	[image: image8.png]Date

Lecture Topic

Lab




	Sociological Research Methods
Sociology 4095
Spring  2019


Class Meetings:

Monday/Wednesday/Friday 11:00am – 11:50am
Lab Meetings:

Friday 12:00pm – 12:50pm

Classroom:

Agriculture Building (AG) 328
Professor:

Matthew Painter
Office Hours:

Monday & Wednesday 2:00pm – 3:30pm
 
Office:


308 Arts and Sciences
Email:


mpainter@uwyo.edu (please put “SOC 4095” in subject line)

Graduate Assistant:
Megan McClure

Office Hours:

Tuesday & Thursday 10:00am – 11:30am; by appointment

Office:


313B Arts & Sciences Building

Email:


mmcclur5@uwyo.edu (please put “SOC 4095” in subject line)
After the plague the Lord said to Moses and to Eleazar the son of Aaron, the priest. “Take a census of all the congregation of the people of Israel, from twenty years old and upward.”
· Numbers 26:1-2

Laud Humphreys didn’t just study S-E-X but observed and discussed homosexuality. And it wasn’t even the caring-and-committed-relationship-between-two-people-who-just-happen-to-be-the-same-sex homosexuality but tawdry encounters between strangers in public toilets. Only adding the sacrifice of Christian babies could have made this more inflammatory for the great majority of Americans in 1970.
· Babbie, Earl. 2004. “Laud Humphreys and Research Ethics.” International Journal of Sociology and Public Policy 24(3/4/5):12-18.

We found that females were underrepresented in the titles, central roles, pictures, and stories of every sample of books we examined. Most children’s books are about boys, men, male animals, and deal exclusively with male adventures. Most pictures show men singly or in groups. Even when women can be found in the books, they often play insignificant roles, remaining both inconspicuous and nameless.

· Weitzman et al. 1972. “Sex-Role Socialization in Picture Books for Preschool Children.” American Journal of Sociology 77:1125-50.

PREREQUISITE
Junior standing in sociology major, completed WB/C2 requirement, STAT/SOC 2070, and SOC 3900
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will examine the design and conduct of social research. Students will complete a research prospectus, including formulating a sociological research question, developing hypotheses, conducting a literature review, surveying prospective data, speculating about potential findings, and discussing implications. This course satisfies the USP03–WC and USP15–C3 requirement.
COURSE objectives

In this course, we will:

1) use library and online sources for secondary research.
2) evaluate sociological research.
3) apply appropriate sociological methodologies to varied research questions.
4) organize and write an effective sociological research proposal.

5) synthesize and present the research proposal to the class.
​​​​
Required Readings

There are two (2) required books and twenty-four (24) required articles for this course.
 The books may be purchased at the University Bookstore. They are also available through Internet bookstores (addall.com is a great search engine for used books). Articles are available in the “Articles” course module on the WyoCourses course webpage. Please consult the course schedule and bring the appropriate book(s) and/or articles with you to class.
Books:

Edwards, Mark. 2014. Writing in Sociology. 2nd Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. ISBN: 9781483351292.
Schutt, Russell K. 2019. Investigating the Social World. 9th Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. ISBN: 9781506361192.
additional materials

Students will need three (3) blue Accu-Scan sheets to use throughout the semester. These are available for purchase in the University Bookstore. Students should complete the relevant identification information beforehand; that is, write and bubble their name and W# before class begins. Students will need a #2 pencil to fill out the Accu-Scan sheets.

Students will need to be familiar with our course webpage on WyoCourses (http://www.uwyo.edu/wyocourses/). This page houses the syllabus, readings, exemplars, handouts, and your scores from assignments and exams. Students must have access to a computer, MS Office, and Internet connectivity that will allow them to complete this course. Students should check the course site and their UW email daily. Lack of access to needed technology is not an excuse for late and/or incomplete work.
Preparing for Class

To succeed in this class, students should actively read all of the assigned chapters and articles. I expect that students have read and are familiar with the assigned readings for each class period. In addition to reading chapters out of the texts, there are several articles to read each week. These are included as examples of the research methods/issues we will discuss in class that day. We will talk about how to approach these readings in more depth, but let me provide some guidance here. Some of the articles are entirely about methods; it is advisable to read all of these articles. For most articles, read the abstract and methods section very closely. You should know the research question, hypotheses (if any), what the outcome, explanatory, and control variables are (if any), and how they relate to the research question and hypotheses. It would be informative to skim the rest of the article (perhaps paying the most attention to the discussion/conclusion) in order to understand what the article is about and how the data, variables, and methods fit in. I will feel free to call on students during class to answer questions about the reading and to facilitate discussion. 
Participating in Class

I expect students to attend class and be punctual. Consequences of missing class (i.e., notes, handouts, discussion) are your own responsibility. Students are expected to actively participate in both small and large group discussions. Each student should behave in a professional manner befitting an intellectual environment. Students should feel free to disagree with the instructor and/or with other students. Disrespect, discourtesy, and/or otherwise demeaning behavior are inappropriate in the university and classroom intellectual community and will not be tolerated. 

