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Dragon Naturally Speaking is a voice recognition program. In other words, with 
Dragon, you talk into a microphone to give commands to the computer instead of 

typing on the keyboard. Dragon can be used to prevent hand fatigue from typing. It 
also is a great writing tool, because it is often easier to express our thoughts aloud 
than it is to express them in writing. 

 

How to start Dragon from the desktop 

To start Dragon, click on the Start button and select the icon labeled, "Dragon 
Naturally Speaking." Dragon can also be found under the Start menu, if you select 
Programs and then select Dragon Naturally Speaking. 

 

Using Dragon 

Each user must individually train Dragon NaturallySpeaking. Training is 
accomplished through use of the General Training program. Creating a voice profile 
and completing the training process takes about 15 minutes. NaturallySpeaking 

works within its own dedicated word processing environment as well as within many 
popular applications, including Microsoft Office. When using NaturallySpeaking, the 

following steps are taken:  

1. Load NaturallySpeaking from the Programs menu.  

2. Activate the microphone by pressing the numeric keypad + key.  

3. Begin speaking clearly and distinctly in short phrases with brief pauses between 
each phrase.  

4. If a phrase or word selected by NaturallySpeaking is incorrect say “Correct” and 
the word or phrase to be corrected.  

5. If the correct phrase or word appears in the suggestion list, say "Choose" and 

then the number of the desired phrase or word in the selection box.  

6. If the desired phrase or word does not appear in the selection box, say “Spell 

That” and begin spelling the word using the letters of the alphabet. Generally, the 
correct phrase or word will be identified after the first one or two letters have been 

spoken. When the desired phrase or word appears, say “Choose” and the number of 
the phrase or word.  

 

Intermediate Use:  

Users can insert punctuation marks by saying the name of the mark, (i.e. "period," 

"comma," "question mark"). A variety of options exist for selecting text. Saying 
"Select" then word, line, paragraph or document selects a portion of text that can 
then be edited or formatted in a number of ways. 
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Quick Reference: 
 

 
 
Revising text:  

You can revise text by voice in any of the following ways:  

Delete text:  Say "Scratch That"  

Back up and resume dictating:  

Say "Resume With <word>" where <word> is the word you want to back up to. 
Then, dictate the revised text.  

Important: When you use these commands to revise text, Dragon 

NaturallySpeaking does not learn from its mistakes. If you want Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking to learn, so errors are less likely to recur, you should correct 

recognition errors.  


