
STAFF SENATE RESOLUTION #243 

 

Title: Support for Associated Students of the University of Wyoming Bill #2757 

Regarding the Creation of a School of Computing 

Date:  November 3, 2021 

Author: Senator McKenna 

Sponsors: Senator Kennedy and Senator Vick 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the University of Wyoming (UW) Staff Senate is to provide a means 1 

of communication between staff and administration relative to issues of mutual concern, and; 2 

WHEREAS, the creation of a School of Computing (SoC) was proposed in 2021 as part of UW’s 3 

proposed Academic Restructuring Plan, and; 4 

WHEREAS, according to the University of Wyoming School of Computing Preliminary Plan, 5 

the vision of the SoC is “to create a unique and inspirational School of Computing with national 6 

impact and global reach, providing Wyoming and the world with agile and ethical computing 7 

professionals, empowered to address societal challenges that are inherently interdisciplinary;” as 8 

stated on page one (1) of the Request for Authorization (RFA) for the SoC, and; 9 

WHEREAS, ASUW formed an Ad-Hoc Restructuring Committee and administered a Student 10 

Issues Survey to students at UW to come to a well-considered and informed formal 11 

recommendation on the proposed SoC, and; 12 

WHEREAS, ASUW introduced Senate Bill #2757, “ASUW’s Recommendation Regarding the 13 

Creation of a School of Computing,” (Addendum A) which states that while ASUW 14 

“understands and supports the vision of the University of Wyoming School of Computing as 15 

outlined in both the Preliminary Plan and the Request for Authorization” they “cannot support 16 

the creation of a School of Computing as outlined in the Preliminary Plan due to lack of clarity, 17 

proposed execution strategies, lack of communication and transparency with the UW 18 



community, exorbitant additional cost in a time of significant budget reductions,” and a lack of 19 

transparently assessed alternatives. 20 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that UW Staff Senate full supports the sentiments expressed by 21 

ASUW in Senate Bill #2757, and; 22 

THEREFORE, be it further resolved that Staff Senate echoes ASUW’s stance of support for a 23 

SoC once communication increases, transparency is seen, alternatives have been transparently 24 

assessed, and the concerns outlined in ASUW Senate Bill #2757 have been addressed.  25 

 

 

 

Date of Passage: _____________________________ 

“Being enacted on ________________, I do hereby sign my name hereto and approve this 

Senate action.”   ______________________________________ 

                             Staff Senate President, Chris Maki 
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SENATE RESOLUTION #2757 

TITLE:  ASUW’s Recommendation Regarding the Creation of a School of 
Computing 

DATE INTRODUCED:  October 19, 2021 

AUTHOR:   Senators Engel-Cartie and Rhymes; President Swilling; Vice  
    President Anderson; Chief of  Legislative Affairs Carrier 

SPONSORS:  Senators Castronovo, Smith, and Wilkins 

 

1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming (ASUW) 

2. Student Government is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and, 

3. WHEREAS, the creation of a School of Computing (SoC) was proposed in 2021 as a part of 

4. the University of Wyoming’s (UW) proposed Academic Restructuring Plan; and, 

5. WHEREAS, according to the University of Wyoming School of Computing Preliminary Plan 

6. (Preliminary Plan) the vision of the SoC is “to create a unique and inspirational School of 

7. Computing with national impact and global reach, providing Wyoming and the world with 

8. agile and ethical computing professionals, empowered to address societal challenges that are 

9. inherently interdisciplinary;” as stated on page one (1) of the Request for Authorization 

10. (RFA) for the SoC as shown in Addendum A; and, 

11. WHEREAS, the SoC would provide the following academic degrees: “multi-pathway BA 

12. and BS programs in Computing, minors in Computing, certificates, possibly stackable, in 

13. Digital/Computing, and MA/MS/PhD in Computing,” as shown on page three (3) of the RFA 

14. in Addendum A; and, 

15. WHEREAS, the ASUW has been asked to provide a formal recommendation regarding the 

16. SoC by Provost Carman, in accordance with UW Regulation 2-119, which states that the 

17. Provost shall include a letter that affirms, among other things, that, “The University 

18. community, including but not limited to Executive Team, Deans and Directors, Faculty 
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19. Senate, Staff Senate, and ASUW, must have been provided the opportunity to review and 

20. present feedback.”; and, 

21. WHEREAS, ASUW is thus obliged to provide a formal recommendation on the proposed 

22. SoC; and,  

23. WHEREAS, in order to fulfill this duty, and to represent student opinion in the best manner 

24. possible, the ASUW Ad-Hoc Restructuring Committee has thoroughly reviewed the 

25. authorization request for the SoC and its preliminary draft proposal; and, 

26. WHEREAS, the committee has used these discussions, as well as feedback from the Student 

27. Issues Survey, as shown in Addendum B, to come to a recommendation; and, 

28. WHEREAS, as stated in the request for authorization, computer science and information 

29. technologies are transforming all sectors of society and every academic discipline can find 

