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1. 	 Connect WIND to key individuals in the university and in the state who can assist in 
carrying out WIND’s education, research and service missions;

2. 	 Help WIND expand its resource base;

3. 	 Increase WIND’s visibility within the university and within the state to assist WIND in 
becoming more integrated in both;

4.	 Advise WIND on overall annual program goals; and

5.	 Increase disability awareness on campus and throughout the state.

WIND Advisory Committee Function
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Meeting Details
The WIND Consumer Advisory Council Meeting, WIND Advisory Board Meeting, and public talk 
by Andrew Imparato will be in-person on Thursday, November 30, 2017 in the Boyd Conference 
Room, UW Gateway Center at 22nd & Grand Avenue in Laramie. These events will also be 
available through Zoom videoconferencing.

Distance Connection: To set up a free Zoom account:

•	 Go to www.zoom.us and enter your email address in the center of the screen
•	 Click on “Sign Up Free”
•	 The application will send you an E-mail to confirm your account set up
•	 Enter the Meeting ID as listed below:

Topic: WIND Consumer Advisory Council Meeting 
Time: Nov 30, 2017 10:30 AM Mountain Time (US and Canada)
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: https://uwyo.zoom.us/j/512193784
Or iPhone one-tap :
US: +16465588656,,512193784# or +16699006833,,512193784# 
Or Telephone:
Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
US: +1 646 558 8656 or +1 669 900 6833 
Meeting ID: 512 193 784

Topic: WIND Advisory Board Meeting
Time: Nov 30, 2017 1:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada)
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: https://uwyo.zoom.us/j/160999930
Or iPhone one-tap :
US: +16465588656,,160999930# or +16699006833,,160999930# 
Or Telephone:
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
US: +1 646 558 8656 or +1 669 900 6833 
Meeting ID: 160 999 930

To join the meetings via an existing Zoom account:

Topic: Andrew Imparato Public Talk
Time: Nov 30, 2017 3:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada)
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: https://uwyo.zoom.us/j/516547553
or iPhone one-tap :
US: +16699006833,,516547553# or +16465588656,,516547553# 
Or Telephone:
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 646 558 8656 
Meeting ID: 516 547 553
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12:00 p.m.	 David Jones, Interim Dean, College of Health Sciences
	 Welcome, Introductions, Lunch

	 	 • WIND Consumer Advisory Council
		  • WIND Advisory Committee
		  • Andy Imparato, Executive Director, Association on University Centers on Disability
		  • Keith and Joyce Miller
	
	 Sandy Root-Elledge, Executive Director

		  	 • Presentation, 2017 Keith A. Miller Award
			   • Virginia Hicks, Laramie High School

 1:00 p.m. 	 David Jones, Interim Dean, College of Health Sciences
	 	 • Call to Order, WIND Advisory Committee Meeting
  		  • Approval of agenda
		  • Approval of meeting notes, April 2017

	 Sandy Root-Elledge 
		  • Updates, Meeting Booklet Orientation 
	
	 Canyon Hardesty, Corey Jenkins
		  • Wyoming Telehealth Network Presentation
	
	 Member Updates, Roundtable
		
	 David Jones
		  • College of Health Sciences, Updates
		  • University of Wyoming, Updates

	 Core Function Coordinator Updates:
	 	 • Eric Moody, Research and Evaluation
		  • Michelle Jarman, Preservice Interdisciplinary Education
			   Disability Studies
		  • Canyon Hardesty, Preservice Interdisciplinary Education
			   Utah Regional Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities  
		  • Betsy Bress, Information Dissemination 

2:30 p.m.	 Adjourn

2:40 p.m.	 Photos - Building Lobby

3:00 p.m. 	 Andrew Imparato, Public Talk

4:30 p.m. 	 WIND Poster Gallery and Reception 

The next meeting: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

WIND Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda
November 30, 2017 • Boyd Conference Room, Gateway Center



4

THE IMPACT OF GRASSROOTS 
ADVOCACY ON DISABILITY POLICY

Andrew Imparato is a disability rights lawyer and policy professional in government 

and advocacy roles.  Imparato has worked for over 20 years with bipartisan policy 

makers to advance disability policy at the national level.

Andrew Imparato
Executive Director

Association of University Centers on Disabilities

Thursday, November 30
3:00 - 4:15 p.m.

Gateway Center Salon B
Reception with poster gallery to follow

uwyo.edu/wind

PLEASE JOIN the Wyoming Institute for Disabilities for a public talk:

=
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Approval of Meeting Notes  
April 25, 2017

Wyoming Institute for Disabilities

Wyoming Institute for Disabilities (WIND) Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes

April 25, 2017· Boyd Conference Room, Gateway Center

WIND Advisory Committee Members and Guests Present
	 Aleyta Zimmerman, Project Coordinator, Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities

	 Bill McDonald, Advocate

	 Calob Taylor, Regional Director, Bridges of Wyoming

	 Caroline Harkin, Advocate

	 Julie Andrew, Advocate

	 Lee Grossman, Administrator, Wyoming Department of Health

	 Lori Regnier, Senior Program Administrator, Protection and Advocacy

	 Dr. Martin Agran, Professor, College of Education

	 Melissa Regnell, Parent Advocate

	 Richard Leslie, Executive Director, Wyoming Epilepsy Association

	 Samantha Andrew, Self-Advocate

	 Shannon Buller, Executive Director, Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities

	 Stephanie Hines (via Zoom), Advocate

	 Tonja Woods, Associate Dean, Professor, School of Pharmacy

WIND Faculty and Staff Present

	 Betsy Bress, Coordinator, Information Dissemination

	 Canyon Hardesty, Coordinator, Community Education

	 Dr. Eric Moody, Coordinator, Research and Evaluation

	 Kara Enyeart, Business Manager

	 Kyle Barger, Telecommunications Operator, Senior

	 Dr. Michelle Jarman, Professor, Disability Studies 

	 Sandy Root-Elledge, Executive Director
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Meeting Notes

Tonja Woods called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. and asked everyone to introduce themselves 
and provide any updates about their organization.

