moft
of the grace of novelty. Milton, however it

happened, had this prejudice, and had 1t to
el

To that multiplicity of attainments, and
extent of comprchenfion, that entitle this
oreat author to our veneration, may be added
2 kind of humble dignity, which did not
diidain the meaneft {orvices to hiterature
‘The epick -poet, the controvertift, the polr
~tician, having already defecended to -accoms
madate children with a book of rudiment,
110W.
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now, 1n the laft years of his life, compofed
2 book of Logick, for the initiation of ftudents
in philofophy : and publifhed (1672) Arvis
Logice plenior Inflitutio ad Petri Rami wetho-
dum concinnafa y that 1s, < A new Scheme of
« Logick, according to the Method of Ra-
« mus.” Iknow not whether, even in this
book, he did not intend an aét of hoftility
againft the Univerfities ; for Ramus was one
of the firft oppugners of the old philofophy,
who difturbed with mnovations the quiet of
the {chools.

His polemical difpofition again revived.
He had now been fafe {o Jong, that he forgot
his fears, and publithed a Treatife of true Re-
hgion, Herefy, Schifin, Toleration, and the beft
Means to prevent the Growth of Pspery.

But this little tract is modeftly written,
with refpe@ful mention of the Chwrch of
England, and an appeal to the thirty-nine
articles.  His principle of toleration 15, agree-
ment 1n the {fufficiency of the Scriptures; and
he extends it to all who, whatever their opi-
nions .are, profels to derive them from the
facred books. The papifts appeal to other

6 tefti-
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teftimonies, and are therefore 1n his opinion
not to be permitted the hiberty of cither pub.
lick or private worthip; for though they
plead confcience, we have no warrant, he fays,
t0 regard confcience which is not grounded i
- Scripture, |

‘Thofe who are not convinced by his rea-
fons, may be perhaps delighted with his wit.
The term Roman mfba!zcl: 15, he fays, one of
the Pope’s bullss 1t 15 particular umw{/bl or
catholick [chifmatick.

He has, however, fomething better, As
the beft prefervative agamnft Popery, he re-
commends the diligent perufal of the Scrip-
tures; a duty, from which he warns the bufy

part of mankind not to think themfelves ex-
cufed.

He now reprinted his juvenile poems, with
{fome additions.

In the Iaft year of his hife hg fent to the
prefs, {feeming to take delight in pu‘alication*,
a colleCtion of Famihar Ep1f’des in Latins to
which, being too few to make a volume, he

added
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-lded fome academical exercifes; which per-
haps he p"eru(éd with plezifure, as they re-
called to his memory the days of youth; but
for which nothing but veneration for his name
could now procure a reader.

When he had attained his fixty-fixth year,
the'gout, with which he had been long tor-
mented, prevailed over the enfeebled powers
of nature, He died by a quiet and filent ex-
niration, about the tenth of November 1674,
at his houfe 1n Bunhul-ficlds ; and was buried
next his father in the chancel of St, Giles at
Cripplegate. His funeral was very {plendidly
and numeroufly attended,

Upon his grave there is {uppofed to have
heen o memonal ; but 1n our time a monu-
ment has been erected in Weftmintter-Abbey
Ts the Author of Paradife Loft, by Mr. Ben-
(v, who has m the wmfcription beftowed
more words upon himielt than upon Milton.

When the wnfcription for the monument
of Phalips, in which he was {aid to be fo/i
alitony fecundus, was exhibited to Dr. Sprat,
Uendeen of Welttnniter, he refufed to ad-

Vor. 1. P mit



210 M I L T O N.

mit it ; the name of Milton was, 1 his opi-
nion, too deteftable to be read on the wall of
a building dedicated to devotion.  Atterbury,
who fucceeded him, being author of the in.
{cription, permitted its reception. ¢ And
¢« {uch has been the change of publick opi-
« nion,” faid Dr. Gregory, from whom ]
heard this account, ¢ that I have {feen ereQed
« in the church a ftatue of that man, whofc
«« name I once knew confidered as a pollution
¢ of 1ts walls.”

Milton has the reputation of having been
in his youth eminently beautiful, {o as to
have been called the Lady of his college. 1
His hair, which was of a light brown, parted
at the foretop, and hung down upon his
{houlders, according to the picture which he
has given of Adam. FHe was, however, not
of the heroick ftature, but rather belosw the
middle fize, according to Mr. Richardion,
who mentions him as having narrowly efcapel
from being fbort and thick.  He was V1gOrou:
and adtive, and delighted m the cxercife of
the {word, in which he is rclated to havs
been eminently fkilful.  His weapon was, L
believe, not the rapicr, but the backiword

of
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of which he recommends the ufe 1n his book
en Education.

His eyes are faid never to have been bright 3
but, if he was a dexterous fencer, they mulk
have been onee quick.

His domeftick habits, fo far as they are
known, were thofe of a {evere ftudent. He
drank little ftrong dimk of any kind, and
fed without delicacy of choice or excefs n
quantity.” In his youth he ftudied late at
night; but afterwards changed his hours,
and refted in bed from nine to four in the
Summer, and five in Winter. The courfe
of his day was beft known after he was blind.
When he firft rofe, he heard a chapter n the
Hebrew Bible, and then ftudied till twelve ;
then took fome excrcife for an hour; then
dined ; then played ou the organ, and {ung,
or heard another fing; then ftudied to fix 3
then entertained his vifiters, till cight; then
fupped, and, after a pipe of tobacco and a
olafs of water, went to bed.

So 13 his life defcribed; buf this even
tenour appears attainable only i Colleges.

P 2 He
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He that lives 1n the world will fomctimes
have the {ucceflion of his prattice broken and
confufed. Vifiters, of whom Milton 1is re-
prefented to have had great numbers, wii]
come and {tay unfeafonably; bufinefs, of
which every maun has fome, muft be done
wiien others will do i,

When he did not care to rifc early, he had
fomething read to him by lus bedide ; per-
haps at this time lus daughters were ems-
ployed. He compofed much m the morning,
and dictated m the day, fitting obhiquely m
an clbow-chair, with his leg thrown over the

al'lll,

. Fortune appears not to have had much of
his care. In the cwvil wars he lent his per-
fonal eftate to the parliament; but when,
after the conteft was decided, he {olicited re-
payment, he met not onlv with neglect, but
fharp rebuke ; and, having tired both lumfelf
and his friends, was given up to poverty and
hopeleds mdignarion, till he thewed how able
he was to do greater fervice.  He was then
made Laun {ecretarv, with two hundred

pounds a vears and DLad a thouiznd pounds
ior
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tor his Defence of the People. His widow,
who, after his death, retired to Namptwich
in Chethire, and died about 1929, 15 {aid to
have reported that he loft two thoufand
pounds by entrufting it to a ferivener; and
that, in the general depredation upon the
Church, he had grafped an eftate of about
fixty pounds a year belonging to Weftminfter-
Abbey, which, like other fharers of the
plunder of rebellion, he was afterwards obliged
to return. 'T'wo thoufand pounds, which he
had placed in the Excife-office, were al{o ]oft.
There 1s yet no reafon to believe that he was
ever reduced to indigence. His wants, being
few, were competently f{upplied. He {old
his library before his death, and left his fa-
mily fifteen hundred pounds, on which his
widow laid hold, and only gave one hundred

to cach of his daughters.

