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Jaws for Windows is a screen reading program. Jaws reads the contents (text) of any screen to you. It is not only helpful for individuals who have print disabilities, but also for helping you concentrate on information on the screen when you work. Jaws is also a helpful proofreader; when you hear a paper read back to you, you are more likely to pick out mistakes in it.

How to start Jaws from the desktop

Jaws should already be running when you select a computer to use.  If you find that the computer is not running Jaws please select a different computer or turn off the computer and restart it.

Using Jaws

If you have never used Jaws before, then you should sit down with an assistant in the DSS Lab and get a brief tutorial. You can also run Jaws and select the Help menu. In the Help menu, select Help Topics. A help window will open, and you can get a tutorial there by reading the help item labeled "Getting Started."

Keyboard shortcuts for Jaws
This section contains listings of keystrokes that are part of Windows. JAWS does enhance some of these keystrokes so that what is being done is spoken, but these keystrokes work even without JAWS running. We have attempted to include the most useful Windows keystrokes, but have not attempted to compile a complete listing.
Keyboard shortcuts for Jaws

General Windows Keystrokes

Description





Command

Get Help





F1
Open the Start Menu



WINDOWS LOGO KEY or CTRL+ESC
Switch between Open Applications

ALT+TAB



JAWS Keystrokes for Reading Text

Description




Command

Say Prior Character 


LEFT ARROW
Say Next Character 


RIGHT ARROW

Say Character



NUM PAD 5

Say Character Phonetically

NUM PAD 5 pressed twice quickly

Say Prior Word



INSERT+LEFT ARROW

Say Next Word



INSERT+RIGHT ARROW

Say Word




INSERT+NUM PAD 5

Spell Word




INSERT+NUM PAD 5 pressed twice quickly 

Select Prior Word



INSERT+SHIFT+LEFT ARROW

Select to Next Word


INSERT+SHIFT+RIGHT ARROW

Say Prior Line



UP ARROW

Say Next Line



DOWN ARROW

Say Current Line



INSERT+UP ARROW

Spell Current Line


INSERT+UP ARROW twice quickly

Say Prior Sentence 


ALT+UP ARROW

Say Next Sentence 


ALT+DOWN ARROW

Say Current Sentence


ALT+NUM PAD 5

Say to Cursor



INSERT+HOME

Say from Cursor



INSERT+PAGE UP 

Spell to Cursor



INSERT+HOME twice quickly

Spell from Cursor



INSERT+PAGE UP twice quickly

Say All




INSERT+DOWN ARROW

Say Text and Attributes


ALT+INSERT+DOWN ARROW
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