Review and Approve the Agenda

Shannon Buller made the motion to approve the agenda, Lee Grossman seconded. The committee 
voted to approve, and the motion passed.

Review of Minutes from the December 1, 2016 Meeting

Dr. Agran asked for a correction to a small error in the December minutes. Originally, they had 
stated that he was affiliated with the Wyoming Department of Education in the body of the minutes, 
and he is not. Dr. Woods asked for a motion to approve the change to these minutes. Dr. Agran 
made the motion to approve, Calob Taylor seconded the motion. The committee voted and the 
motion passed.

Meeting Booklet Orientation

Sandy Root-Elledge went over the booklet given to committee members, drawing attention to page 
11 which detailed updates on the Consumer Advisory Council. She thanked everyone who is part 
of that group for helping move WIND forward. On page 15, she pointed out the Organizational 
Capability Statement that was created as part of WIND’s 5 Year Plan. Group members were invited 
to use that page as a reference to see WIND’s current programs and partnerships, as well as where 
WIND is receiving funding and where funding is being provided by WIND. A featured program at 
WIND is the Wyoming Telehealth Network.

Canyon shared that the benefit of WYTN (Wyoming Telehealth Network) is that it brings additional 
collaborations between WIND and faculty within the College of Health Sciences, allowing WIND to 
expand and enhance that work. It also helps others to receive grants in collaboration with Medicaid. 
Telehealth gives opportunities to highlight areas of service gaps, specifically for individuals with 
healthcare needs and disabilities throughout the state.

There are several appendices, and Sandy Root-Elledge pointed out that, in the booklet, the winner 
of the 2016 Keith A. Miller award went to Beth Miller Schieck, an advocate for the disabilities 
community. WIND has been collecting nominations for this year’s Keith A. Miller Award and will be 
meeting with potential winners in upcoming weeks.

Canyon added that the appendices of the booklet gives representation that WIND works in 
education, health, and in collaboration with other programs, such as the Wyoming Center on Aging. 
Also listed are collaborating partners. For example, Project ECHO provides infrastructure and 
fidelity to the model and helps support other entities in leveraging scarce resources and amplifying 
best practices. Canyon also talked about upcoming plans for future trainings as well as future 
ECHOs that WIND is currently facilitating in education and in health. ECHO in Assistive Technology 
is a collaboration with the Wyoming Department of Education and also relies on WIND staff.
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Canyon also talked about WIND’s project, Mission: Redefined Wyoming, a marketing and 
outreach campaign that is a consortium for veterans’ activities. This program supports veterans 
with disabilities throughout the state. It started in Albany, Teton and Natrona counties to improve 
outcomes for veterans and veterans with disabilities throughout the state of Wyoming. WIND 
partners with local gyms and other entities to provide opportunities for participation in outdoor and 
recreation activities for veterans with the aim of improving inclusion opportunities. The program will 
hopefully be expanded further in the future to Laramie County and Sheridan County. WIND also 
works with a practicum student who will help WIND continue to work on this project and expand its 
reach.

Director’s Reports and Updates

Sandy Root-Elledge welcomed Lee Grossman and Melissa Regnell, who are joining as new Advisory 
Committee members. She thanked those leaving for their contributions and service: Dr. Joe 
Simpson, Dr. Sarah Axelson, Dr. William Gern, and Dr. Joseph Steiner, Dean of the College of Health 
Sciences and Committee Chair.

Sandy Root-Elledge congratulated Canyon Hardesty, who recently went through a promotion 
process. Her promotion has been approved at the college level, and she will be promoted to an 
Associate Lecturer. Sandy also congratulated Dr. Michelle Jarman on the recent publication of her 
book, Barriers and Belonging. This year was Dr. Jarman’s second year as Co-chair for the Shepard 
Symposium for Social Justice, which has become a nationally recognized event and organization for 
the good work it is doing. Sandy recognized Dr. Eric Moody, who served as the keynote speaker this 
year at the College of Health Sciences Grand Rounds Presentation. 

Sandy Root-Elledge informed the group that she would attend a UCEDD Directors’ Retreat from 
April 19th through the 21st in Washington, D.C. This retreat will give information from a national 
perspective. Recently, there is a lot of talk about the unsure nature of funding, but Sandy said she 
has confidence that there is strong advocacy for people with disabilities and the funding for its 
programs. Issues in education are not yet being discussed in large part in the new administration, 
as it is focusing on other issues right now. Some topics expected to be addressed at the retreat 
include good discussions on top priorities, including potential cuts to Medicaid and how that 
could affect people with disabilities, home and community-based services quality, and education. 
Within education, the conversation should be focused specifically on education of individuals with 
developmental disabilities up to and including high school graduation, post-secondary education 
and employment. These collaborations are especially important right now; if going in with a narrow 
perspective, advocates are not likely to get far, so including the scope of developmental disabilities, 
aging, health and wellness is essential. 