His literature was unqueftionably great.
He read all the languages which are confi-
dered either as learned or polite; Hebrew,
with its two diale@s, Greek, Latin, Itahan,
French, and Spanith. In Latin his fkill was
fuch as places him in the firft rank of writers

and criticks 3 and he appears to have culti-

P 3 vated
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vated Italian with uncommon diligence. ‘Tl
books in which his daughter, who ufed tq
read to him, reprefented him as moft delight-
ing, after Homer, which he could almoft re.
peat, were Ovid’s Metamorphofes and Euri-
pides. His Eunpides 1s, by Mr. Cradock’s
kindnefs, now m my hands: the margm is
{fometimes noted ; but I have found nothing
remarkable,

Of the Englith poets he fet moft value
upon Spenfer, Shak{peare, and Cowley.
Spenier was apparently his favourite : Shak-
ipcare he may ealily be {uppofed to like,
with every other fkilful reader; but I fhould
not have expected that Cowlev, whofe 1deas
of excellence were {o different from his own,
would have had much of his approbation.
His charadter of Dryden, who {ometimes
vifited him, was, that he was a good rhymut,
but no poet, '

His theological opintons are faid to havy
been furft Calvimithical 5 and afterwards, per-
haps when he began to hate the Prefbyte-
rians, to have tended towards Arminianiim.
fn the mixed queftions of theology ard go-

Veruinent,
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vernment, he never thinks that he can recede
far enough from popery, or prelacy; but
what Baudius {fays of Eralmus feems‘ap-
plicable to him, magis babuit quod fugeret,
guam gquoa fegueretur. He had determined
rather what to condemn, than what to ap-
prove. He has not aflociated himfelf with
any denomination of Proteftants: we know
rather what he was not, than what he was.
e was not of the church of Rome: he was

not of the church of Eng’landp

To be of no church, 1s dangerous. Reli-
oion, of which the rewards are diftant, and
which 1s animated only by Faith and Hope,
will glide by degrees out of the mind, unlefs
it be mvigorated and reimprefled by external
ordmances, by ftated calls to worfhip, and
the falutary influence of example. Nilton,
who appears to_have had full conviction of
the truth of Chnftianity, and to have re-
garded the Holy Scriptures with the pro-
foundeft veneration, to have been untainted
by any heretical peculiarity of opinion, and
to have lived in a confirmed belief of the
smmediate and occafional agency of Provi-
dence, yet grew old without any vilible wor-

P4 {hip.



216 MIL T O N

fhip. In the diftribution of his hours, there
was no hour of prayer, either folitary, or
with his houfehold ; omitting publick prayers,
he.omitted all. |

Of this omiflion the reafon has been
{fought, upon a fuppofition which ought never
to be made, that men live with their own
approbation, and juftify thewr conduct to them-
{elves. Prayer certainly was not thought
fuperfluous by him, who reprefents our firft
parents as praying acceptably in the ftate of
innocence, and efficacioudly after their fall.
That he lived without prayer can hardly be
affirmed ; his ftudies and meditations were
an habitual prayer. The neglect of 1t in his
family was probably a fault for which he
condemned himfelf, and which he ntended
to correct, but that death, as too often hap-
pens, intercepted his reformation.

His political notions were thofe of an acri-
monious and furly republican, for which 1t
1s not known that he gave any better reafon
than that a popular government was the moft
Jrugal; for the trappings of a monarchy would
fet up an ordinary commsnwealth. 1t 1s furcly
very
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yery thallow policy, that {uppoies money to
be the chief good ; and even this, without
confidering that the {upport and expence of
1Court 1s, for the moft part, only a parti-
cular kind of traffick, bv which money 1s
arculated, without any natienal impoverith-

ment,

Milton’s republicani{m was, I am afraid,
founded 1 an envious hatred of greatnefs,
nd a fullen defire of mdependence; 1 petu-
lince 1mpatient of controyl, and pride dif-
dunful of fupertonty. He hated monarchs
in the ftate, and prelates 1 the church; for
he hated all whom he was required to obey.
[tis to be {ufpeted, that his predominant de-
ire was to deftroy rather than cftablith, and
tiat he felt not {fo much the love of liberty
15 repugnance to authority.

[t has been obferved, that they who moft
oudly clamour for liberty do not moft libe-
allv grant 1t. What we know of Milton’s
charater, in domeftick rclations, is, that he
was {evere and arbitrary.  His family con-
iited of women; and there appears in his
woks fomcthing like a Turkifh contempt of

females,
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females, as fubordinate and inferior beings,
That his own daughters might not break the
ranks, he fuffered them to be deprefled by q
mean and penurious education. He thought
woman made only for obedience, and man

only for rebellion,

Of his family fome account may be ex.
peted,  His fifter, firft married to Mr. Phi-
lips, afterwards married Mr. Agar, a friend
of her firft hufband, who fucceeded him m
the Crown-office.  She had by her firft huf:
band Edward and John, the two rephews
whom Milton educated ; and by her {econd,

two dau ghters.

I1is brother, Sir Chriftopher, had two
daughters, Mary and Catherine, and a o
Thomas, who fucceeded Agar in the Crown-
office, and left a daughter living in 1749 1

Grofvenor-fireet.

Milton had children only by his firft wiie;
Anne, Mary, and Decborab. Anne, thougl
deformed, married a mafter-builder, and died
of her firlt child. Mary died {ingle. Deborah

marricd Abraham Clark, a weaver in Spitais

ficlds,
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ficlds, and lived {eventy-fix years, to Auguft
1727, ‘This 1s the daughter of whom pub-
lick mention has been made. She could
repeat the firft lines of Homer, the Meta-
worphofes, and {ome of Euripides, by having
often read them. Yet here mecredulity is
ready to make a ftand. Many repetitions are
neceflary to fix m the memory hnes not un-
derftood 5 and why fhould Milton with or
want to hear them f{o often! ‘Thefe lines
were at the beginning of the poecms. Of a
book written 1 a language not underftood,
the beginning raifes no more attention than
the end; and as thofe that underftand it
know commonly the beginning beft, its re-
hearfal will {eldom be neceflary. It 1s not
likely that Milton required any paflage to be
fo much repeated as that his daugliter could
learn 1t 5 nor likely that he defired the initial
lines to be read at alls nor that the daughter,
weary of the drudgery of pronouncing un-
ideal founds, wouyld voluntanly commit them
{0 memory,

To this gentlewoman Addifon made a pre-
fent, and promifed fome eftablithment; but
died {oon after,  Queen Caroline fent her

ffty
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fifty gumeas. She had feven fons and thres
daughters ; but none of them had any chil.
dren, except her fon Caleb and her daughter
Elizabeth. Caleb went to Fort St. George
in the Eaft Indies, and had two {ons, of
whom nothing 1s now known. Elizabeth
married Thomas Fofter, a weaver in Spital-
fields, and had {even children, who all died,
She kept a petty grocer’s or chandler’s thop,
firft at Halloway, and afterwards 1n Cock-
lane near Shoreditch Church. She knew little
of her grandfather, and that little was not
good. Ohe told of his harfhnels to his daugh-
ters, and his refufal to have them taught to
write ; and, in oppofition to other accounts,
reprefented him as delicate, though tempe-
rate, 1 his diet.

In 1750, April 5, Comus was played for
her benefit.  She had {o little acquaintance
with diverfion or gaiety, that fhe did not
know what was intended when a benefit was
offered her. The profits of the night were
only one hundred and thirty pounds, though
Dr. Newton brought a large contribution;
and twenty pounds were given by Tonfon, a

man who 1s to be praifed as often as he 1
named.
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mamed.  Of this fum one hundred pounds
Wi plnced i the ftocks, after {fome debate
w-tween her and her hufband in whofe name
¢ (hould be entered ; and the reft augmented
dheir lietle ftock, with which they removed
w llington,  This was the greateft bene-
fulion that Paradife Lofi ever procured the
»ithor’s defcendents; and to this he who hag
now attempted to relate his Life, had the
lonour of contributing a Prologue.