Distractions

It is the responsibility of the individual student to maintain behavior that is appropriate for the intellectual environment of the class. Distracting behavior (e.g. talking, cell phone activity, Internet use; arriving late, leaving early, packing up before the end of class, and/or other inappropriate behavior) will not be tolerated. In my experience, cell phone activity is particularly distracting. Not only does it detract from the individual student’s learning, but it distracts the learning of one’s neighbors.

FORMAT OF WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

Writing assignments are expected to meet the following requirements: typed, white paper, double-spaced, text on both sides (i.e., duplexed
), 12 pt. Times New Roman font
, 1 inch margins, “Normal” style
, page numbered
, and hole-punched.
 Students should also include their name and a title.
 Students must use ASA format. Failure to follow these requirements will result in a score of five (5) points on CPAs and one (1) letter grade deduction on the other assignments.
Course Requirements

Mastery of the material in this course will be demonstrated through ten (10) class preparation assignments, two (2) article presentations, three (3) non-cumulative exams, ten (10) lab exercises, four (4) research meetings, compilation of a research folder, one (1) sole-authored research prospectus, and one (1) presentation of the research prospectus. Students will also participate in a Major Field Test assessment during Finals Week.
Class Preparation Assignment. Students will complete ten (10) Class Preparation Assignments (CPA). Each CPA is worth ten (10) points. The prompts for each CPA are located under the “Home” or “Modules” tabs on WyoCourses (the prompts are single-spaced, students should follow the formatting guidelines and double-space their responses). Students should treat the CPA Word documents as templates and preserve the formatting as they complete and turn in their assignments. The length of each CPA should be two (2) full pages. In answering each question, students should apply and extend the textbook material using an essay style. CPAs should be turned in under the “Assignments” tab by clicking on the particular assignment and uploading the completed CPA using “Submit Assignment” in the far right column.

CPAs will be evaluated on whether students have fully answered each question and will be scored as follows: ten (10) to nine (9) points for excellent work, eight (8) points for good work, seven (7) points for fair work, and six (6) points for marginal work (see “Course Grade Guidance” below). CPAs containing unacceptable work will be marked with a zero (0). If students fail to follow the proper formatting guidelines (see above), their CPA will receive five (5) points, no matter the quality.

CPAs are due on Mondays, before class begins (i.e., 11:00am MST).

Article Presentation. Over the course of the semester, students will present two (2) articles listed in the Course Schedule. These articles provide substantive context and additional examples of the particular aspects of the research process or methods we are examining that week. All students are expected to actively read the articles, regardless of whether they are presenting or not. Articles will be assigned randomly. The presentation order will be posted on WyoCourses. The student assigned to the first article for the week should be prepared to present on Wednesday and the student assigned to the second article should be prepared to present on Friday. Each presentation is worth fifty (50) points.
Examinations. There will be three (3) in-class examinations. Each exam is worth one hundred (100) points. Question format will include multiple choice, short answer, and short essay. Students will need a blue Accu-Scan for the multiple choice questions. Written questions will be answered on the exam itself. For the essay questions, students should be concise, accurate, and demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the material by incorporating the readings, lectures, and/or class discussions into their answers. Each exam will contain twenty-five (25) multiple choice, three (3) short answer, and one (1) essay question. Point allocation will be two (2) for multiple choice, eight (8) for short answer, and twenty-five (25) for essay questions.
In-class exams: February 22; March 15 (Friday before Spring Break); May 3.
Lab Exercises. There are ten (10) lab exercises that are worth ten (10) points each. These will be completed in the lab and will be due at the end of the lab period. Students should use the lab exercises as an opportunity to receive in-class feedback on the various components of the research prospectus that they should already have in progress. Labs are not the time to begin working on an upcoming component. Labs are developed directly from the material (see Research Prospectus below) available in the syllabus.
One important aspect of the research process is the solicitation of outside feedback. To this end, students will participate in a Peer Workshop (April 29 – May 3), where they will exchange drafts and offer suggestions for revisions of each other’s papers. Students are expected to make “good faith” efforts at helping their colleagues’ drafts improve. Please note that the draft exchanged with your peer does not need to be a finished, polished draft. After peer review, all papers will be handed in for evaluation of the comments and suggestions. Drafts will be returned to their authors with the expectation that relevant and helpful comments will be incorporated into the final draft.