Going forward, Sandy would like to include this broader perspective within the WIND Advisory 
Committee while looking at partners who can be brought to the table as well as policy approaches. 
The focus of the group is on the state level, so a goal will be to communicate what the group is 
doing to legislators. State legislators need to be aware of what WIND is working on as advocates 
cultivate relationships to increase awareness about impacts on the population of people with 
developmental disabilities, who comprise one-sixth of the general population. Other goals include 
communicating evidence gleaned through research and case studies as opposed to being guided 
by passion only, and using technology for communication with staffers. The strengths of WIND 
being a University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) include the 
potential to be recognized as part of a powerful national network that serves as a bridge between 
universities and communities.
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Upcoming health and human services priorities include looking at the following:

	 •  Public health – particularly in respect to the Zika virus, childhood obesity, mental health, and 	
			   substance abuse

	 •  Emergency Preparedness

	 •  Post-secondary education and employment

	 •  Human Trafficking

	 •  Education -  particularly special education and early childhood education

	 •  Office of the Inspector General – incident reporting related to home and community-based 	
			   rules that are being set, how everything is being implemented

	 •  Looking at funding and how changes impact lives

WIND 5-year Plan Review

Sandy Root-Elledge thanked everyone in the committee for their input for the 5-Year Plan and for 
the needs assessment, which was very comprehensive. This input helped WIND set priorities and 
provided goals on putting together both the plan and needs assessment.

Pre-Service, Interdisciplinary Education – URLEND

Canyon Hardesty talked about the URLEND (Utah Regional Leadership Education in 
Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities) program. Wyoming, Utah, North Dakota, Idaho 
and Montana all participate in this program on Friday afternoons via videoconferencing activities. 
As part of this program, long-term trainees participate in 300 hours of training, where they learn 
about a wide variety of topics, including policy, grant writing, genetics, public health and ethics. 
Participants are matched with a family with a child with a disability, and LEND works to ensure 
that these professionals have the knowledge and skills they need to provide services and have an 
increased understanding of that family perspective. Professionals join LEND, often through disability 
studies and studies in other areas (e.g. social work, healthcare and other disciplines). Some goals 
with respect to LEND within WIND’s 5-Year Plan are to diversify training, so they are looking at an 
option in the 50 to 299 hours of training range. This way, participants would be free to join in some 
discussions as well as practicums at various locations, allowing students and participants to see 
larger systems on a medium-term training basis. Trainees in this program are assigned based in part 
on a survey done at the beginning of the year, and projects are developed in response to the need.

Research and Evaluation

Dr. Eric Moody talked to the group about research and evaluation, including how areas of focus 
were chosen, what research goals entail, and goals in terms of publications and grants applied for. 
Eric said that these choices rely on evidence-based information. WIND is also looking at further 
developing faculty and has been working closely with the ECHO projects. WIND is a super-hub 
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for ECHO, one of the first four in the world. The ECHO model works nationally on implementing 
robust research and analysis work, developing infrastructure and funding to operate initiatives. He 
reminded the group that, as a member of a council, advocates for people with disabilities may have 
more access to providing input to stakeholders and state legislators, but that citizens of Wyoming all 
have the right to reach out to their legislators and representatives. Getting families of people with 
disabilities together regularly so that they are informed and better armed with information to have 
an intelligent conversation and be prepared to effectively bring up the issues that matter to them is 
an important part of the work. 

Community Education, Training and Services

Canyon Hardesty spoke to the group about community training, including technical assistance. 
She explained the distinction between community training and community service, and asked 
for input and thoughts about employment and how agencies are working together to improve 
post-secondary outcomes. One attendee talked about individuals with disabilities having access 
to job coaches who can work with the skills of the individual, then act as a liaison between that 
individual and their employer. This way, the employer gets good feedback on how to work with 
the individual with disabilities to improve the relationship. There is often a deficit of services for 
young adults in K-12 education, particularly with health and wellness services. The group talked 
about how health and wellness issues look for individuals with disabilities and where different 
needs might be identified and met. Going forward, goals in this area include finding ways that 
faith groups and other pre-existing communities can act as natural supports to help fill some of the 
gaps in services that are often an issue. With respect to employment, the group discussed how the 
model of employing individuals with disabilities may be improved to be more inclusive, helping 
individuals with disabilities to be more a part of their larger communities. This is an ever-evolving 
area, and Canyon said she would encourage members of the group to continue to provide input 
and feedback so that goals can continue to evolve to respond to families’ needs and concerns.

Pre-Service, Interdisciplinary Education – Disability Studies

Dr. Michelle Jarman talked with the group about the pieces of WIND’s 5-Year Plan with which she 
is involved, specifically the development of a graduate Disability Studies minor. Dr. Martin Agran 
talked about the development of a Professional Studies program for undergraduates. He shared 
that there is strong support for such a major from UW’s central administration, and they hope to 
have this program implemented as soon as spring of 2018. Martin and Michelle both expressed the 
intention to collaborate between these two programs to encourage more students to participate. 

Information Dissemination

Betsy Bress talked about the Information Dissemination component of the UCEDD, which involves 
translating to the state information coming in from other UCEDDs as well as information about 
what WIND as a UCEDD is doing so that the work gets noticed. For the 5-Year Plan, a lot of the 
goals around information dissemination are project specific. Goals going forward are to continue 
becoming a resource on campus and statewide, and encouraging partnerships with other agencies 
to strengthen the work with a key focus on health and wellness. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m.
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Ann Marie Hart, Ph.D.
Professor, DNP Program Director
Fay W. Whitney School of Nursing
University of Wyoming
Department 3065
Laramie, WY  82071
(307) 766-6564
annmhart@uwyo.edu

Cynthia Hartung, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, 
Department of Psychology
University of Wyoming
Department 3415
Laramie, WY  82071
(307) 314-2123
chartung@uwyo.edu 

David Jones, Ph.D.
Interim Dean, College of Health Sciences
University of Wyoming
Dept. 3432
1000 E. University Avenue
Laramie, WY  82071
(307) 766-6556
DLJones@uwyo.edu 

Jim McIntosh
Administrator
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
1100 Herschler Building
Cheyenne, WY  82002
(307) 777-7389
jim.mcintosh@wyo.gov