IN
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IN the examination of Miltoi’s pocticy]
works, Ifhall pay {fo much regard to time g
to begin with his juvenile productions:  Foy
his eatly picces he feems to have had a degrz
of fondnefs not very laudable : what he ha;
once written he refolves to preferve, ang |
gives to the publick an unfinifhed poem, |
which he broke off becaufe be was - |
thing [atisficd with what be bad done, {uppo. §
fing his readers lefs nice than himfelf, Thef
preludes to his future labours are n Italian, |
Latin, and Englith, Of the Italian I cannot |
pretend to {peak as acritic ; but T have heard |
them commended by a man well qualificd |
to decide their ment,  ‘The Latin pieces art |
lufcioufly elegant ; but the delight which |
they afford is rather by the exquifite imitation |

of the ancient wrters, by the purity of the |

diftion, and the harmony of the numbers, |
than by any power of invention, or vigouro |
fentiment.  They are not all of equal value; |
the clegies excell the odes; and {fome of th:

exercifes on Gunpowder T'reafon might havs|

een {pared.

Tho
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The Englifh poems, though they make no
promifes of Paradife Loff, have this evidence
of genius, that they have a caft original and
unborrowed.  But their peculiarity is not
excellence ¢ if they differ from the verfes of
others, they differ for the worfe; for they
are tog often diftinguifhed by repulfive harthe
nefs ; the combinations of words are new,
but they are not pleafing ; the rhymes and

epithets feem to be laborioufly fought, and
violently applied.

That in the early part of his life he wrote
with much care appears from his manuicripts,
happily preferved at Cambridge, m which

‘many of his fmaller works are found as they

were fieft written, with the {ubfequent cor-
retions.  Such reliques thew how excellence
is acquired 3 what we hope ever to do with
eafe, we may learn firlt to do with dili-
oenCe.

Thote who admire the beautics of this
great pocet, {fomctimes force their own judge-
ment into falfc approbation of his little
pieces, and prevail upon themiclves to think

that
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that admirable which is onlv fingular,  AJf
that thort compolitions can commonly attain
1s neatnefs and elegance. Milton never learned
the art of doing little thmgs with grace; he
overlooked the milder excellence of {uavity
and f{oftnefs ; he was a Lioa that had no tkill

tn dandling the Kid.

One of the poems on which much prafe
has been beftowed 1s Lycidas; of wlich the
diction 15 harfh, the rhymes uncertan, and
the numbers unpleafing. What beauty there
15, we muft therefore feek m the fentiments
and mmages. It 15 not to be confidered as the
e:tufion of real paffion ; for paflion runs not
attcr remote allufions and obfcure opimions.
Paflion plucks no berries from the myrtle and
1vv, nor calls upon Arethufe and Mincius,
nor tells of rough fatyrs and fauns with cloven
seel, Where thezt, 15 leifure for idtion there

s lirtle gricﬁ

In ¢his poem there 1s no nature, for thers

s no truth; there is no art, for there 1s
nethine new, Its form 1s that of a paftoral,
eafv, vulear, and thercfore difgufting : what-
ever images 1t can fupply, arc long ago cx-
llllll{}k (s

0
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haufted ; and 1ts inherent improbability al-
ways forces diffatisfattion on theé mind.
When Cowley tells of Hervey that they
fudied together, it 1s eafy to fuppofe how
much he muft mifs the companion of his
labours, and the partner of his difcoveries;
but what image of tendernefs can be excited
by thefe lines ¢

We drove a field, and both together heard
What time the grey fly winds her fultry horn,
Battening our flockswith the frefh dews of night.

We know that they never drove a field, and
that they had no flocks to batten; and
though 1t be allowed that the reprefentation
miy be allegorical, the true meaning is {o
uncertain and remote, that it 1s never fought,
becaufe it cannot be known when 1t is found.

Among the flocks, and copfes, and flewers,
appear the heathen deities; Jove and Pheebus,
Neptune and /Eolus, with a long train of
mvinological 1magery, {fuch as a College ealily
tinpilzs,  Nothing can lefs difplay knows-
sdee, or lels exercife invention, than to tell
0w a thepherd has lott his companion, and
i now feed his flocks alone, without any

'\s'o;.. I O\ judge
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judge of his fkill 1n piping; and how ope
god afks another god what 1is become of Ly.
cidas, and how neither god can tell. Ha
who thus grieves will excite no fympathy;
he who thus praifes will confer no honour.

This poem has yet a grofler fault. With
thefe tnfling fittions are mingled the moft
awful and facred truths, {uch as ought never
to be polluted with fuch 1rreverend combina-
tions. The fhepherd likewi{e 1s now a feeder
of theep, and afterwards an ecclefiaftical paf-
tor, a f{uperintendent of a Chnftian flock,
Such equivocations are always unfkilful ; but
here they are indecent, and at leaft approach
to impiety, of which, however, I believe the
writer not to have been conicious.

Such is the power of reputation juftly ac
quired, thar its blaze drives away the ey
from nice examination. Surely no man could
have fancied that he read Lycidas with plea
fure, had he not known its author.

Of the two pieces, L' Allegro and Il Penf:-
rofo, 1 believe opinion 15 uniform; every man
that reads them, reads them with pleafure.

The
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The author’s defign is not, what Theobald
has remarked, merely to fhew how obje&s
derive their colours from the mind, by re-
prefenting the operation of the fame things
upon the gay and the melancholy temper, or
upon the fame man as he is differently dif-
pofed 5 but rather how, among the {ucceffive
varlety of appearances, every difpofition of
mind takes hold on thofe by which it may be

gratiﬁed.

The chearful man hears the lark m the
morning ; the penfive man hears the nightin-
gale in the evening. The chearful man {ees
the cock ftrut, and hears the horn and hounds
ccho 1n the wood ; then walks »ot unfeen to
obferve the glory of the rifing {un, or liften
to the finging milk-maid, and view the la-
bours of the plowman and the mower; then
cafts his eyes about him over {cenes of
{miling plenty, and looks up to the diftang
tower, the refidence of fome fair inhabitant;
thus he purfues rural gaety through a day of
labour or of play, and delights himfelf at
night with the fanciful narratives of {upers
ftirious 1gnorance,

Q2 'The
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The penfive man, at one time, walks #nfeer
to mufe at midnight; and at another hears
the fullen curfew. If the weather drives him
home, he fits in a room lighted only by g/o-
mg embers; or by a lonely lamp outwatches
the North Star, to difcover the habitation of
{eparate fouls, and varies the fhades of me-
ditation, by contemplating the magnificent
or pathetick {cenes of tragick and epic poetry.,
When the morning comes, a morning gloomy
with rain and wind, he walks nto the dark
tracklefs woods, falls afleep by {ome mur-
muring water, and with melancholy enthu-
fiafm expe&ts fome dream of prognoftication,
or fome mufick played by aenal performers,

Both Mirth and Melancholy are {olitary,
filent inhabitants of the breaft that neither
recetve nor tranimit communication; no men-
tion 1s therefore made of a philofophical friend,
or a pleafant companion. Seriouinefs does
ot arife from any participation of calamuty,
nor gaiety from the pleafures of the bottle.

The man of chearfuinefs, having exhaufted
the country, tries what fowered citres will
aftord,
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afford, and mingles with {cenes of {plendor,
gay affemblies, and nuptial fefhivities; but
he mingles a mere {pe&ator, as, when the
learned comedies of Jonfon, or the wild dra-
mas of Shak{peare, are exhibited, he attends

the theatre.

The penfive man mever lofes himfelf in
crowds, but walks the cloifter, or frequents
the cathedral. Milton probably had not yet

forfaken the Church.

Both his characters delight 1n mufick ; but
he feems to think that chearful notes would
have obtained from Pluto a compleat di{mif-
fien of Eurydice, of whom folemn {founds

only procured a conditional releafe.

For the old age of Chearfulnefs he makes
no provifion; but Melancholy he condutts
with great dignity to the clofe of life.

Through thefe two poems the images are
properly {elefted, and nicely diftinguithed ;
but the colours of the diftion {feem not {ufth-
ciently difcriminated.  His Chearfulnefs 1s
without levity, and his Penfivenefs without

Q 2 aipe-
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afperity, I know not whether the characters
are kept fufficiently apart. No murth cap,
indeed, be found in his melancholy ; butlam
‘afraid that I always meet {fome melancholy in
his mirth. ‘They are two noble efforts of
imagination.