30. use of computing in their curriculum; and, 

31. WHEREAS, ASUW recognizes that digital literacy and competencies are critical skills for 

32. many students to know in order for them to be competitive in job markets; and, 

33. WHEREAS, ASUW recognizes that the UW must be competitive by offering broader, more 

34. robust, and intensive studies in digital fields to ensure students are ready for the growing 

35. demand and need of computer science workers as stated on page six (6) of the RFA in 

36. Addendum A; and, 

37. WHERAS, ASUW recognizes that UW contributes to the State of Wyoming’s economic 

38. development, and educating students for work in emerging fields is critical to the 

39. diversification of Wyoming’s economy; and, 

40. WHEREAS, while the ASUW understands the necessity and importance of achieving 

41. these goals, the Preliminary Plan, as well as the RFA, both lack clarity 
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42. and explanation in how these goals will be achieved; and,  

43. WHEREAS, this lack of detail fails to assuage the numerous concerns that have been brought 

44. up by various stakeholders involved in this process, including questions regarding execution, 

45. communication, transparency, and cost; and,  

46. WHEREAS, the plan for executing and creating this school in such an abbreviated timeline is 

47. not laid out in any documentation publicly available; and, 

48. WHEREAS, ASUW believes there has been a lack of communication with the students, 

49. faculty, and staff that comprise the UW community of what the preliminary plan entails and 

50. both budgetary and non-budgetary impacts of the plan; and,  

51. WHEREAS, this is exemplified by the fact that even after being given a brief synopsis of the 

52. proposed plan, 43% of students felt that they did not have enough information to give an 

53. opinion regarding the creation of this school, as shown in Addendum B; and, 

54. WHEREAS, ASUW feels that student voices have not been sufficiently involved in the 

55. creation of this plan; and, 

56. WHEREAS, ASUW also feels that student opinion and student voice is an essential 

57. component of shared governance, exacerbated in this instance by the fact that the SoC’s 

58. stated goals are to benefit students and provide them with the skills necessary 

59. to succeed in the job market; and, 

60. WHEREAS, in addition to a lack of student feedback being incorporated, ASUW also feels 

61. that the preliminary plan lacks a critical analysis of the school’s potential weaknesses or 

62. threats; and, 

63. WHEREAS, in addition to concerns with the execution and planning, ASUW also notes that  

64. the Preliminary Plan has failed to explicitly detail why the computing discipline is distinct 
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65. from the established computer science discipline, only saying “the computing major would 

66. differ in organization and emphasis from the present Computer Science and Computer 

67. Engineering degrees, complementing them rather than competing.”, and listing credit hour 

68. differences, but providing no further details; and, 

69. WHEREAS, there is no publicly available information on assessment of potential alternative 

70. plans that could achieve similar stated goals as the SoC, such as the combination of already 

71. established programs incorporated into the SoC, or the addition of pathway-specific 

72. computing classes offered by specific Colleges being integrated into select degree 

73. programs; and, 

74. WHEREAS, it is unclear why computing programs requires the creation of an entire school 

75. with associated expensive start up and administrative costs and what financial and 

76. organizational benefits there are from forming an entire SoC; and, 

77. WHEREAS, the Preliminary Plan failed to offer reasonable justification for the expense of a 

78. new school during a period of financial difficulty for UW and state of Wyoming as a 

79. whole; and, 

80. WHEREAS, page seven (7) of the RFA as shown in Addendum A outlines the numerous 

81. personnel and administrative supports that will be needed; and,   

82. WHEREAS, these administrative and personnel costs are concerning given that other 

83. portions of the University are seeing a reduction in resources in these areas; and, 

84. WHEREAS, the ASUW believes that the proposal for the SoC, while containing elements 

85. that will benefit students and the state, needs organizational reform and communicative 

86. clarity before it can be effectively implemented in a way that benefits the UW and the state 

87. as a whole population.  
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88. THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming 

89. (ASUW) Student Government understands and supports the vision of the University of 

90. Wyoming School of Computing as outlined in both the Preliminary Plan and the Request for 

91. Authorization; and, 

92. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that although the ASUW supports this vision, the 

93. ASUW cannot support the creation of a School of Computing as outlined in the Preliminary 

94. Plan due to lack of clarity proposed execution strategies, lack of communication and 

95. transparency with the UW community, and exorbitant additional cost in a time of significant 

96. budget reductions; and,   

97. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that the ASUW will offer support for the creation of this 

98. school once communication increases, transparency is seen, alternatives have been 

99. transparently assessed, and the aforementioned concerns have been addressed. 

Referred to: Ad-Hoc Restructuring; Advocacy, Diversity, and Policy; Programs and 
Institutional Development  
  
Date of Passage: October 26, 2021 Signed:   

                                                                                                  (ASUW Chairperson) 
“Being enacted on October 26, 2021 , I do hereby sign my name hereto and 
 
approve this Senate action.”    
 
                                                                         ASUW President 
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Addendum A 
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Addendum B 
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