Emily Monago, Ph.D.
Chief Diversity Officer
University of Wyoming
Department 3434 
1000 University Avenue
Laramie, WY  82071
(307) 766-6672
emonago@uwyo.edu 

Anne-Marie Williams
Director of Individual Learning
WY Department of Education
2300 Capitol Avenue
Cheyenne, WY  82001
(307) 777-3530
anne-marie.williams@wyo.gov

WIND Advisory Committee Member Directory

Martin Agran, Ph.D. 
Professor, College of Education
University of Wyoming
Dept. 3374
1000 E. University Avenue
Laramie, WY  82071
(307) 766-2082
magran@uwyo.edu

Ann Armel
VR Transition Consultant
Department of Workforce Services
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
1026 Blackburn Street #3
Cody, WY 82414 
(307) 527-7174
ann.armel@wyo.gov 

Shannon Buller
Executive Director
Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
320 W. 25th Street, 1 East
Cheyenne, WY  82002
(307) 777-7332
Shannon.Buller@wyo.gov

Kayc DeMaranville
Vice President, Education
Ark Regional Services
1150 N. 3rd Street
Laramie, WY  82072
(307) 742-6641
kayc@arkrs.org

Jeff Gardner
Executive Director
Wyoming Community Service Providers
P.O. Box 2990
Cheyenne, WY  82003
(307) 760-8137
jeff@wyomingcsp.org

Lee Grossman
Administrator
Developmental Disabilities Section
Behavioral Health Division
Wyoming Department of Health
6101 Yellowstone Road, Suite 220
Cheyenne, WY  82009
(307) 777-7460
lee.grossman1@wyo.gov
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WIND Consumer Advisory Council Member Directory

Julie Andrew		
Advocate
4441 E. 24th Street
Casper, WY  82609
307-265-6968 H	    307-262-4947C
sjandrew@bresnan.net

Samantha Andrew		
Self-Advocate
4441 E. 24th Street
Casper, WY  82609
307-265-6968H 307-262-4947C
sjandrew@bresnan.net 

Aleyta Coffey Zimmerman
Project Coordinator 
Governor’s Council on Developmental  
  Disabilities
320 W. 25th Street
Cheyenne, WY  82001
(307) 777-3339
aleyta.coffey@wyo.gov

Caroline Harkin
Advocate
365 N. 6th Street
Laramie, WY  82072
(307) 703-0279
harkin705@gmail.com

Bobbie Henry, Ex Officio Member
Family Policy Advocacy Coordinator
3 Branding Iron Trail
Cody, WY 82414
(307) 899-2155
Bhenry3@uwyo.edu

Stephanie Hines 			 
Advocate					   
421 Spire Drive
Riverton, WY  82501
307-463-0137H 307-840-2552 (text only)
Baseballmom6@yahoo.com 

Richard Leslie
Executive Director
Wyoming Epilepsy Association
1612 Central Avenue, Apt #3
Cheyenne, WY  82001
(307) 286-8637
richleslie66@gmail.com

Bill McDonald, Council Chairman
Advocate
1953 Edwards Drive, Unit A
Sheridan, WY  82801
(307) 751-3372
bmcdonald@voanr.org

Chele Porter, Ex Officio Member
Chair, Wyoming Assistive Technology Advisory 
Committee
4675 Road 213
Burns, WY  82053
(307) 547-3447
rokoranch@gmail.com 

Lori Regnier
Senior Program Administrator
Protection & Advocacy
7344 Stockman Street
Cheyenne, WY  82009
(307) 632-9436
wypanda@wypanda.com

Calob Taylor
Regional Director
Bridges of Wyoming
109 E. 8th Avenue
Cheyenne, WY  82001
(307) 635-7100
CalobTaylor@bridges.us

Sandra Thiel
Advocate
516 S. Thurmond Street
Sheridan, WY  82801
(307) 672-7957
Sandythiel58@gmail.com 
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Wyoming Institute for Disabilities Faculty and Staff

Betsy Bress
Coordinator, Information Dissemination
(307) 766-2561
bbress@uwyo.edu

Kara Enyeart
Business Manager
(307) 766-2813
kenyeart@uwyo.edu

Canyon Hardesty
Coordinator, Community Education
(307) 766-5003
canyon@uwyo.edu

Sandy Hubert
Coordinator, Consumer Advisory Council
(307) 766-2935
shubert1@uwyo.edu

Michelle Jarman, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Disability Studies
(307) 766-5060
mjarman@uwyo.edu 

Kyle Mattinson
Telecommunications Operator
(307) 766-2456
kmattin1@uwyo.edu

Eric Moody, Ph.D.
Coordinator, Research and Evaluation
(307) 766-2932
emoody1@uwyo.edu

Sandy Root-Elledge
Executive Director 
(307) 766-2764
sre@uwyo.edu

Background
The Wyoming Institute for Disabilities is a University Center for Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities and an academic unit in the College of Health Sciences, University of Wyoming.

Established in 1994, the Wyoming Institute for Disabilities demonstrates excellence in 
providing interdisciplinary, pre-service education, continuing education, community training, 
technical assistance and services as they related to individuals with developmental and other 
disabilities.  

Contact Information
Wyoming Institute for Disabilities
Department 4298
1000 University Avenue
Laramie, WY  82071
Phone: (307) 766-2761; Toll Free: (888) 989-9463; TTY: 800-908-7011; Fax: (307) 766-2763
E-Mail Address:  wind@uwyo.edu
Website:  http://uwyo.edu/wind
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WIND Contributions to Scholarship • April 2016 - November 2017
Wyoming	Institute	for	Disabilities	

Contributions	to	Scholarship	
April	2016	through	November	2017	

	
	
Publications,	Peer	Reviewed	
Agran,	M.,	Andren-Kirche,	K.A.,	&	MacLean,	W.	(2016).	“My	voice	counts,	too":	Voting	participation		

among	individuals	with	intellectual	disability.		Intellectual	and	Developmental	Disabilities,	54,		
285-294.	