The greateft of his juvenile performances
is the Mafk of Comus; in which may very
plainly be difcovered the dawn or twilight of
Paradife Loff. Milton appears to have formed
very early that {yftem of diction, and mode
of verfe, which his maturer judgement ap-
proved, and from which he never endea-
voured nor defired to deviate. |

Nor does Comus afford only a {pecimen of
his language ; 1t exhibits likewife his power
of defcription, and his vigour of {entiment,
employed in the praife and defence of virtue,
A work more truly poetical 15 rarely found;
allufions, 1mages, and defcriptive epithets,
embellith almoft cvery period with lavifh de-
coration. As a ferics of lines, therefore, it
may be confidered as worthy of all the ad-
miration with which the votaries- have rz
ceived it. o |

L33
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As a drama 1t 1s deficient. ‘The a&ion is

not probable. A Mafque, m thofe parts
where {upernatural 1intervention is admitted,
muft indeed be given up to all the freaks of
imagination ; but, {fo far as the action 1s
merely human, it ought to be reafonable,
which can hardly be faid of the conduét of
the two brothers; who, when their fifter
finks with fatigue in a pathlefs wildernefs,
wander both away together m {fearch of ber-
rics too far to find their way back, and leave
2 helplefs Lady to all the fadnefs and danger
of folitude. This hawever 15 a defect over-
balanced by its convenience.
Vhat deferves more reprehenfion 15, that
the prologue {poken in the wild wood by the
attendant Spirit 1s addrefled to the audience;
1 mode of communication fo contrary ta tha
nature of dramatick reprefentation, that no
precedents can fupport 1.

The difcourfe of the Spirit 1s too long 5 an
objedtion that may be made to almoft all the
following {peeches : they have not the {prite-
linefs of a dialogue amimated by reciprogal

Q. 4 con=
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contention, but {feem rather declamations de.
liberately compofed, and formally repeated,
on a moral queftion. The auditor therefore
liftens as ta a lecture, without paffion, with.
out anxiety.

"The {ong of Comus has airinefs and jol-
lity ; but, what may recommend Milton’s
morals as well as his poetry, the nvitations
to pleafure are fo general, that they excite no
diftin¢t images of corrupt enjoyment, and
take no dangerous hold on the fancy.

‘The following foliloquies of Comus and
the Lady are elegant, but tedious. The {fong
muft owe much to the voice, 1f it ever can
delight, At Jaft the Brothers enter, with too
much tranquitlity ; and when they have
feared left therr fifter thould be in danger,
and hoped that the 1s not 1n danger, the
Elder makes a {pcech 1 prae of chafhty,
and the Younger finds how fine it is to he a
ph1lofoPher.

. Then d¢fcends the Spmt i form of
{hepherd 3 :and, the Brothery inftead of bemg
1 hafte ta afk hos. helpy praifes hus' f'm*gulg

4 and



M I LT O N. 233

and enquires his bufinefs 1n that place. It is
emarkable, that at this interview the Bro-
ther 1s taken with a fhort fit of rhyming.
T¢ Spirit relates that the Lady 1s in the
r «wer of Comus; the Brother moralifes again ;
.- che Spirit makes a long narration, of no
> becaufe it 1s falfe, and therefore unfuitable

0‘-

'3 1 good Bem o

In all thefe parts the language 1s poetical,
and the fentiments are generous ; but there is
fomething wanting to allure attention.

The difpute between the Lady and Comus
s the moft animated and affeting {cene of
the drama, and wants nothing but a brifker
reciprocation of objections and replies, to m-
vite attention, and detain it.

The fongs are vigorous, and full of 1mage-
rv; but they are harfh in therr diction, and
not very mufical n their numbers.

Throughout the whole, the figures are too
bold, and the language too-luxuriant for dia-
logue. It is'a drama in the epic fiyle, inele-
cantly {plendid; and tedioufly inftrudtive.

The
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The Sounefs were written in different parts
of Milton’s life, upon different occalions,
They deferve not any particular critici{m ;
for of the beft it can only be faid, that they
are not bad 3 and perhaps only the eighth and
the twenty-frft are truly entitled to this flen-
der commendation. The fabrick of a fon-
net, however adapted to the Italan language,
has never fuccceded in ours, which, having
oreater variety of termination, requires the
rhymes to be often changed.

Thofe little pieces may be difpatched with-
out much qnxidy; a greater work calls for
greater care. 1 am now to examine Paradife
Loft ; a poem, which, confidered with refpect
to defign, may claim the firft place, and with
refpet to performance the fecond, among the

produ&ions of the human mind.

By thc general confent of criticks, the firft
praife of genius 15 due to the writer of il
epick poem, as 1t requires an affemblage of
all the powers which are fingly {ufficient for
other compofitions.  Poetry 1s the art of
uniting pleafure with truth, by calling 1ma-

gination to the help of reafon, Epick poetry
undertakes
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yndertakes to teach the moft important truths
by the moft pleafing precepts, and therefore
relates fome great event in the moft affe@ing
manner.  Hitory muft fupply the writer
with the rudiments of narration, which he
muft 1mprove and exalt by a nobler art, ani-
mate by dramatick energy, and diverfify by
retrof{pection and ant1c1patmn; morality muft
teach him the exa@® bounds, and different
thades, of vice and virtue: from policy, and
the prattice of life, he has to lcarn the dif-
eriminations of charalter, and the tendency
of the pafhons, either fingle or combined;
and phyfiology muft fupply him with illuf-
trations and mages. To put thefe materials
to poctical ufe, 15 required an 1magination
capable of painting nature, and realizing fic-
tion.  Nor 1s he yet a poet till he has attained

the whole extenfion of his language, diftin-
ouifhed all the delicacies of phrafe, and all
the colours of words, and learned to adjuit
their different founds to all the varicties of
metrical modulation,

Boflu 1s of opinion that the poct’s firft
work 15 to find a moral, which his fable s
afterwards to dluflrate and eftablith, -This

| {cems
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{feems to have been the procefs only of Mil-
ton; the moral of other poems is incidental
and confequent ; 1 Milton’s only 1t 15 effen.
tial and intrinfick. His purpofe was the moft
ufeful and the moft arduous; to vindicate the
ways of God to man; to thew the reafonable.
nefs of religion, and the neceflity of obe.
“dience to the Divine Law.

T'o convey this moral, there muft be a fabl,
a narration artfully conftructed, fo as to ex-
cite curtofity, and {furprife expetation. In
this part of his work, Milton muft be con-
fefled to have equalled every other poet. He
has nvolved 1n his account of the Fall of
Man the events which preceded, and thole
that were to follow it: he has interwoven
the whole {yftem of theology with {uch pro-
priety, that every part appears to be necel-
fary ; and{carcely any recital 1s withed fhorter
tor the {ake of quickening the progrefs of the
main ation.

The fubjet of an epick poem 1s natusally
an event of great importance. That of Mil-
ton 1s not the deftruGion of a city, the con-

duct of a colony, or the foundation of an
empiLe.
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empire. His fubje& 1s the fate of ' worlds,
the revolutions of heaven and of earth; re-
hellion againft the Supreme King, raifed by
the higheft order of created beings ; the over-
Nrow of their hoft, and the punithment of
their crime; the creation of a new race of
reafonable creatures ; their original happinefs
and innocence, their forfeiture of immorta-
lity, and their reftoration to hope and peace.

Great events can be haftened or retarded
aly by perfons of elevated dignity. =Before
the greatnef(s difplayed in Milton’s poem, all
other greatnefs fhrinks away. The weakeft
of his agents are the higheft and nobleft of
human beings, the original parents of man-
kind; with whofe a&ions the elements con-
fented ; on whofe recitude, or deviation of
will, depended the ftate of terreftrial nature,
and the condition of all the future inhabicants

of the globe.

