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Wyoming Wool Growers Association :
History
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Wyoming Wool Growers Association :
History

If the history of Wyoming and the West were to parade before us, a myriad of images
would come to mind.

The Trappers and Fur Traders personified the spirit of adventure and exploration. Then
came the Soldiers, to conquer and civilize. The gambling Miners arrived, risking all on
just a chance. The Cowboy was the romantic image of the West. The Sodbuster brought
the family. Even the Outlaw added his notoriety.

Is it no wonder with so many “highfalutin” heroes around that the story of the sheepman
is often overlooked? But he’s been here all along---patient and persistent. It was indeed
the sheepman who brought an economic stability to the West while these other heroes
marched in and out.

He was mostly an independent sort. But when troubled times arrived, he drew close to
his counterparts. Perhaps the most significant state group to evolve from these shared
troubles and this need to draw together, the group which in its own way was to so deeply
impact and help shape and mold Wyoming into the state we all love and cherish today,
was the Wyoming Wool Growers Association.

'LWyoming— A History of the Wyoming Wool Growers Association” by Donna Whitson and Jessie Baker, 1978
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“Since this was the formative period for many government
programs- especially in the national forests, predatory animal
control, and disease eradication- the Wyoming state association
has held a closer individual relation to federal policies than any
other association not national in scope.”
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"Ram Sire Test’

=Began in 2001

= Designed to be joint effort between WWGA, MSLC and
UW

- \WWGA provides logistical, administrative, promotional
and managerial support

- MSLC serves as consultant to Test, as well as providing
access to MSLC members to gain consignors as well
as buyers and helps to promote Test

h>UW provides facilities as well day-to-day management

‘of rams




""TRam Sire Test"™
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""TRam Sire Test"™

Data Collected:

= Beg./Ending weight- 20 day interval wts.
COOPERATIVE = Average Daily Gain

= Loin Eye Area (Ultrasound)

= Back Fat (Ultrasound)

= Scrotal Circumference

= Overall Structural Measurements

= B. Ovis status (blood test)

= Scrapie Genetics (blood test)

Only parameter not able to be determined was individual feed
A~ .2 efficiency as measured by:
Total pounds of feed consumed
Total weight gained

From this we can determine individual cost of gain
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""Ram Sire Test"™

GrowSafe System

Computerized system

Utilizes electronic eartags

Individualized weigh stations
Continuously monitors

Transmits wirelessly to main station
Continously records each animals intake
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Benefits of GrowSafe
technology

“~Most cost-effective method to measure
feed intake

<= Only method developed to date that
allows measurement of feed intake on any
sort of *““scale”

<~ Less disruption in typical feeding
behaviors compared with other methods

== Provides “real-time data

= Generates feeding behavior data (feeding
frequency & duration) that can potentially
predict sickness prior to visual signs of
clinical symptoms
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Animal 1D Date (Mo, of Visits| Intake {gm)| Weight [Kg) =
2211356 104712002 13 7290
22149340 107 2002 3 3610
2231673 104712002 4 1950
Z231654 1047 1200z 3 G350
2231781 104712002 1 4110
2231814 1047 12002 2 2720
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Example #1
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Average Daily Gain= 1.26#’s/day
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costof gain=53.

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||




THANK YOU T0:

WNTAIN 7
3 "

UW
COOPRATIVE President Tom Buchanan
Uy, Dr. Bill Gern
Dean Frank Galey

Dr Doug Hixon
° Brent Larson