Jarman,	M.,	Monaghan,	L.	and	Quaggin-Harkin,	A.,	(Eds.)	(2017).	Barriers	and	belonging:		Personal	
narratives	of	disability.		Philadelphia,	PA:	Temple	University	Press.		

Jarman,	M.	Race	and	disability	in	U.S.	literature.	In	Barker,	C.	and	Murray,	S.	(Eds.)	(invited	chapter,	in	
press,	2017),	The	Cambridge	companion	to	literature	and	disability.	Cambridge,	UK:	Cambridge	
University	Press.		

	
Publications,	Non-Peer	Reviewed	
Hardesty,	C,	Warren,	W,	Arce,	F.	and	Bowser,	G.	(2017).	Invited	Submission.	Fostering	communities	and
	 professional	learning	in	assistive	technology:	The	opportunity	for	case	specific	discussions	to
	 increase	provider	knowledge	and	application	of	AT	practices.	Closing	the	Gap	Solutions.
	 May/June		
Lausch,	J.,	Aldrich,	A.,	Edwards,	N.,	Hardesty,	C.	Mills-Fischer,	A.,	Loe,	C.,	Day,	D.,	Hazen,	J.,	Albers,	J.	

Lowe,	S.,	&	Ginn,	H.	(2016).	Preschool	Age	Vision	Screening	Handbook.	University	of	Wyoming:	
Wyoming	Vision	Collaborative.		

Root-Elledge,	S.,	Hardesty,	C.,	and	Wagner,	S.	(2015,	2016).	Invited	submission.	Demonstrating	the		
Possibilities:	University	of	Wyoming	ECHO	in	assistive	technology	is	building	capacity	and		
demonstrating	positive	outcomes	in	Wyoming	and	beyond.	Closing	the	Gap	Solutions.		
December/January.		

	
Publications,	In	Press	
Jarman,	M.	and	Thomson-Ebanks,	V.	(invited	chapter,	in	press,	2017).	Pedagogies	of	disability	justice:	

Cognitive	accessibility	in	college	classrooms.	In	Ware,	L.	(Ed.),	Critical	readings	in	
interdisciplinary	disability	studies.	New	York,	NY:	Springer.			

Thompson-Ebanks,	V.	and	Jarman,	M.	(2017,	in	press).	Undergraduate	Students	with	Nonapparent	
Disabilities:	Identity	Factors	that	Contribute	to	Disclosure	Decisions.	International	Journal	of	
Disability,	Development,	and	Education.		

Thompson-Ebanks,	V.	and	Jarman,	M.	(2017,	in	press).	Characteristics	of	undergraduate	students	with	
disabilities:	Disability	disclosure	and	academic	persistence.	Advance	in	Social	Sciences	Research	
Journal.		

	
Publications,	In	Review	
Singh,	R,	Estrada-Reynolds,	V.,	Hardesty,	C.,	Root-Elledge,	S.,	Kaiser,	K.,	Robinson,	C.,	Moody,	

E.J.,	(under	review).	Development	and	Implementation	of	a	Parent	to	Parent	Mentoring		
Program	in	Two	Western	States:	Colorado	Parent	Mentorship	and	Wyoming	Family	Mentorship,		
Journal	of	Community	Engagement	and	Scholarship.	

Root-Elledge,	S,	Hardesty,	C.,	Cooley	Hidecker,	M.,	Bowser,	G.,	Ferguson,	E.,	Wagner,	S,	Moody,	EJ		
(under	review).	Enhancing	the	Implementation	of	Assistive	Technology	in	Schools:		
The	ECHO	Model®	for	Professional	Learning	and	Capacity	Building,	Assistive	Technology		
Outcomes	&	Benefits.	
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Presentations,	Refereed	International	and	National	
Agran,	M.	(2016,	December).	Extending	voting	rights	to	adults	with	intellectual	disabilities.		Paper		

presented	at	2016	TASH	Conference,	St.	Louis.	
Arce,	F.	(2017,	January).	Assistive	Technology	Industry	Association	(ATIA),	#accessiblematerials	#apps		

#reading	#startedmyhwonsunday	#textunrecognizable,	Co-Presenter,	Orlando,	FL.	
Arce,	F.	(2016,	November).	Association	on	Higher	Education	and	Disability	(AHEAD),	Accessing	Higher		

Ground,	A	Review	of	Apps	&	Strategies	For	Converting	and	Accessing	Print	and	Digital	Materials,		
Presenter.	Denver,	CO.	

Arce,	F.,	Rausch,	R.	&	Locke,	B.	(2016,	October).	Wyoming	State	Assistive	Technology	Resources.		
Colorado	State	University	Assistive	Technology		Resources	Center,	Co-presenter,	Laramie,	WY.		

Arce,	F.,	Berry,	K.,	Rausch,	R.,	&	Locke,	B.	(2016,	October).	National	and	State	AT	Resources.	Project		
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Speaker.		AdvancED	Conference.	Casper	Wyoming,	WY.		

Hardesty,	C.		(2016,	September).		Goals,	Objectives	and	Logic	Models;	Core	Components	of	a	Strategic	
Plan.	Invited	Speaker.	Albany	County	Grants	Training.	Laramie,	WY.		