Research Meetings. Students will participate in four (4) research meetings – two before and two after Spring Break – with the instructor and graduate assistant (1 each before and after). Each meeting is worth fifty (50) points.
Research Folder. Students will be required to compile a research folder (i.e., 1-inch 3-ring binder) that will hold the individual steps in the research prospectus process – detailed below – that will be completed over the course of the semester.
 For each component of the research prospectus, students will receive written feedback and concrete suggestions for revising the documents. These comments will help students improve subsequent steps in the research process. The research folder allows students to demonstrate a trajectory of improvement associated with their own revisions as well as the comments of the instructor and graduate assistant. It is crucial that students attend to these comments so that they do not repeat the same mistakes in subsequent drafts. Failure to address comments from previous assignments/drafts in the Research Prospectus will result in a one letter grade deduction. Since successful compilation of the research folder is crucial to the research process, assignments will not be accepted unless they are in the research folder AND accompanied by ALL previous assignments/drafts. Research folders will be promptly returned to students. If students are absent from class when research folders are returned, it is their responsibility to pick up their folder from Dr. Painter. Students should bring their Research Folder to ALL labs and other classes as designated in the course schedule.
Research Prospectus. Students will work independently to develop an original, feasible, and sociological research prospectus. The project will be on a topic of their choosing and will propose to use data of their choosing. Several preliminary steps will be completed over the course of the semester, culminating in a professional research prospectus written in American Sociological Association journal article (i.e., American Sociological Review) format.
Students will hand in sections of the research prospectus throughout the semester. Please see the Course Schedule for due dates. The final paper is due (to the instructor, in person) at the beginning of the University-designated Final Exam period. We will meet during our scheduled Final Exam period for the Major Field Test assessment.
The research process will proceed systematically as follows:

· topic paper

· annotated bibliography
· data report
· prospectus outline

· literature review
· first draft
Topic paper. This is your first attempt at framing the research prospectus. Follow the recommendations for writing an introduction (see below).
Annotated bibliography. Students must turn in an annotated bibliography of at least ten (10) research articles and/or scholarly books that they plan to use in their literature review. An annotated bibliography is a list of journal articles, books, book chapters, and other documents on a particular topic. Each citation is followed by a brief paragraph (250 words or less) which describes the citation. The annotation documents the relevance and quality of the sources cited. You should note how the citation is related to your research topic, the important findings, and include a sentence or two about the methods and limitations of the data. This assignment will be crucial for the literature review assignment. Please note that the citations themselves should be single spaced and in bold while the annotated bibliographies should be double spaced (see exemplars). To help students include all the necessary elements for this assignment, students can use the following font highlights: bold font for how the citation is related to your research topic, underlining for the important findings, and italics for the methods and limitations of the data. Please note that this formatting suggestion is not required.
Data report. This is your first attempt at writing the data and methods sections of your research prospectus (see below).
Prospectus outline. This assignment allows students to demonstrate that they have a firm enough grasp of their topic to begin the literature review and then begin drafting their research prospectuses. The format should be a “sentence outline.”
Literature review. This is the final step before students begin drafting their research prospectuses. For guidance in writing the literature review, see below.

First draft. This is the first attempt at putting it all together. The previous steps in the research prospectus process should be blended together to form a coherent whole. Please note: written feedback on first drafts will come from the Peer Review Workshop.
Your research prospectus should comprise at least thirteen (13) and no more than fifteen (15) full pages of text. A list of references should be appended. These pages are not considered part of the required pages of text. Your research prospectus will consist of several parts, designated by subheadings.

· The introduction should constitute, roughly, three well-developed paragraphs. In these paragraphs, students may explain the research topic, what is to be done in this study, and why it is an important contribution. Alternatively, students may write their introduction by identifying their outcome variable (and why it is important), explaining their explanatory variable and unique approach, and finally mapping what they are going to do in their paper. Regardless of the particular approach, students should clearly answer the “so what?” question.
· The literature review elaborates the background for the study and provides the justification for the importance of the research question. This section describes the central questions and findings of research reported in scholarly journals and books. The literature review does not simply present a chronological synopsis of past studies; rather, it synthesizes theories and findings into a coherent description of the major points that form the framework for your research project. This section should situate your contribution, clearly explain why your research fills a gap in past research, and concisely argue why that gap needed filling. A successful literature review will incorporate at least fifteen (15) citations. The literature review should culminate in testable hypotheses clearly demonstrating how the hypotheses were derived from previous research or theory. That is, the hypotheses should be grounded in – and logically extend – from the literature. The hypotheses will provide guidance for your expected findings. They should be clearly demarcated within a separate section.
· The data and methods section describes – in detail – the research design, data source(s), variables (and their operationalization) and the analytical strategy that will be employed. You should also include a description of possible ethical and/or research issues. 
· The discussion section should contain three (3) subsections. The first, the expected findings subsection, should describe what you would expect to find if you conducted your study (in light of your hypotheses and methodological approach). The second, the implications subsection, should explain what these findings mean and how they are related to larger sociological issues in U.S. society (i.e., reiterate your answer to the “so what?” question in light of your expected findings). The last subsection, the conclusion subsection, should wrap up your paper.
Please keep in mind that a research prospectus should be written using the language and structure typical of high quality sociological research. Your final product will be graded on the quality of writing, soundness of the theoretical development, exactness of the hypotheses, clarity of the data and variables description, discussion of anticipated findings, and discussion of the implications of this research. 
A research prospectus should also clearly convey what the researcher plans to do. Excellent writing is imperative for writing an effective research prospectus. At a minimum, sociological writing requires proper word usage, accurate spelling, correct grammar, and good organization. Keep in mind that truly excellent scientific writing is unpretentious; fancy words and complicated sentences more often confuse than clarify one’s intended meaning. We will work together to develop your ability to write well.

