Spring is the Time to get Your Soil Tested
Spring has sprung in Converse County and the frost is starting to come out of the ground. Now
is the perfect time to start thinking about a soil test. Whether you have 4 acres or 400 acres a soil test
can give you valuable information and can cost as little as twenty dollars. A soil test gives information
on the levels of nutrients found in the soil and recommendations on how much fertilizer to add each
year based on the test results and the crops you grow. Crops can include anything from rangeland to
lawns, and from alfalfa fields to your backyard vegetable garden. You do not need a soil test performed
every year, but if it has been three to five years since your last soil test, I would highly recommend
getting it tested this spring.
The University of Wyoming can perform soil tests for anyone from the backyard gardener to the
farmer with 200 acres in alfalfa. However, soil tests show only the conditions of the sample submitted
to the laboratory, thus it is imperative that to take a sample representative of the area under
consideration. To obtain a good quality soil sample, one should dig a hole about six inches deep, shave
a ribbon of soil from the side of the hole and put it in a clean container. Repeat this procedure in about
10-12 locations. Only choose representative areas to sample from, avoid abnormal areas—low spots,
hard spots, and trampled areas. Mix the 10 individual samples thoroughly and spread on clean paper or
canvas to air dry. About one quart of air-dry soil is sufficient for analysis.
Soil sampling procedures and questionnaires can be picked up at the Converse County Extension
Office. It is important to include the questionnaire with your sample, so adequate recommendations
can be made. Spring is here and summer is fast approaching. Get your soil tested today to ensure a
healthy crop and a productive harvest this fall.