Hardesty,	C.,	Warren,	W.	(2016,	August).		University	of	Wyoming	ECHO	Networks	in	Education;	
Opportunities	in	Early	Childhood.		Invited	Speaker.		Cowboy	Early	Childhood	Education	
Conference.	Riverton,	WY.		

Hardesty,	C.,	Warren,	W.	Jenkins,	C.		(2016,	August).		University	of	Wyoming	ECHO	Networks	in	
Education.		Invited	Speaker.		Wyoming	Department	of	Education,	Week	of	Academic	Visioning	in	
Education	(WAVE)	Leadership	Symposium.		UW	Cheyenne,	WY.		

Heath,	D.,	Carter,	C.,	(2017,	May).	How	to	get	an	accurate	ICAP.	Bridges	Case	Managers.		Statewide.	
Jenkins	C.	&	Smith	K.	(2017,	October).	Telehealth	Tool	Kit	and	Work	Flow	Practices.	Wyoming
	 Telehealth	Network	Webinar,	University	of	Wyoming,	Laramie,	WY.		
Lancaster,	K.,	Hardesty,	C.	(2017,	June).	Healthy	relationships:	The	key	to	successful	community	living;		
	 Wyoming	Developmental	Disabilities	Conference.	Casper,	WY.		
Rausch,	R.	Assistive	Technology	for	Supporting	People	with	Mental	Health	Conditions.	 Presented	to	

Casper	College	Occupational	Therapy	Assistant	program	students.	Casper,	WY,	October,	2017	
Rausch,	R.,	&	Arce,	F.	Wyoming	State	Assistive	Technology	Resources.	Presented	to	Project	ECHO	

community	members.	Laramie,	WY,	September,	2017	
Rausch,	R.	Assistive	Technology	for	Pediatric	Occupations.	Presented	to	Casper	College	Occupational	

Therapy	Assistant	program	students.	Casper,	WY,	September,	2017	
Rausch,	R.	(2017,	May).	Wyoming	State	Assistive	Technology	Resources.	Presented	to	the	Rocky		

Mountain	Red	Cross	organization.	Curt	Gowdy	State	Park,	Cheyenne,	WY.	
Rausch,	R.	(2017,	March).	Universal	Design	and	Home	Modifications.	Presented	to	Casper	College		

students.	Casper	College,	Casper,	WY.		
Moody,	E.J.,	(2017).	Autism	in	rural	and	frontier	communities.	A	Keynote	address	given	at	the	annual		

Research	Day	at	University	of	Wyoming,	Laramie,	WY.	April.	
Warren,	W.,	Jenkins,	C.,	(2017,	February)	UW	ECHO	in	Career	Development	and	UW	ECHO	in		

Educational	Leadership.	AdvancED	Wyoming	Spring	Continuous	Improvement	Conference.		
Casper,	WY.	

Warren,	W.,	Hardesty,	C.,	Lausch,	D.	(2016,	September)	UW	ECHO	in	Education	Networks.	AdvancED		
Wyoming	Fall	Continuous	Improvement	Conference.	Casper,	WY	

Warren,	W.,	Hardesty,	C.,	Hermanutz,	K.,	(2016,	August)	UW	ECHO	in	Education	Networks:		
Opportunities	for	Early	Childhood.	Cowboy	State	Early	Childhood	Conference	(WyCEA)		
Riverton,	WY.	

Warren,	W.,	Jenkins,	C.,	(2017,	August)	Mountain	Pacific	Quality	Health	Board	Meeting.	Casper,	WY	
Warren,	W.,	Hardesty,	C.,	Jenkins,	C.	(2016,	August)	UW	ECHO	in	Education	Networks.	Week	of		

Academic	Vision	and	Excellence	(WAVE)	Cheyenne,	WY	
Warren,	W.,	(2016,	June)	Transition	Panel.	Wyoming	Down	Syndrome	Conference.	Casper,	WY.	

Warren,	W.,	(2016,	May)	Division	of	Vocational	Rehabilitation	Annual	Meeting.	Cheyenne,	WY	

Presentations,	University	
Arce,	F.	&	Rausch,	R.	(2017,	April).	University	of	Wyoming.	College	of	Engineering:	The	Critical	Role	of		

Assistive	Technology	in	Education.	Laramie,	WY.	
Arce,	F.	&	Rausch,	R.	(2017,	April).	University	of	Wyoming.	College	of	Engineering:	The	Critical	Role	of		

Assistive	Technology	in	Education.	Laramie,	WY.	
Arce,	F.,	&	Rausch,	R.	(2017,	February).	University	of	Wyoming.	College	of	Education:	The	Critical	Role	of		

Assistive	Technology	in	Education.	Laramie,	WY.	
Arce,	F.,	&	Rausch,	R.	(2017,	February).		University	of	Wyoming.	College	of	Health	Science:	The	Critical		

Role	of	Assistive	Technology	in	Education.	Laramie,	WY.	
Arce,	F.,	&	Rausch,	R.	(2017,	February).		University	of	Wyoming.	College	of	Education:	The	Critical	Role		

of	Assistive	Technology	in	Education.	Laramie,	WY.	
Arce,	F.	(2016,	October).		University	of	Wyoming.	TRiO	Tutor	services:	Creating	an	inclusive	environment		

for	students	with	disabilities,	Presenter,	Laramie,	WY.	
Arce,	F.	(2016,	October).	University	of	Wyoming.	College	of	Education:	The	Critical	Role	of	Assistive		

Technology	in	Education.	Laramie,	WY.	
Locke,	B.,	Arce,	F.,	Regan,	D.,	&	Rausch,	R.	(2016,	July).	Assistive	Technology.	Laramie	High	School		

students,	Laramie,	WY.	
Arce,	F.	&	Rausch,	R.	(2016,	July).	State	Assistive	Technology	Resources.	Friendships	and	Dating	Class.		