Of the other agents in the poem, the chief
zre fuch as 1t is irreverence to name on flight
wealions.  The reft were lower powers ;

—0f
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—0of which the leaft could wield

Thofe elements, and arm him with the force
Of all their Tegions ;

powers, which only the controul of Omy;.
potence reftramns from laying creation wafk
and filling the vaft expanfe of {pace with ruj;
and confufion. To dilplay the motives an
attions of beings thus fuperiour, fo far o
human reafon can cxamine them, or huma
unagination reprefent them, 1s the tatk whic
this mighty poct has undertaken and per
formed.

In the examination of epick poems muc
{peculation is commonly employed upon th
charallers. ‘The charalers in the Parady
Lof, which admit of examination, are the
of angels and of man; of angels good au
evil; of man in his innocent and finful ftat.

Among the angels, the virtue of Rapha
13 mild and placid, of eafy condefcenfion an
free communication 3 that of Michael is regd
and lofty, and, as may feem, attentive to th
dignity of his own nature. Abdiel and G:

bricl appear occalionally, and aét as everyn
cider
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cident requires ; the folitary fidelity of Abdiel

15 very amiably painted.

Of the evil angels the charalters are more
diverfified. ‘To Satan, as Addilon obferves,
fuch fentiments arc gwven as {uit zhe mof!
evalled and mofi depraved beng. Nilton has
heen cenfured, by Clarke, for the impiety
which fometimes breaks from Satan’s mouth.
For there are thoughts, as he juftly remarks,
which no obfervation of charalter can juftify,
becaufe no good man would willingly pet-
mit them to pafs, however tranfiently,
through his own mind. To make Satan
(peak as a rebel, without any fuch exprefiions
s might tant the reader’s imagination, was
indeed one of the great difficulties n Mil-
ton’s undertaking, and I cannot but think
that he has extricated himfelf with great
happinefs,  ‘There 1s 12 Satan’s {pecches little
that can give pain to a plous car.  The lan-
guage of rebeilion cannot be the fame with
that of obedience.  The malignity of Saten
foams 1m naughtinels and obitinacy; but his
expreflions are commonly general, and no
otherwife offenfive than as they are wicked.

3 The
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'The other chiefs ofthe celeftial rebellion
are very judicioufly difcriminated in the
firft and {econd books; and the ferocious
chara&ter of Moloch appears, both in the
battle and the council, with exa& con-

fitency.

To Adam and to Eve are given, durnng
their innocence, f{uch {entiments as inno-
cence can generate and utter. ‘Thetr love is
pure benevolence and mutual veneration ;
their repafts are without luxurv, and their
diligence without toil. Thetr addrefles to
their Maker have little more than the voice
of admiration and gratitude. Fruition left
them nothing to afk, and Innocence left them
nothing to fear.

But with guilt enter diftruft and difcord,
mutual accufation, and ftubborn felf~-defence;
they regard each other with alienated minds,
and dread their Creator as the avenger of
their tranforefiion. At laft they {eek fhelter
i his mercy, {often to repentance, and melt
i fupplication.  Both before and after the

Fall,
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rall, the fuperiority of Adam is diligently
fuftaineds

Of the probable and the marvellous, two
parts of a vulgar epick poem, which im-
merge the critick i deep confideration, the
Paradife Lofi requires Iittle to be faid. It
contains the hiftory of a miracle, of Creation
md Redemption ; 1t difplays the power and
the mercy of the Supreme Being ; the pro-
bable therefore 1s marvellous, and the marvel-
lous 1s probable. The {ubftance of the narra-
tive 15 truth 3 and as truth allews no choice,
It 15, like neceflity, {uperior to rule. To the
acidental or adventitious parts, as to every
thing human, fome {light exceptions may be
mide. But the mamn fabrick 1s immovably

{upported, r

It 15 juftly remarked by Addifon, that this
poem has, by the nature of its fubje&?, the
wvantage above all others, that it 1s univer-
llly and perpetually interefting, All man-
kind will, through all ages, bear the fame
relation to Adam and to Eve, and muft par-
tike of that good and evil which extend to
thenmifelves,

VOL. I, R Of
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Of the machinery, {o called from ©eog e
wnyevis, by which 1s meant the occafiona]
interpofition of fupernatural power, another
fertile topick of critical remarks, here is no
room to fpeak, becaufe every thing 1s done
ander the immediate and vifible direétion of
Heaven ; but the rule is fo far obferved, that
no part of the ation could have been accom-
plithed by any other mears.

Of epifodes, I think there are only two,
contained in Raphael’s relation of the warn
heaven, and Michael’s prophetick account of
the changes to happen in this world. Both
are clofcly connefted with the great action;
one was neceflary to Adam as a warnimg,
the other as a confolation.

To the compleatnels or ntegrity of the
defign nothing can be objected; it ha
diftin&tly and clearly what Ariftotle requircs
a beginning, a middle, and an end. Ther
is perhaps no poem, of the fame length
from which fo little can be taken without
apparent mutilation.  Here are no funeral
gamcs, nor is there any long defcription of 1

fhield.
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fhield. The fhort digreffions at the begin-
ning of the third, feventh, and ninth books,
might doubtlefs be {pared; but fuperfluitieg
{o beautiful, who would take away ! or who
docs not with that the author of the l/iad had
aratified fucceeding ages with a little know-
ledge of himfelf? Perhaps no paflages are
more frequently or more attentively read
than thofe extrinfick paragraphs; and, fince
the ¢itd of poetry is pleafure, that cannot be
unpoetical with which all are pleafed,

The queftions, whether the a&ion of the
poemi be {tritly ome, whether the poem can
be properly termed hervick, and who is the
here. are raifed by {uch readers as draw their
principles of judgement rather from Dbooks
thin from reafon. Milton, though he inti-
tuled Peradife Loff only a poem, yet calls 1t
himfelf Aeroick fong.  Dryden, pctulantly
and indecently, denies the heroifm of Adam,
becaufe he was overcome ; but there 1s no
reafon why the hero fhould not be unfortu-
nate, except eftablithed practice, fince fuccefs
and virtue do not go neceflarily together.
Cato 15 the hero of Lucan; but Lucan’s au-
thority will not be {fuffered by Quintihan to

R 2 decide,
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decide.  However, 1if {uccefs be neceffary,
Adam’s deceiver was at laft cruthed ; Adam
was reftored to his Maker’s favour, and
therefore may {ecurely refume his human

rank.

After the fcheme and fabrick of the poem,
muft be confidered its component parts, the
fentiments and the diction.

The fentiments, as expreflive of manners,
or appropriated to charalters, are, for the

greater part, unexceptionably juit.

Splendid paflages, contamning leflons of
morality, or precepts of prudence, occur
{feldom. Such is the original formation of
this poem, that as it admits no human man-
ners till the Fall, it can give httle affiftance
to human conduét, Its end s to raife the
thoughts above fublunary cares or pleafures.
Yet the praife of that fortitude, with which
Abdiel maintained his fingularity of virtue
againit the {corn of multitudes, may be ac-
commodated to all times; and Raphael’s re-
proof of Adam’s curiofity after the planetary

motions, with the anfwer returned by Adam,
may
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may be confidently oppofed to any rule of life
which any poet has delivered.

The thoughts which are occafionally called
forth in the progrefs, are fuch as could only
be produced by an imagination in the higheft
degree fervid and active, to which materials
were fupplied by inceffant ftudy and unlimited
curiofity.  The heat of Milton’s mind might
be faid to fublimate his learning, to throw
off into his work the {pirit of {cience, unmins-

oled with its grofler parts,

He had confidered creation in its whole
extent, and his defcriptions are therefore
learned. He had accuftomed his 1magina-
tion to unreftrained indulgence, and his con-
ceptions thercfore were extenfive, The cha-
ralteriftick quality of his poem 1s fubhimity.
He fometimes defcends to the elegant, but
his element 1s the great. He can occafional-
ly inveft himfelf with grace; but his natural
port is gigantick loftinefs ¥. He can pleafe
when pleafure 1s required ; but 1t is his pecu-
liar power to aftonifh,

* Algarotti terms it gicantefea fublimita Miitoniana,

R 3 He
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- He feems to have been well acquainted
with his own genws, and to know what it
was that Nature had beftowed upon him more
bountifully than upon others; f:hc power of
difplaying the vaft, lluminating the {plendid,
;cnfdfciné the awful, darkening the glocmy,
and aggravating the dreadful: he therefore
chofe a fubjett on which too much could not
be faid, on which he might tire his fancy
without the cenfure of extravagance.