Research Presentation. Students will present their work to the class in a five (5) minute (no more) presentation during the week of May 6 – May 10. Students must use Powerpoint and have their presentation loaded on a USB flash drive. Presentation order will be randomly assigned and announced on a day-to-day basis. Therefore, it is in each student’s best interest to be ready to present on the first day. If students are unprepared when it is their turn, their presentation will be considered late. In lab, we will discuss how to develop and deliver successful presentations. Importantly, another way to improve one’s presentation style is by observation of others’ presentations; therefore, attendance for ALL presentations is required. An unexcused absence will result in a zero for this component of the course grade.
Major Field Test assessment. As part of your sociological education, you will participate in the Major Field Test (MFT) assessment. This will be conducted during the University-assigned Final Exam period. This assessment is approximately 140 questions long, divided into two (2) sections: Core Sociology and Critical Thinking. Students will hand in their Research Folders at the beginning of the period and then begin the exam. Students who fail to attend the Final Exam period and complete the MFT assessment will fail the course. Your scores on the MFT assessment will – in no way – affect the scoring of your Research Folder (the scores are not available until well after course grades are posted). This information will remain strictly confidential.
NOTE ON COURSE GRADING

Most of the course grading will be done by the graduate assistant, Ms. McClure, in consultation with me. Please consider him the first stop for any questions about the course. You should feel free to contact me about any and all issues as well.
course GRADE guidance
Most of your grade for this class is based on written work. It may be helpful to think of your work as graded along a continuum, ranging from excellent to unacceptable work. Admittedly, this process is subjective; the advantage is the possibility of partial credit. To help address the subjective nature of grading written work, rubrics will be used for all assignments. Below are broad comments that provide insight into the grading of written work in this course.  

A range
Excellent work. Demonstrates superior ability to creatively and appropriately organize and express ideas. Provides a comprehensive and thoughtful response to all assigned questions.  

B range
Good work. Demonstrates good organization and expression of ideas. Provides a solid response to all assigned questions.

C range
Fair work. Demonstrates moderate skill in organization and expression of ideas. Provides an acceptable response to all assigned questions.

D–F range
Marginal to Unacceptable work. Demonstrates little to no clear ability to organize and express ideas in an understandable manner. Provides an incomplete response to some or all of the assigned questions.

missed ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments are due – in hard copy format only – at the start of the class period on the day they are due (except for CPAs, see above). I do not accept assignments that are emailed, in my mailbox, slid under my door, given to anyone else, etc. Scores on non-CPA late assignments will be reduced by the equivalent of one letter grade for each day late. CPAs that are late will receive a score of zero (0).
Early exams/presentations are not available; late assignments/exams necessitate an Authorized Absence. Please review the Authorized Absence Policy (http://www.uwyo.edu/dos/absences/) in the Dean of Students office. Absences due to illness require a doctor’s note. Advanced notice of an Authorized Absence is always welcome. Late assignments/exams may be entirely in essay format and may be given in a supervised, quiet space within the Sociology department. Late assignments/exams must be completed within one (1) week of the scheduled assignment/exam.

Use of Electronic and Recording Devices

The use of electronic devices (including but not limited to cellular telephones, computers, digital cameras, stand-alone video cameras, Internet-accessible webcams, video recorders, audio recorders) to transmit/record images and/or lecture/discussions/conversations during class without explicit permission and acknowledgement of all parties is prohibited.
Course GRADES

Class preparation assignments


100 points
Article Presentations


First




  50 points


Second




  50 points

Exams

First




100 points

Second




100 points
Third




100 points
Labs


Exercises



100 points


Peer Workshop



  50 points
NOTE: 1/3 of points are earned each day
Research Meetings


Instructor



Before Spring Break

  50 points






After Spring Break

  50 points


Graduate Assistant



Before Spring Break

  50 points






After Spring Break

  50 points
Research Prospectus



Topic Paper

  
 
  50 points


Annotated Bibliography

 
  50 points


Data Report


 
  50 points


Outline



 
  50 points


Literature Review


  50 points


First Draft


  
  50 points




Final Paper



300 points

Presentation

Organization

  

  20 points


Content

  
  

  20 points


Powerpoint slides


  20 points


Summary

  

  20 points

Stage Presence

  

  20 points
Major Field Test assessment

  
   Pass/Fail
Total



        
           1550 points

A = 100–90%, 
B = 89.99–80%,
C = 79.99–70%,
D = 69.99–60%,
F = 59.99% and below.

EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENT

There are three (3) ways to earn extra credit in this class. These are the only mechanisms by which students may earn extra points in this course, students requesting individualized assignments and/or consideration will be referred to this section in the syllabus.

Additional CPAs. Students may hand in a CPA during the first week of class. It will be due before the beginning of class (i.e., 11:00am MST) on the first Friday of the first week. Students may also complete a CPA during the last substantive week of class (i.e., when we discuss quantitative methods). These CPAs will be scored pass/fail. Passing CPAs will receive ten (10) points each.
Writing Center Consultations. Students may schedule, attend, and complete up to two (2) consultations with the Writing Center within the Ellbogen Center for Teaching and Learning. Each 30-minute (maximum) session is a one-on-one (or small group) conference during which students may discuss their writing tasks. Students should consult the web document “Preparing for a Writing Center Appointment” prior to attending their consultation (http://www.uwyo.edu/ctl/writing-center/writing-center-appointment.html). Please note: consultation with the Writing Center may improve students’ performance on the CPAs and exams as well as the writing assignments; therefore, I encourage students to consult with the Writing Center early and often. Students should staple proof of their consultation to their assignment and hand both documents in together on the appropriate due date. Each of these visits will be worth ten (10) additional points.
Class course evaluation completion percentage. Completing course evaluations is very important! To this end, each student will receive extra credit points that reflect the completion percentage of the entire class. So, if 90% of the class completes the evaluation, everyone gets 9.0 extra credit points. If 33% completes the evaluation, everyone gets 3.3 points. Encourage your classmates!!!
disability support
The University’s statement reads: “The University of Wyoming is committed to providing equitable access to learning opportunities for all students. If you have a disability, including but not limited to physical, learning, sensory or psychological disabilities, and would like to request accommodations in this course due to your disability, please register with and provide documentation of, your disability as soon as possible to Disability Support Services (DSS), Room 128 Knight Hall. You may also contact DSS at (307) 766-3073 or udss@uwyo.edu. It is in the student’s best interest to request accommodations within the first week of classes, understanding that accommodations are not retroactive. Visit the DSS website for more information at: www.uwyo.edu/udss.”
Academic honesty

Intellectual honesty is a cornerstone of all academic and scholarly work at the University of Wyoming and is a fundamental principle in each student’s intellectual development. Therefore, the faculty and administration view any form of academic dishonesty as a very serious matter. Cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities are serious acts which erode the University’s educational and research roles and lessen the learning experience not only for the perpetrators, but also for the entire campus community. The University of Wyoming expects students to understand and subscribe to the ideal of academic integrity and be willing to bear individual responsibility for their work. UW Regulation 6-802 defines academic dishonesty as: “An action attempted or performed that misrepresents one’s involvement in an academic endeavor in any way, or assists another student in misrepresenting his or her involvement in an academic endeavor.” Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, cheating, fraud, violation of standards, multiple submissions, interference or obstruction, and/or complicity. I expect all students to have read and understood the University’s Code of Conduct (http://www.uwyo.edu/dos/conduct/). Specific information regarding Academic Honesty is available at the Dean of Students Office website (http://www.uwyo.edu/dos/) and in “UW Regulation 6-802” (http://www.uwyo.edu/generalcounsel/_files/docs/uw-reg-6-802.pdf). Academic dishonesty may result in a failing grade being assigned for the assignment/exam and/or for the course. The University’s statement reads: “Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this class. Cases of academic dishonesty will be treated in accordance with UW Regulation 2-114. The penalties for academic dishonesty can include, at my discretion, an “F” on an exam, an “F” on the class component exercise, and/or an “F” in the entire course. Academic dishonesty means anything that represents someone else’s ideas as your own without attribution. It is intellectual theft – stealing - and includes (but is not limited to) unapproved assistance on examinations, plagiarism (use of any amount of another person’s writings, blog posts, publications, and other materials without attributing that material to that person with citations), or fabrication of referenced information. Facilitation of another person’s academic dishonesty is also considered academic dishonesty and will be treated identically
Course Schedule

[image: image2.emf]Date Lecture Topic Lab


[image: image3.emf]Jan. 28 - Feb. 1

CPA EC #1

Schutt - Chapter 1 Edwards - Chapter 3

Feb. 4 - 8

CPA  #1 Schutt - Chapter 2 Edwards - Chapter 2

Feb. 11 - 15

CPA  #2 Schutt - Chapter 3 Edwards - Chapter 6

Feb. 18 - 22

CPA  #3 Schutt - Chapter 6

Feb. 25 - Mar. 1

CPA  #4 Schutt - Chapter 4 Edwards - Chapter 5

(1) Sell, Randall L. 1997. "Defining and Measuring Sexual Orientation. A Review." Archives of 

Sexual Behavior 26(6):643-58.