University	of	Wyoming,	WY.	
Arce,	F.	(2016,	March).	University	of	Wyoming.	College	of	Education:	The	Critical	Role	of	Assistive		

Technology	in	Education.	Laramie,	WY.	
Arce,	F.	(2016,	March).		Wyoming	Institute	for	Disabilities	Web	Series-	AT	and	Accessible	Educational		

Materials	consideration	webinar:	Accessible	Educational	Materials	Provision	Based	Best		
Practices.	Laramie,	WY.	

Arce,	F.	(2016,	March).	Wyoming	Institute	for	Disabilities	Web	Series-	AT	and	Accessible	Educational		
Materials	consideration	webinar:	Accessible	Educational	Materials	and	Assistive	Technology.		
Laramie,	WY.	

Arce,	F.	(2016,	April).	Laramie	County	Community	College,	University	of	Wyoming	Early	Care	and		
Education	Center:	The	Critical	Role	of	Assistive	Technology	in	Education.	Laramie,	WY.	

Hardesty,	C.,	Lancaster,	K.,	&	Ginn,	H.	(2017,	April).	Changing	Social	Norms	and	Building	Relationships:	
Improving	Socio-Sexual	Health	for	Individuals	with	Intellectual	and	Related	Developmental	
Disability	through	Community	Based	Training.	2017	University	of	Wyoming	College	of	Health	
Sciences	Grand	Rounds	Research	Day.	Poster	Presentation.	Laramie,	WY.	

Jarman,	M.	(2017,	October).	Barriers	and	Belonging:	Using	Narratives	of	Disability	to	Inform	Health	
Science	Pedagogy.	CHS	Research	Seminar,	Laramie,	WY.	

Jenkins	C.	&	Hardesty,	C.	(2017,	November).	Telehealth	Update.	WIND	Advisory	Committee	and	Gallery.
	 University	of	Wyoming,	Laramie,	WY.		
Lancaster,	K.,	Ginn,	H.,	&	Hardesty,	C.	(2017,	April).	Challenging	social	norms:	Supporting	the	rights	of	

individuals	with	intellectual	and	developmental	disabilities	to	healthy	relationships.	Shepard	
Symposium	on	Social	Justice.	Laramie,	WY.		

Lancaster,	K.,	&	Ginn,	H.	(2017,	March).	Changing	Social	Norms	and	Building	Relationships:	Improving	
Socio-Sexual	Health	for	Individuals	with	Intellectual	and	Related	Developmental	Disability	
through	Community	Based	Training.	University	of	Wyoming	College	of	Education	Research	
Symposium.	Laramie,	WY.	

Rausch,	R.	Assistive	Technology:	A	Platform	for	Inclusion.	Presented	to	University	of	Wyoming		
students.	University	of	Wyoming,	Laramie,	WY,	April,	2017	

Rausch,	R.	&	Arce,	F.	Universal	Design	and	the	Critical	Role	of	Assistive	Technology.	Presented		
to	University	of	Wyoming	students.	University	of	Wyoming,	Laramie,	WY,	April,	2017	
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Arce,	F.	&	Rausch,	R.	(2017,	April).	University	of	Wyoming.	College	of	Engineering:	The	Critical	Role	of		

Assistive	Technology	in	Education.	Laramie,	WY.	
Arce,	F.,	&	Rausch,	R.	(2017,	February).	University	of	Wyoming.	College	of	Education:	The	Critical	Role	of		

Assistive	Technology	in	Education.	Laramie,	WY.	
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Hardesty,	C.,	Lancaster,	K.,	&	Ginn,	H.	(2017,	April).	Changing	Social	Norms	and	Building	Relationships:	
Improving	Socio-Sexual	Health	for	Individuals	with	Intellectual	and	Related	Developmental	
Disability	through	Community	Based	Training.	2017	University	of	Wyoming	College	of	Health	
Sciences	Grand	Rounds	Research	Day.	Poster	Presentation.	Laramie,	WY.	

Jarman,	M.	(2017,	October).	Barriers	and	Belonging:	Using	Narratives	of	Disability	to	Inform	Health	
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Socio-Sexual	Health	for	Individuals	with	Intellectual	and	Related	Developmental	Disability	
through	Community	Based	Training.	University	of	Wyoming	College	of	Education	Research	
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Rausch,	R.	&	Arce,	F.	Universal	Design	and	the	Critical	Role	of	Assistive	Technology.	Presented		
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Rausch,	R.	(2017,	March).	What	is	Occupational	Therapy?	Presented	to	University	of	Wyoming		
students.	University	of	Wyoming,	Laramie,	WY.	

Thompson-Ebanks,	V.	&	Ginn,	H.	(2016,	April).	What	Factors	Negatively	and	Positively	Impact	the	
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Wyoming	Institute	for	Disabilities	
Grant	and	Contract	Funding	

FY	2016,	2017	
	
Act Early Ambassador.  Canyon Hardesty (PI).  Grant from Association of University Centers on  
Disability to help parents, health care professionals, and child care providers learn about developmental  
milestones and their role in the early identification of autism spectrum disorders and other developmental  
disabilities, 2014-2018.  $8,000. 
 
Friendships and Dating; Sexual and Reproductive Health Training for Individuals with Developmental  
Disabilities. Canyon Hardesty (PI). Contract from Wyoming Department of Health, Maternal and Family  
Health, a preventative program that teaches individuals with intellectual and related developmental 
disabilities how to develop and maintain healthy relationships, 2016-2017.  $300,546 
 
iCan Connect, Wyoming Deaf-Blind Equipment Distribution Program. Sandra Root-Elledge (PI).  Grant  
(6th year) from Federal Communications Commission to provide communication devices to individuals  
who are deaf-blind, 2016-2018.  $134,000.  
 
