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	graduate studies 4-year petition

REGULATION:  Completion Of The Doctoral Degree Within Four Years After Passing The Comprehensive Examination 
Passing the preliminary examination had certified that the Committee was satisfied with the course work competency of the student.  Therefore, the student was given FOUR years in which to complete the degree requirements.  As a result of not completing within that time period, the Committee must recertify the course work competency of the student.
This petition expires on the projected completion date or in one year, whichever is first.



Note:  The University of Wyoming, as a fully-accredited public institution of higher education, must comply with general laws, regulations and principles of fairness, uniformity and accountability.  Exceptions to uniform application of general regulations are justified in extraordinary circumstances when necessary to prevent or remedy an unfair or unjust consequence.
· Please explain the extraordinary circumstances for missing the 4-year deadline:

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     


· The following unfair or unjust consequences will occur if the petition is not approved:

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     


· Date Preliminary Examination passed:
	     


· Projected degree completion date:

	     


(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

	Your Name (print or type
	     
	W Number
	     

	Your Signature
	
	Date
	     

	Major:
	     
	Department
	     


EACH OF THE UNDERSIGNED, having carefully considered the facts stated above; the existence and intent of laws, regulations and policies; fairness to this student and other students; the consequences of grant or denial; and their professional and collegial responsibilities, DOES RECOMMEND AS FOLLOWS:

RECOMMEND APPROVAL  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	Committee Chair
	
	Date
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	Dept. Head/Interdisc. Pgm Dir.
	
	Date
	     


GRANT APPROVAL
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	College  Dean\Provost
	
	Date
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	University Registrar
	
	Date
	


GUIDELINES OR PROCESSING THIS PETITION

The Principle of Petitions:  

The University of Wyoming, as a fully-accredited public institution of higher education, must comply with general laws, regulations, and principles of fairness, uniformity and accountability.  Exceptions to uniform application of general regulations are justified only in extraordinary circumstances, when necessary to prevent or remedy an unfair or unjust consequence.

Steps:
1. Take the Petition Form to your academic advisor.  On the Petition, you must clearly and concisely print or type the results and exceptions you seek.  Set forth your version of the facts, circumstances and consequences.  Give facts not conclusions.  Be sure to indicate when you project the degree being complete.  This petition, if approved, will expire on that date.

Your advisor may help you with the wording of the petition or your advisor may require you to state your case on the petition before h/she confers with you.  After the petition is completed, it is to be signed by you and your academic advisor.

2. All members of your dissertation committee must sign this petition and the majority of the members of your committee must agree to the extension of time to complete the requirements.  Obtain each member’s signature and the date on the appropriate line.  They must register their agreement or disagreement with the time extension.

3. Once the committee members have signed and indicated their recommended action, take the petition to the other officials listed on the front side of the petition (i.e., department head, college dean, etc.) to obtain their acknowledgement that the petition is going forward.  The process is completed by returning the petition to the college dean.  Any signer may add clarifying or explanatory comments to the petition.

4. After review by the college dean/provost, the petition will be forwarded to the University Registrar.  At that time, a copy of the petition indicating whether or not it was granted will be mailed to you.  If the college dean or the University Registrar denies the petition, it is your right to refer the matter to the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs for further consideration.

If you wish to request a review by the Provost you are responsible for referring the petition to that office.  When a petition is denied, after a reasonable period of time (usually one semester) the petition will be considered abandoned.

PLEASE PROCESS AND RETURN THIS PETITION WITHOUT UNNECESSARY DELAY
Attachment A

THIS FORM IS TO BE ATTACHED TO THE PETITION FOR AN EXCEPTION TO THE 4-YEAR RULE

	Students Name
	     
	W #
	     


This petition attachment must be approved by a majority of the members of the candidate’s Committee.  The graduate faculty has approved a period of four years as being reasonable for completion of the dissertation.  Beyond that period, the body of knowledge in some courses or aspects of the candidate’s academic background may have change enough to call into questions the results of the preliminary examination.  Signing this petition certifies each Committee member’s agreement that the requested extension of time to degree has not negatively impacted the candidate’s knowledge.  The candidate’s knowledge is current with other candidates about the graduate from the same program.

	Chairperson’s Signature
	
	
	
	Agree
	
	Disagree


	Committee Member’s Signature
	
	
	
	Agree
	
	Disagree


	Committee Member’s Signature
	
	
	
	Agree
	
	Disagree


	Committee Member’s Signature
	
	
	
	Agree
	
	Disagree


	Committee Member’s Signature
	
	
	
	Agree
	
	Disagree


	Committee Member’s Signature
	
	
	
	Agree
	
	Disagree


	Committee Member’s Signature
	
	
	
	Agree
	
	Disagree


The college dean’s signature on the petition (attached) indicates the college’s approval or disapproval of the petition.

Revised  7/29/2009 