Research Design

Research Ethics

(1) Goduka, Ivy N. 1990. "Ethics and Politics of Field Research in South Africa." Social 

Problems 37(3):329-40.

(2) Veroff, Joseph, Shirley Hatchett, and Elizabeth Douvan. 1992. “Consequences of 

Participating in a Longitudinal Study of Marriage.” Public Opinion Quarterly 56:315-27.

EXAM 1, FEBRUARY 22

Measurement

Introduction to Course

Process & Problems of Social Research

Overview of Research Methods

TOPIC PAPER DUE ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Research Proposal Exploration (Lab 1)

(1) Dufur, Mikaela J. and Seth L. Feinberg. 2009. “Race and the NFL Draft: Views from the 

Auction Block.” Qualitative Sociology 32(1):53-73.

(2) Goode, Erich. 2002. “Sexual Involvement and Social Research in a Fat Civil Rights 

Organization.” Qualitative Sociology 25(4):501-34.

Workshop - Annotated Bibliography (Lab 4)

Conceptualization and Operationalization (Lab 2)

Workshop - Topic Paper (Lab 3)

(2) Hackett, Conrad and D. Michael Lindsay. 2008. "Measuring Evangelicalism: Consequences 

of Different Operationalization Strategies." Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 47(3):499-

(2) White, Lynn. 2005. “Writes of Passage: Writing an Empirical Journal Article.” Journal of 

Marriage and the Family 67:791-98.

(1) Best, Joel and Gerald T. Horiuchi. 1985. "The Razor Blade in the Apple: The Social 

Construction of Urban Legends." Social Problems 32(5):488-99.

(2) Horwitz, Allan V. and Jerome C. Wakefield. 2006. "The Epidemic in Mental Illness: Clinical 

Fact or Survey Artifact?" Contexts 5(1):19-23.

(1) Iceland, John. 2007. “Measuring Poverty with Different Units of Analysis.” Pp. 221-33 in 

Handbook of Measurement Issues in Family Research, edited by Sandra L. Hofferth and Lynne 

M. Casper. Mahwah, NJ:Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Publishers.



[image: image4]
[image: image5.emf]Mar. 4 -8

CPA  #5 Schutt - Chapter 5 Edwards - Chapter 8

Mar. 11 -15

CPA  #6 Schutt - Chapter 7

Mar. 18 - 22 Spring Break Spring Break

Mar. 25 - 29 Surveys

CPA  #7 Schutt - Chapter 8 Edwards - Chapter 4

April 1 - 5 Historical and Comparative Research

CPA  #8 Schutt - Chapter 15 Edwards - Chapters 7 & 14

(1) Bemiller, Michelle. 2005. “Men Who Cheer.” Sociological Focus 38(3):205-22.

(2) Marler, Penny Long and C. Kirk Hadaway. 2002. "'Being Religious' or 'Being Spiritual' in 

America: A Zero-Sum Proposition?" Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 41(2):289-300.

(2) Medley-Rath, Stephanie R.  2007. “’Am I Still A Virgin?’: What Counts as Sex in 20 Years of 

Seventeen.” Sexuality & Culture 11(2):24-38.

(1) Cohen, Dov, Joseph Vandello, Sylvia Puente, and Adrian Rantilla. 1999. “‘When You Call 

Me That, Smile!’ How Norms for Politeness, Interaction Styles, and Aggression Work 

Together in Southern Culture.” Social Psychology Quarterly 62(3):257-75.

(1) Katz, Ralph V., S. Stephen Kegeles, Nancy R. Kressin, Lee Green, Sherman A. James, Min 

Qi Wang, Stefanie L. Russell, and Christina Claudio. 2008. “Awareness of the Tuskegee Syphilis 

Study and the U.S. Presidential Apology and Their Influence on Minority Participation in 

Biomedical Research.” American Journal of Public Health 98(6):1137-42.

Workshop - Outline (Lab 6)

Experiments

(2) Snow, David A., Susan G. Baker, Leon Anderson, and Michael Martin. 1986. "The Myth of 

Pervasive Mental Illness among the Homeless." Social Problems 33(5):407-23.

EXAM 2, MARCH 15

Workshop - Literature Review (Lab 7)

DATA REPORT DUE ON FRIDAY, MARCH 15

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE ON MONDAY, MARCH 4

(2) Pager, Devah. 2003. "The Mark of a Criminal Record." American Journal of Sociology 

108(5):[937-941 skim]; 942-55; [955-70 skim].