‘The appearances of nature, and the occur-
rences of life, did not {atiate his appetite of
greatnefs. 'To paint things as they are, re.
quires 2 mnute attention, and employs the
memory rather than the fancy. Miltan’s de-
light was to fport in the wide regions of pof-
fibility 3 reality was a fgene too narrow for
his mind. He fent his faculties out upol
difcovery, into worlds where only imagina-
tion can travel, and dehghted to form new
modes of exiﬁeﬁ_ce, and furnifth fentiment and
action to fuperior beings, to trace the coun-
fels of hell, or accompany the choirs of
heaven, '

Put
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But he could not be always in other
worlds : he muft fometimes revifit earth, and
tell of things vifible and known. When he
cannot raife wander by the {ublimity of his

mind, he gives delight by 1its fertility.

Whatever be his {ubjet, he never fails to
fill the imagination. But his images and
defcriptions of the fcenes or operations of
Nature do not feem to be always copied from
original form, nor to have the frefhnefs, raci-
nefs, and energy of immediate obicrvation.
He faw Nature, as Dryden exprefles it, through
the [peciacies of books; and on moft occalions
ealls learning to his affiftance. 'The garden
of Eden brings to his mind the vale of Enna,
where Proferpine was gathering flowers. Sa-
tan makes his way threugh fighting ele-
ments, like Argo between the Cyaneun rocks,
or Ulyfes between the two Sictlian whirlpools,
when he fhunned Charybdis on the larboard.
The mythological allufions have been juftly
cenfured, as not being always ufed with
notice of their vanity; but they contribute
variety to the narration, and produce an al-
ternate excrcife of the memory and the fancy:.

R 1 His
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His fimilies are lefs numerous, and mare
various, than thofe of his predeceflors. But
" he does not confine himfelf within the limits
of rigorous compartfon: his great excellence
is amplitude, and he expands the adventitious
image beyond the dimenfions which the oc-
cafion required, Thus, comparing the fhield
of Satan to the orb of the Moon, he crowds
the imagination with the dilcovery of the
telefcope, and all the wonders which the
telefcope difcovers.

Of his moral {entiments it 1s hardly prafe
to affirm that they excel thofe of all other
pocts ; for this {fuperiority he was indebted to
his acquaintance with the facred writings,
The ancient epick poets, wanting the Lght
of Revelation, were very unfkilful teachers
of virtue: their principal charalters may be
great, but they are not amiable. The reader
may rife from their works with a greater de-
gree of altive or paflive fortitude, and fome-
times of prudence; but he will be able to
carry away few precepts of juftice, and none
of mercy., |

From
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From the Italian writers it appears, that
the advantages of even Chriftian knowledge
may be poflefled in vain. Arofto’s pravity
is generally known ; and though the Dels
verance of Jerufalem may be confidered as a
facred fubject, the poet has been very {paring

of moral inftruétion.

In Milton every line breathes fané&ity of
thought, and purity of manners, except when
the train of the narration requires the ntro-
duttion of the rebellious fpirits; and even
they are compelled to acknowledge their {ub-
iection to God, in fuch a manner as excites
reverence, and -confirms piety.

Of human beings therc are but two; but
thole two are the parents of mankind, vene-
rable before their fall for dignity and inno-
cence, and amiable after 1t for repentance
and {fubmiffion. In their firft ftate their af-
fechion 1s tender without weaknefs, and their
piety fublime without prefumption. When
they have finned, they thew how difcord be-
oins 1 natural {railty, and how it ought to
ceale 11 mutual forbearance ; how confidence

of
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of the divine favour is forfeited by fin, and
how hope of pardon may be obtamed by
penitence and prayer. A ftate of innocence
we can only conceive, if 1ndeed, 1n our pre-
{fent mifery, 1t be poflible to conceive 1t 5 but
the fentiments and worfhip proper to a fallen
and offending being, we bave all to learn, as
we have all to prattife,

The poet, whatever be done, 1s always
oreat, Qur progemtors, m their firft {tate,
converfed with angels; even when folly and
fin had degraded them, they had not i thei
humiliation zbe port of mean furtors 5 and they
rife again to reverential regard, when we find
that their prayers were heard,

As human paffions did not enter the world
before the Fall, there 1s 1 the Paradife Lot
little opportunity for the pathetick ; but what
little there 15 has not been loft. That paffion
which 1s peculiar to rational nature, the an-
guifh arifing from the confcioufnefs of trani-
greflion, and the horrours attending the fenfe
of the Divine Diipleafure, are very juftly de-
{cribed and forcibly imprefied. But the pai-
fions are moved only on one occafion ; fubl-

mity
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mity 1s the general and prevailing quality in
this poem; fublimity varioufly modified,
fometimes defcriptive, fometimes argumen-

9t Ve,

The defe®s and faults of Paradife Lof,
for faults and defets every work of man
mult have, 1t 1s the bufinefs- of impartial
citicitim to difcover. As, in difplaying the
excellence of Milton, I have not made long
quotatipns, becaufe of {eleCting beauties there
had heen no end, I fhall in the {fame general
manner mention that which feems to deferve
cenfure 5 for what Englithman can take de-
light in tranfcribing paflages, which, if they
leflen the reputation of Milton, diminifh m
fome degree the honour of our country ?

The generality of my {cheme does not ad-
mit the frequent notice of verbal inaccura-
cies; which Bentley, perhaps better fkilled in
srammar than 1 poetry, has often found,
though he {ometimes made them, and which
he imputed to the obtrufions of a revifer
whom the author’s blindnefs obliged him to
employ. A {uppofition rath and groundlefs,

i he thought it true; and vile and perni-
clous,
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cious, 1f, as is faid, he in private allowed j
to be falfe.

'The plan of Paradife Loff has this incon.
ventence, that it comprifes neither human
actions nor human manners. The man and
woman who a& and fuffer, are in a flate
which no other man or woman can ever
know. The reader finds no tranfaCion i
which he can be engaged ; beholds no con.
dition in which he can by any effort of ima.
oination place himfelf; he has, therefor,

little natural curiofity or {ym pathy.

We all, indeed, feel the effets of Adam’s
difobedience ; we all fin like Adam, and like
him muft all bewail our offences; we have
reftlefs and mmfidious enemies 1n the fallen
angels, and 1w the blefled {pints we have
guardians and friends ; 1n the Redemption of
mankind we hope to be mcluded : and 1n the
defeription of heaven and hell we are furely
interefted, as we are all to refide hereafter

either in the regions of horror or of blifs.

But thefe truths are too important to be
pew ; they have been taught to our infancy;
they
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they have mingled with our folitary thoughts
and familiar converfation, and are habitually
terwoven with the whole texture of life.
Being therefore not new, they raife no unac-
aiftomed emotion i the mind; what we
new before, we cannot Iearn ; what 1s not

umexpected, cannot {urprife.

Or the ideas fuggefted by thefe awful
feenes, from fome we recede with reverence,
except when ftated hours require their aflo-
cation 3 and from others we thrink with hor-
ror, or admit them only as {alutary inflic-
tions, as counterpoifes to our nterefts and
naflions. - Such images rather obftru&t the
career of fancy than mcite 1t.

