Winter Tree Care
Winter die off of landscape trees in Wyoming is a fairly common problem, especially in newly planted,
young trees. So what can you do to protect the trees in your landscape? During dry winter spells, when
temperatures are above freezing and the ground is unfrozen, water both evergreen and deciduous
trees. Typically letting the water run for 10-15 minutes around the root zone is sufficient. Allow time
for water to soak in before nightfall. Trees growing on the south and west exposures are most
susceptible to winter die off. Particular attention should be given to these trees due to increased
exposure to drying winter winds. Tree fertilization should NOT occur at any point before bud break.
When temperatures are comfortable, any dead, dying, or pest infested twigs and branches may be
removed. They should be pruned where they join the limb or trunk. Proper thinning will not
dramatically change the trees natural appearance. Do NOT apply tree paints. This can actually increase
disease occurrence. If you start pruning after the coldest part of the winter has passed the tree wounds
will hill and dehydration susceptibility will decrease.
A word on living holiday trees. To ensure that a living holiday tree will survive, display inside for NO
more than five days. Plant your holiday tree outside when temperatures are above freezing during the
day and after you have re-acclimated the tree to cold temperatures. It is advised that you choose a
proper planting site, dig a hole, and cover it for safety before the ground freezes. After planting the
evergreen tree, water it in thoroughly and cover the root zone with 2-3 inches of mulch.
Preventing tree winter die off is easy. Water tress during dry spells, paying close attention to those
found on the south and west exposure, prune properly and do not fertilize until after bud break. For
more information on winter and holiday tree care contact the County Extension office at 358-2417.