OUTLINE DUE ON MONDAY, APRIL 1

(1) Beck, E.M., and Stewart E. Tolnay.  1990. “The Killing Fields of the Deep South: The 

Market for Cotton and the Lynching of blacks, 1882-1930.” American Sociological Review 

Workshop - Data Report (Lab 5) Sampling
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[image: image7.emf]**April 8** Qualitative Methods & Analysis

CPA  #9 Schutt - Chapter 10

April 15 - 19 Qualitative Methods & Analysis

CPA  #10 Schutt - Chapter 11 Edwards - Chapter 10

April 22 - 26 Quantitative Methods & Analysis

CPA EC #2 Schutt - Chapter 9 Bring research folders.

April 29 - May 3

Edwards - Chapter 16

Bring research folders.

May 6 - 10 Presentations Presentations

No assigned reading.

May 15

No lab. (Lab 8)

Peer Workshop

Wrap-up: Projects and Presentations (Lab 10)

Workshop - First Draft (Lab 9)

The ETS Major Field Test assessment will begin promptly at 10:15am.

(1) Cahill, Spencer E. 1999. “Emotional Capital and Professional Socialization: The Case of 

Mortuary Science Students (and Me).” Social Psychology Quarterly 62(2):101-16.

FINAL PAPER DUE AT BEGINNING OF FINAL EXAM PERIOD (10:15am)

LITERATURE REVIEW DUE ON MONDAY, APRIL 15

(2) Turco, Catherine J. 2010. "Cultural Foundations of Tokenism: Evidence from the Leveraged 

Buyout Industry." American Sociological Review 75(6):894-913.

(2) Carpenter, Christopher and Gary J. Gates. 2008. "Gay and Lesbian Partnership: Evidence 

from California." Demography 45(3):573-90.

(1) Knight, Sarah, and Victoria Edwards. 2008. “In the Company of Wolves: The Physical, 

Social, and Psychological Benefits of Dog Ownership.” Journal of Aging and Health 20(4):437-

FIRST DRAFT DUE ON MONDAY, APRIL 29

(1) Cooksey, Elizabeth C. 1997. "Consequences of Young Mothers' Marital Histories for 

Children's Cognitive Development." Journal of Marriage and Family 59(2):245-61.

(2) Smith, R. Tyson. 2008. “Pain in the Act: The Meanings of Pain Among Professional 

Wrestlers.” Qualitative Sociology 31:129-48.

EXAM 3, MAY 3


classroom environment
By its very nature, sociology often involves personal and sensitive issues that may at times be difficult. Each student should behave in a professional and sociological manner befitting an intellectual environment. Students should feel free to disagree with the instructor and/or with other students. Disrespect, discourtesy, and/or otherwise demeaning behavior are inappropriate in the university and classroom intellectual community and will not be tolerated. The University’s statement on this policy/practice reads: “At all times, treat your presence in the classroom and your enrollment in this course as you would a job. Act professionally, arrive on time, pay attention, complete your work in a timely and professional manner, and treat all deadlines seriously. You will be respectful towards you classmates and instructor. Spirited debate and disagreement are to be expected in any classroom and all views will be heard fully, but at all times we will behave civilly and with respect towards one another. Personal attacks, offensive language, name-calling, and dismissive gestures are not warranted in a learning atmosphere. As the instructor, I have the right to dismiss you from the classroom, study sessions, electronic forums, and other areas where disruptive behavior occurs.”
classroom statement on diversity
The University’s statement reads: “The University of Wyoming values an educational environment that is diverse, equitable, and inclusive. The diversity that students and faculty bring to class, including age, country of origin, culture, disability, economic class, ethnicity, gender identity, immigration status, linguistic, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, veteran status, worldview, and other social and cultural diversity is valued, respected, and considered a resource for learning.”
disability support
The University’s statement reads: “The University of Wyoming is committed to providing equitable access to learning opportunities for all students. If you have a disability, including but not limited to physical, learning, sensory or psychological disabilities, and would like to request accommodations in this course due to your disability, please register with and provide documentation of, your disability as soon as possible to Disability Support Services (DSS), Room 128 Knight Hall. You may also contact DSS at (307) 766-3073 or udss@uwyo.edu. It is in the student’s best interest to request accommodations within the first week of classes, understanding that accommodations are not retroactive. Visit the DSS website for more information at: www.uwyo.edu/udss.”
duty to report
The University’s statement reads: “UW faculty are committed to supporting students and upholding the University’s non-discrimination policy. Under Title IX, discrimination based upon sex and gender is prohibited. If you experience an incident of sex- or gender-based discrimination, we encourage you to report it. While you may talk to a faculty member, understand that as a "Responsible Employee" of the University, the faculty member MUST report information you share about the incident to the university’s Title IX Coordinator (you may choose whether you or anyone involved is identified by name). If you would like to speak with someone who may be able to afford you privacy or confidentiality, there are people who can meet with you. Faculty can help direct you or you may find info about UW policy and resources at http://www.uwyo.edu/reportit. You do not have to go through the experience alone. Assistance and resources are available, and you are not required to make a formal complaint or participate in an investigation to access them.”
email etiquette