Pleafure and terrour are indeed the genuine
jources of poetry ;3 but poetical pleafure muft
be fuch as human imagimation can at leaft
concetve, and poetical terrour fuch as human
ftrength and fortitude may combat, The
ccod and evil of KEternity are too poz‘lderoué
i the wings of wit; the nund {inks under
Uem in pafiive helplefinefs, content with
Gl behief and humble-adoration.

4 Known

<7
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Known truths, however, may take a dif.
ferent appearance, and be conveyed to the
mind by a new train of intermediate Lmages,
This Milton has undertaken, and performed
with pregnancy and vigour of mind peculia
to himielf. Whoever confiders the few ra.
dical pofitions which the Scriptures afforded
him, will wonder by what energetick opeta-
tion he expanded them to fuch extent, and
ramified them to fo much vartety, reftrained
as he was by religious reverence from licen

tioufnefs of fi¢tion.

Here 1s a full difplay of the united force
of ftudy and genius; of a great accumulation
of materials, with judgement to digeft, and
fancy to combine them : Milton was able to
{ele& from nature, or from ftory, from an-
cient fable, or from modern {cience, whatever
could illuftrate or adorn his thoughts. An
accumulation of knowledge impregnated his
mind, fermented by ftudy, and {ublimed by
imagination.

It has been therefore faid, without an ins

decent hyperbole, by one of his encomiafts,
that
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that in reading Paradife Loft we read a book
of univerfal knowledge.

But original deficience cannot be fupplied.
The want of human intereft 1s always felt.
Paradife Loft 15 one of the books which the
reader admures and lays down, and forgets to
take up agan.  Its perufal 1s a duty rather
than a pleafure. We read Milton for mnftruc-
tion, retire harrafled and overburdened; and
look elfewhere for recreation s we defert our
mafter, and feek for companions.

Another inconvenience of Milton’s defign
15, that 1t requires the defcription of what
cannot be deferibed, the agency of {pirits.
He {faw that immatertality fupplied no 1mages,
and that he could not thow angels acting but
by inftruments of action; he therefore -
vefted them with form and matter., This,
being neceffary, was therefore defenfible;
and he fhould have {ccured the confiftency of
his {yftem, by keepmng immateriality out of
fight, and enticing his reader to drop 1t from
his thoughts. But he has unhappily per-
piexed his poetry with his philofophy. His
infernal and celeftial powers are {fometimes

pure



pure {puit, and fometimes animated body:.
When Satan walks with his lance upon the
burning marle, he has a body; when, in hig
paflage between hell and the new world, he
1s in danger of finking in the vacuity, and is
{upported by a guft of rifing vapours, he has
a body ; when he animates the toad, he {feems
to be mere {pirit, that can penetrate matter
at pleafure; when he flarts up m bis own
Shape, he has at leaft a determined form ; and
when he 15 brought before Gabriel, he has a
[pear and a fhield, which he had the power of
hiding in the toad, though the arms$ of the
contending angels are evidently material.

The vulgar mhabitants of Pandicmonium,
being sucorporeal fpirits, are at large, though
without number, i a lumted {pace; yet in
the battle, when they were overwhelmed by
mountains, their armour hurt them, crufbed
in upon their [ubfiance, now grown grofs by
Sfinming. ‘This likewife happened to the un-
corrupted angels, who were overthrown #0¢
Jooner for their arms, for unarmed they might
eafily as fpirits bave evaded by contralinn,
or remove. Even as {pirits they are hardly

{piritual ; for comtraiiion and remove arc
1mages
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images of matter; but if they could have
efcaped without their armour, they might
have efcaped from 1it, and left only the
empty cover to be battered. Uriel, when he
rides on a fun-beam, 1s material ¢ Satan 1s
material when he 1s afraid of the prowefs of

Adam.

The confufion of {pirit and matter which
pervades the whole narration of the war of
heaven fills it with incongruity ; and the
book, in which it 1s related, is, I believe, the
favourite of children, and gradually negleted
03 knowledge 1s increafed.

After the operation of immiaterial agents,
which cannot be explained, may be confi-
dered that of allegorical perfons, which have
noreal exiftence. "Toexalt caufes into agents,
to invelt abftract. ideas with form, and ani-
mate tnem with aétivity, has always been
the right of poetry. But fuch airy beings
are, for the moft part, {uffered only to do
their natural office, and retire. Thus Fame
tells a tale, and Viétory hovers over a general,
or perches on a ftandard; but Fame and
Victory can do no more. To give them any

YoL. I. S real
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real employment, or afcribe to them any
material agency, is to make them allegorical
no longer, but to thock the mind by afcribing
effe@ts to non-entity. In the Prometheus of
Hichylus, we fee Violence and Stremgth, and
in the Alceflis of Euripides, we fee Deat),
brought upon the ftage, all as ative perfons
of the drama; but no precedents can juftify
abfurdity.

Milton’s allegory of Sin and Death 1s un.
doubtedly faulty. Sin is indeed the mother
of Death, and may be allowed to be the por-
trefs of hell; but when they ftop the jour
ney of Satan, a journey defcribed as real, and i
when Death offers him battle, the allegory
is broken. 'That Sin and Death fhould have
thewn the way to hell, might have been al-
lowed ; but they cannot facilitate the paffage
by building a bridge, becaufe the difficulty of
Satan’s paflage 1s defcribed as real and {enfible,
and the bridge ought to be only figuratwe.
The hell afligned to the rebellious {purits 15 de-
{cribed as not lefs local than the refidence of
man. It is placed in fome diftant part of
{pace; feparated from the regions of harmony

and order by a chaotick wafte and an unoc-
cupied
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cuPied vacuity; but S and Death worked

up a mole of aggregated [z1l, cemented with
afphaltus; 2 work too bulky for ideal architects.

This unikilful allegoty appears to me one
of the greateft faults of the poem ; and to this
there was no temptation, but the author's
opinion of its beauty.

To the conduét of the narrative fome objec-
tions may be made. Satanis with great ex-
pectation brought before Gabriel in Paradife;
and is fuffered to go away unmolefted. ‘The
creation of man 1s reprefented as the confe-
quence of the vacuity left in heaven by the
expulfion of the rebels; yet Satan mentions
1t as a report rife in beaven before his depar«
ture,

To find fentiments for the ftate of mno-
cence, was Ve'ry difficult ; and {omething of
anticipation perhaps 1s now and then difco-
vered. Adam’s difcourfe of dreams feems
not to be the fpeculation of a new-created
being, Iknow not whether his anfwer to
the angel’s reproof for curiofity does not want
fomething of propriety : it 1s the fpeech of 2

> 2 man.
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man acquainted with many other men. Some
philofophical notions, efpecially when the phi-
lofophy is falfe, might have been better omitted.
'The angel, 1n a comparifon, {peaks of tzmorous
deer, before deer were yet timorous, and be-
fore Adam could underftand the comparifon,

Dryden remarks, that Milton has fome
flats among his elevations. This 15 only to
fay, that all the parts are not equal. In every
work, one part muft be for the {ake of others;
a palace muft have paffages; a poem muft
have tranfitions, It is no more to be required
that wit fhould always be blazing, than that
the {un thould,always f{tand at noon. Ina
oreat work there 1s a viciflitude of Iuminous
and opaque parts, as there1s in the wosrld a
fuccethon of day and night. Milton, when

he has expatiated in the fky, may be allowed
fometimes to revifit carth; for what other

author ever foared {o high, or fuftained his
fhght {o long ?

Milton, being well verfed in the Italian
pocts, appears to have borrowed often from
them ; and, as every man learns {omething
from his companions, his defirc of imitat-

Ing



MILTON 261
ing Ariofto’s levity has difgraced his work
with the Paradife of Fools 5 a fi&tion not in
itfelf ill-imagined, but too ludicrous for its

Piace.