Inventory for Client and Agency Planning and Supports Intensity Scale Assessments.  Sandra Root- 
Elledge (PI).  Contract from the Wyoming Department of Health, Developmental Disabilities Unit to  
conduct eligibility for services screenings of individuals with developmental disabilities. FY 2017, 2018. 
$624,000. 
 
Leadership in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities.  Canyon Hardesty (PI and Faculty Coordinator).  
Contract (14th year) from the University of Utah that provides leadership and skill building opportunities 
for Wyoming graduate-level pre-professionals and professionals from a variety of health related 
disciplines to increase their knowledge and skills in providing services and supports to children with 
neurodevelopmental disabilities and their families. AY 2016, 2017 $11,000. 
 
Next Step Assessment Clinic. Sandra Root-Elledge (PI). Contract from the Wyoming Department of 
Education for clinical assistive technology services during comprehensive evaluations of children with 
developmental and other disabilities. 2015-2017. $25,000. 
 
University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities. Sandra Root-Elledge (PI). Grant (22nd 
year) from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services for the Wyoming Institute for Disabilities 
infrastructure to deliver pre-professional and continuing education, community training and services, to 
conduct research and evaluation, and to disseminate information, FY 2017, 2018.  $1,094,000  
 
UW ECHO for Career Services.  Canyon Hardesty (PI). Contract from the Wyoming Department of  
Education to improve college and career readiness of students graduating from high school.  2016-2017.  
$62,000. 
 
UW ECHO in Education for Individual Learning.  Sandra Root-Elledge and Canyon Hardesty (Co-PIs). 
Contract from Wyoming Department of Education to build Wyoming educators’ capacity for assistive  
technology, autism, behavior supports, early childhood, and secondary school transitions, 2016-2017.  
$694,479. 
 
UW ECHO in Educational Leadership.  Canyon Hardesty (PI). Contract from UW College of Education,  
Wyoming Department of Education and Ellbogen Foundation to increase standardized use of best  
practices among school district leaders, 2015-2017.  $442,744. 
 

WIND Grant and Contract Funding, FY 2016, 2017
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UW ECHO for Waiver Services. Canyon Hardesty and Sandra Root-Elledge (Co-PIs).  
Long Term Care and Children’s Mental Health Services.  Contract from the Wyoming Department of  
Health, Healthcare Financing – Wyoming Medicaid to build capacity for case managers and service  
providers, 2016-2018.  $243,791 
 
Wyoming Assistive Technology Resources. Sandra Root-Elledge (PI).  Grant (12th year) from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Community Living to operate State 
Assistive Technology Act Program that provides assistive technology information, access and services to 
individuals with disabilities. 2015-2018. $714,000.  
 
Wyoming Clearinghouse for Accessible Educational Materials. Canyon Hardesty (PI). Annual (11th year)  
contract from the Wyoming Department of Education to provide Wyoming students who have vision and  
print disabilities with access to accessible educational materials, 2016, 2017. $199,530.   
 
Wyoming Consortium for Veterans Activities. Canyon Hardesty (PI). Grant from Veterans Services 
Administration to provide recreational and competitive sports opportunities for veterans and members of 
the U.S. military, 2016-2017.  $198,735.  
 
Wyoming Family to Family Health Information Center. Sandra Root-Elledge and Eric Moody (co-PIs).   
Grant (7th year) to provide information, training and support for families that have a child with a special  
health care need, 2016-2018.  $185,100 
 
Wyoming Telehealth Network. Canyon Hardesty (PI). Contract from Wyoming Department of Health,  
Healthcare Financing, Rural and Frontier Health partnering with Public Health Nursing to increase the  
use of Telehealth and Telemedicine in Wyoming, 2016-2018. $226,772. 
 
Wyoming Vision Collaborative. Canyon Hardesty (PI). Contract from the Wyoming Department of Health  
with funding to unite key stakeholders and professionals in an ongoing process to establish a coordinated  
system of education, training, referral, and family support around childhood vision health, 2015-2017.   
$160,000.		
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Wyoming Institute for Disabilities
Five Year, 2017-2022 Plan

Abstract

The Wyoming Institute for Disabilities and key stakeholders will implement a five year (2017-
2022) plan to support full community inclusion, community membership, independence, 
productivity and social participation for individuals with developmental disabilities. Developed 
with the Consumer Advisory Council, our plan is based upon findings from a comprehensive 
needs assessment and guided by the values of accessibility, inclusivity, diversity, cultural 
competency, choice and self-determination. We will conduct activities to improve individuals’ 
opportunities for health and wellness, education, early intervention, employment and assistive 
technology. 

Our objectives include: 1) educating graduate students and practicing professionals to 
serve and support families of children with special health care needs through the Utah 
Regional Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities program; 2) providing 
interdisciplinary pre-service preparation in disability, diversity, and inclusive practice through 
our Disability Studies program; 3) conducting basic and applied research, evaluation and public 
policy analysis in areas that affect or could affect individuals with developmental disabilities 
and their families; 4) increasing the capacity of professionals to implement best practices in 
their fields; 5) providing services that demonstrate evidence-based and best practices; and 6) 
disseminating findings and information to individuals, families and professionals throughout 
Wyoming. Our anticipated outcomes include increases in: 1, 2 & 4) trainees’ knowledge, 
attitude and skills related to developmental disabilities; 3) evidence to inform policies and 
practices; 5) capacity for professionals to use evidence-based practices; and 6) resources, 
especially related to health and wellness. Our products will consist of scholarly publications, 
annual reports, a website, newsletters, social media, and other materials produced using 
positive approaches, universal design and accessibility principles.