Email is a professional form of communication – more like a letter – and should not adopt an informal, texting-like style or tone. Students should check their University email daily as it is the only way outside of class that I will be able to communicate. Emails that are professionally written with a formal tone are set up for success. Students should not ask questions that can be answered by the syllabus (this goes for non-email communication as well). I check my email at the beginning and end of the workday. I strive to promptly reply to student queries. Here is an example of a professional, formal email:

Subject: SOC 4095
Professor Painter:

I have class during your office hours and would like to meet with you. When is a good time for you? I’m free MWF afternoons after 3:30pm.

Thank you.

Russell Schutt
tips for success

This course is challenging and will require dedicated effort both inside and outside of the classroom. To provide some insight into successful scholarly behavior, here are some tips:

Before class. Students should actively read all of the assigned chapters. There is a document posted on WyoCourses that explains active reading (“how to read at the collegiate level”). I expect that students have read and are familiar with the assigned readings for each class period. I will feel free to call on students during class to answer questions about the reading and to facilitate discussion.  

During class. I expect students to attend class and be punctual. Consequences of missing class (e.g., notes, films, discussion, in-class announcements) are each student’s responsibility. During class, students are expected to take notes.

Students are expected to actively participate in both small and large group discussions. By actively engaging in the learning process through expression of personal sociological perspectives and listening to the views of others, students increase their understanding of the material.

After class. Students should devote between two (2) and three (3) hours of preparation/studying for each course credit per week. So, for this course, students should prepare/study between six (6) and nine (9) hours each week. Students will also benefit from reviewing the course material on a consistent basis, rather than waiting until an exam looms. Students who spend more time with the material increase their ability to retain the information and recall it at a later date. I recommend that students develop a schedule in which they review the material for this course every day. When studying, students should draw on the readings, their notes, and discussion. Past students have benefited from creating flash cards and/or studying in groups or with a partner.

Additional resources. Students are always encouraged to visit my office hours and those of the teaching assistant. The University wants students to succeed and has a number of resources dedicated toward this end (http://www.uwyo.edu/studentaff/step). Students are encouraged to seek out the University resources that fit their needs. Last, the Internet has a wealth of information on study tips, academic success, etc. Students are encouraged to seek out approaches that resonate with them and share them widely if they bear fruit. The University’s statement on Student Resources reads: “

DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES: udss@uwyo.edu, 766-3073, 128 Knight Hall, www.uwyo.edu/udss
COUNSELING CENTER: uccstaff@uwyo.edu, 766-2187, 766-8989 (After hours), 341 Knight Hall, www.uwyo.edu/ucc
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS: 766-4286, 312 Old Main, www.uwyo.edu/acadaffairs
DEAN OF STUDENTS OFFICE: dos@uwyo.edu, 766-3296, 128 Knight Hall, www.uwyo.edu/dos
UW POLICE DEPARTMENT: uwpd@uwyo.edu, 766-5179, 1426 E Flint St, www.uwyo.edu/uwpd
STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT WEBSITE: www.uwyo.edu/dos/conduct”

note

This syllabus may be modified to achieve course goals.
� If these times do not work, please email me and we’ll schedule an appointment.


� I check my email once a day on weekdays during the late afternoon and not at all on weekends/holidays. I will strive to answer student emails promptly within this schedule.


� To conserve paper, students may wish to print only pertinent sections. Also, printing two sheets to a page (will print landscape & in smaller font) combined with duplexing is a way to fit 4 pages of an article onto a single piece of paper.


� The duplexing requirement may seem a tad onerous. But keep in mind that most, if not all, campus printers duplex as a default. Duplexing on your home printer may be more labor intensive; however, it is feasible. Please keep in mind that duplexing greatly reduces the amount of paper consumed.


� Please note that the default font in Word is Calibri. Do not use this font.


� One of the defaults in Word that is particularly tricky to eliminate is the extra space between paragraphs. To turn this feature off: highlight the text, open the “Paragraph” window, and turn both the “before” and “after” spacing options to 0 pt.


� The only exception for page numbering is for the CPAs. The templates intentionally do not have page numbers.


� Please do not staple your assignments. Your research folder will serve to keep the pages together.


� The title for the annotated bibliography and data report may simply be the name of the assignment. For the other pieces of the research prospectus process, students should have a working title.


� Students should also maintain an “e-folder” where they keep all drafts from all of their assignments.
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