His play on words, 1n which he delights
too often 3 his equivecations, which Bentley
endeavours to defend by the example of the
ancients 3 his unneceffary and ungraceful ufe
of terms of art ; 1t 1s not neceflary to mention,
becauife they are eafily remarked, and gene-
rally cenfured, and at laft bear folittle pro-
portion to the whole, that they {carccly de-
ferve the attention of a critick, |

Such are the faults of that wonderful per-
formance Paradife Loft 5 which he who can
put in balance with 1ts beauties muft be con-
fidered not as nice but as dull, as lefs to be
cenfured for want of candour, than pitied for

want of {enfibility.

Of Paradife Regamed, the general judge-
ment feems now to be night, thatit s in
many parts elegant, and cvery-where inftrucs
tive, It was notto be fuppofed that the wri-
ter of Paradife Leff could ever write without

S

3 great
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oreat effufions of fancy, and exalted precepts
of wifdom. The bafis of Paradife Regained is
narrow ; a dialogue without alion can never
pleafe like an union of the narrative and dra-
matick powers, Had this poem been written
not by Milton, but by fome imitator, it
would have claimed and received univerfal

Praifep k

If Paradife Regained has been too much
depreciated, Sampfon Agonifies has in requital
been too much admired. It could only be
by long prejudice, and the bigotry of learﬁing,
that Milton could prefer the ancient trage-
dies, with their encumbrance of a chorus, to
the exhibitions of the French and Englifh
ftages; and 1t 1s only by a blind confidence
i the reputation of Milton, that a drama
can be praifed i which the intermediate parts
have neither caufe nor confequence, neither
haften nor retard the cataftrophe.

In this tragedy are however many par-
ticular heauties, many juft fentiments and
ftriking lmes ; but 1t wants that power of at-
tra&ing the attention which a well conne&ed
plan procuces,

Milton
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Milton would not have excelled in drama-
tick writing ;3 he knew human nature only in
the grofs, and had never ftudied the {hades of
charater, nor the combinations of concurring,
or the perplexity of contending paffions. He
had read much, and knew what books could
teach ; but had mingled little in the world,
and was deficient in the knowledge which
experience muft confer,

Through all his greater works there pre-
vails an uniform peculiarity of Diftion, a
mode and caft of expreflion which bears little
refemblance to that of any former writer,
and which 1s {o far removed from common
ufe, that an unlearned reader, when he firft
opens his book, finds himfelf furprifed by a

Nnew language.

This novelty has been, bv thofe who can
find nothing wrong in NMhlton, imputed to
his laborious endeavours after words fuitable
to the grandeur of his 1deas, QOur language,
{ays Addion, funk under him. But the truth
15, that, both 1n proie and verfe, he had
formed his ftyle by a perverfe and pedantick

S 4 principle,
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principle. He was defirous to ufe Englith
words with a foreign idiom. 'This 1n all his
profe is difcovered and condemned ; for there
judgment operates freely, neither {oftened by
the beauty, nor awed by the dignity of his
thoughts; but fuch 1s the power of his poetry,
that his call is obeyed without refiftance, the
reader feels himfelf in captivity to a higher
and a nobler mind, and cniticifm finks in ad:
miration, |

Milton’s ftyle was not modified by his fub.
je&t: what 1s thown with greater extent m
Paradife Lofl, may be found in Comus, Qne
fource of his peculiarity was his familiarity
with the Tufcan pocts; the difpofition of his
words 1s, I think, frequently Italian; per-
haps {ometimes combined with other tongues,
Of him, at laft, may be faid what Jonian
{ays of Spenfer, that be wrote no language,
but has formed what Butler calls a Babylonifb
Dialect, 1n itlelf harth and barbarous, but
made by exalted genius, and extenfive learn-
ing, the vehicle of {o much mnftruction and
{o much pleafure, that, likc other lovers, we
And grace 1n 1ts deformuty., '

What-
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Whatever be the faults of his diction, he
cannot want the praife of copioufnefs and
variety : he was mafter of his language in 1ts
full extent ; and has fele@ed the melcdious
words with {uch diligence, that from his book
alone the Art of Englifh Poetry mght be

learned.

After his dichon, fomething muft be faid
of his werfification. The meafure, he {ays, s
the Englifh heroick wverje avithout rhyvize. Of
this mode he had many examples among the
Italians, and {fome 1 his own country. The
Earl of Surry 1s {aid to have tranflated one
of Virgil’s books without rhyme; and, be-
fides our tragedies, a few thort pocms had
appeared in blank verfe; particularly one
tending to reconcile the nation to Raleigh's
wild attempt upon Guiana, and probably writ-
ten by Raleigh himiclf. "Thefe petty per-
formances cannot be {uppefed to have much
mfluenced Milton, who more probably took
his hint from Trifino’s [talia Liberata; and,
ﬁnqu blank verfe cafier than rhvine, was
defirous of perfuading himfclt that 1t s
better,

Rihyme,
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Rhbyme, he fays, and fays truly, s no necef
Jary adiunét of true poetry. But perhaps, of
poetry as a mental operation, metre or mufick
1s no neceflary adjunét : 1t 1s however by the
mufick of metre that poetry has been difcr-
minated 1n all languages; and in language;
meiodioufly conftruted, by a due proportion
of long and fhort {fyllables, metre 1s {ufficient,

But one language cannot communicate it
rulss to another: where metre is fcanty and
imperfect, {fome help is neceflary. The mu-
fick of the Englith heroick line ftrikes the
car {o faintly that it 1s eafily loft, unlefsall
the fyllables of every line co-operate toge-
ther: this co-operation can be only obtained
by the prefervation of every verfe unmingled
with another, as a diltinét {yftem of {ounds;
and this diftinénefs 1s obtained and preferved
by the artifice of rhyme. The varety of
paufes, fo much boafted by the lovers of
blank verfe, changes the meafures of an Eng-
hifh poet to the periods of a declaimer ; and
there arc only a few {kilful and happy readers
of AMilton, who enable thar audience to per-

wive where the lines end or begin. Blant|

o .?J)ft’ y
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werfe, {aid an ingenious critick, feems to be
werfe only o the eye.

Poctry may fubfift without rhyme, but
Englith poetry will not often pleafe ; nor can
dhyme ever be fafely {pared but where the
fubjet 1s able to fupport itfelf. Blank verfe
makes fome approach to that which is called
the lapidary flyle; has neither the eafinefs of
profe, nor the melody of numbers, and there-
fore tires by long continuance, Of the Ita-
lan writers without rhyme, whom Milton
leges as precedents, not one 1s popular;
what reafon could urge in its defence, has
been confuted by the ear.

But, whatever be the advantage of rhyme,
[ cannot prevail on mylelf to with that Mil-
ton had been a rhymer; for I cannot wifh
s work to be other than 1t 15; yet, like
other heroes, he 1s to be admired rather than
mitated.  He that thinks himfelf capable
of aftomthing, may write blank verfe; but
thofe that hope only to pleafe, muft conde-
{und to rhyme.

The higheﬁ praife of genius is origiual
mvention, Milton canrot be faid to have
COll~

W
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conteived the ftru@ure of an epick poem,
and therefore muft yield to that vigour ang
amplitude of mind to which all generations
muift be indebted for the art of poetical nar.
ration, for the texture of the fable, the va.
ration of incidents, the interpofition or di
logue, and all the ftratagems that furpnfe
and enchain attention. But, of all the bor-
rowers from Homer, Milton 1s perhaps the
leaft indebted. He was naturally a thinker
for himfelf, confident of his own abilities,
and difdainful of help or hindrance: he du
not refufe admiffion to the thoughts or images
of his predeceflors, but he did not feek
them. From his contemporaries he neither
courted nor received fupport; there 1s in hi
'Wlltlll“b nothing by which the pride of other
anthors muight be gratificd, or favour gained;
no exchange of praife, nor {olicitation ot
{fupport. His great works were pc1f01med
under dilcountenance, and in blindnefs, but
difFiculties vanithed at his touchs; he wi
born for whatever 1s arduous; and his worx
is not the greatelt of heroiwck poems, only be-
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