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University of Wyoming Online

SOC 4650: Urban Sociology
Fall 2018: 
Chikwendu Christian Ukaegbu

Phone: 307-760-4915
chris@uwyo.edu 

Course Description:

 Cities have been known as centers of trade and technological innovation, the seat of political power and education, and pace-setters of artistic, entertainment and popular culture. In other words, cities constitute centers of political, economic, educational and cultural modernity.  This rosy picture notwithstanding, cities retain the stigma as locales of social problems. 

This course examines the role of cities in society and the social and political processes invoked to tackle the tensions and contradictions of the urban environment from a global perspective. We will examine the theories and concepts with which sociologists try to explain the urban environment, industrial and postindustrial cities, problems of the city and the paths by which the latter are tackled. The effectiveness or otherwise of the efforts to deal with these problems will be analyzed. Although we focus on American cities, cities in other societies or regions of the world will be examined for comparative purposes. 
Specific Objectives:

1.
To enable students to understand the history and role of the city in human society
2.
Students to assess the strengths and weaknesses of major sociological 
theories of the city
3.
To let students know the interaction between the growth of American cities and industrialization i.e. the rise of the industrial city

4.
Students will be able to distinguish the positive and negative effects of cities and the inherent contradictions in this important aspect of modern human habitat

5.
Students will learn about specific problems of cities- sprawl, crime, and social inequality, 

6.
To let students identify and understand the city as a center of group cooperation and tension-racial, ethnic, gender, nationality, and class

7.
To introduce students to how the various problems of cities have been tackled over time-students to evaluate effectiveness or non-effectiveness of strategies

8.
Students to learn about aspects of cities in other societies, namely Europe, Africa, Asia and South America for comparative purposes

9.
Students to improve their critical thinking, analytical and written communication skills, comparative thinking through class discussions and writing papers thereby benefit from a balanced liberal arts education.
Course Requirements:  There will be two examinations, 13 weekly discussions, and a term paper.  
. 

Class Discussion: You will be asked to discuss 1set of questions each week. The questions will be taken from the readings of the week. Each weekly discussion has 10 points. There are primary and secondary postings. Your initial response to the discussion topics is your primary posting. Your three secondary postings are your reactions to other people’s postings or your reactions to others’ responses to your own postings.  In your secondary postings, mention the person and the ideas you are responding to in order to put your response in context. It is not enough to say that you like a person’s posting. Make sure you discuss the substance of the person’s posting. 
There will be a total of 12 discussions in the semester. Each discussion question is posted on the Wednesday of each week, beginning on August 29. You have a full week to post your contribution before another question comes up. Combine the content of the readings and your personal knowledge in the discussion. Cite the readings or any other source you use to make your ideas more academic.  Remember, the discussion forum is one of the main class meetings where most of the learning takes place.  Bear in mind that a good discussion session occurs when discussants respect, and are civil to, one another. 




Discussion Score




Coverage of Questions 

3




Comprehension of Content 

3




Secondary Postings 


3

Quality of writing 


1

TOTAL

           10



The Examinations:

  
The midterm and the final exams will take place on the dates specified on the course calendar. The exams will be made up of multiple choice, fill-in blanks, and short essay questions. There will be a revision guide for each examination
Term Paper: * Write a 10-page paper on any topic of your choice relevant to the course. Your paper must be your original work with sources outside the course readings. Use a minimum of 8 and a maximum of 12 sources. You may use the course reading only once and no more. The rest of your sources must come from your own research.  Limit the use of freelance Internet sources in your term paper, unless in the case of electronic journals or books. Cite the full particulars of the journal or book. Use the APA manual of style I will post on Module class during the semester.  The APA manual of style provides examples of how to cite information taken from Internet and non-Internet sources. The paper should be typed, double-spaced, with page numbers and a carefully and correctly done bibliography. Use the bibliographical style posted on this course site.  To ensure that your proposed paper is related to the course, send me an email of the title or topic you intend to write on. Call me any time to discuss your paper or to clarify any aspect of the course. The term paper is due on December 7. 



 Course Grades:

   

  First Exam


  52


 130 Discussions @ 10
130



 Term Paper


  20

                      Second Exam

  
  49



Total
         

251
           

Required Texts: 

 Kleniewski, N & A. Thomas (2011), Cities, Change & Conflict: A Political Economy of Urban Life, Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Cengage
Abrahamson, M. 2014, Urban Sociology: A Global Introduction, New York< NY: Cambridge University Press
Some readings are available on Canvas Module
Course Calendar:

  PART A:
THE CITY: HISTORICAL & THEORETICAL INTRODUCTION

Week of Aug. 29: 
Defining Cities & Urban Issues

            Readings:
Abrahamson, Ch. 1; Kleniewski, Ch. 1
Week of Sept. Sept. 5:  Theoretical Perspectives on Cities
Readings: 

Kleniewski & Thomas, Ch. 2







Abrahamson, Ch. 5
Week of Sept 12:
The City in Historical Perspective: 
Readings:

Kleniewski & Thomas, Chs. 3, 4 & 6 

PART B:
THE CITY IN THE UNITED STATES

Week of Sept. 19:
Urban Sprawl
Readings:

Kleniewski & Thomas, Ch. 5



G. D. Squires, “Urban Sprawl and the Uneven 



Development of Metropolitan America (Canvas)



D.J. Cieslewicz, “The Environmental Impacts of Sprawl” 

(Canvas)

  Week of Sept. 26: City and Social Inequality

Readings:
Kleniewski & Thomas, Ch. 10

Wed, 10/24:
P. Jargowsky, “Sprawl, Concentration of Poverty, and Urban Inequality” 
(Canvas)



OCTOBER 3-4: MID TERM EXAM

Week of Oct. 3:
Immigrants, Ethnic Groups and the City
Readings:

Kleniewski & Thomas, Chs 8 & 9



Rebecca Raijman & M. Tienda, “Training Functions of 


Ethnic Economies: Mexican Entrepreneurs in Chicago” 


(Canvas)
Week of Oct 10:
Cities, Change & Conflict
Readings:

Kleniewski & Thomas, Ch. 12



   Ch.15
Week of Oct. 17:
Urban Policy and Urban Planning
Readings:

Kleniewski, Chs. 13 & 14

 
J. Manning Thomas, “Rebuilding Inner Cities: Basic 
Principles” 
(Canvas) 


C. Abbott, “Planning a Suitable City: The Promise of Portland’s Urban 
Growth Boundary” (Canvas)


PART C:  GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE CITY

Week of Oct. 24: Case Studies in Industrial & Post Industrial Cities
  Readings:

       Abrahamson, Chs. 2, 3 & 4

Week of Oct. 31:
Global Cities, Income Inequality & Immigrants
  Readings:

Abrahamson, Chs. 6 & 7 
Week of Nov. 7:
Global Cities & Global Culture

  Readings:

Abrahamson, Chs. 8 & 9

Week of Nov. 14:
Cities in the Developing World 

Readings:

Kleniewski & Thomas, Ch. 7




Mehretu & Mutambirwa, “Cities of Sub-Saharan Africa” 



(Canvas); 



Mitchell & Godfrey, “Cities of South America”



(Canvas)
Week of Nov 21:
Writing & Completing Research Paper




DEC 3-4: Final Exam


                        DEC. 7:     TERM PAPER DUE

 Please be informed that University of Wyoming takes academic integrity very seriously.   Plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty is inconsistent with the Principles Regarding Academic Integrity outlined by the University and so will be treated according to the provisions stipulated for violations of those principles.
