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Mathematics Lost in Transition Institute 
April 4-5, 2013

Northern Wyoming Community College District, Gillette College
Session Feedback transcribed April 8, 2013

All responses from evaluation forms were transcribed exactly as written.  

Not all respondents answered all questions.


1. ___  On a scale from 1-10 with ten being high, please rate Thursday evening overall. 

For any response lower than five (5), please use the space below or on the back to explain.

mean = 7

median = 7

mode = 8

Thursday evening overall comments:
· It was slightly informative, but nothing that was relevant to college math instructors.
· Great to have a panel of H.S. specialists explain their injection of Common Core math standards into H.S. curriculum.

· Too much jargon (acronyms) to easily follow

· Great discussion and preparation by Campbell County folks

· Too many abbreviations made the discussion hard to follow at times.

2. What did you find important or valuable to learn more about from the Thursday night panel discussion?
· Didn’t know about CC
· I was on the defensive

· Good to hear what is happening in K-6 and high school.
· High school perspectives on Common core.

· It was interesting, but the ties to college level math were not really a focus (as I felt they should be). It should have been titled as an “information session,” or more focused on college math.
· The common core were basically unknown to me until then.
· Very persuasive duo of LeeAnn & Boyd on the effectiveness of new emphases. Send such teams out of town!
· The difficult way in which Common Core is being implemented.

· Update on future trends in math teaching.

· Very informative and nice discussion

· General idea of backward design of curriculum based on standards (ie, common core).

· It is all new to me so I learned about CPM, & models. I didn’t know that stuff.
· The emphasis on higher-level Blooms taxonomy in teaching and assessment. We need to assess performance based on Blooms analysis and not GPS and success rates in the university level.
· I need to look at College – American (/) discussions.

3. ___  On a scale from 1-10 with ten being high, please rate Friday morning overall. 

For any response lower than five (5), please use the space below or on the back to explain.

mean = 8

median = 9

mode = 9

Friday morning overall comments:
· Friday was great

· Excellent discussions, really enjoyed this.

· I like the discussion about concurrent, dual enrollments
Friday morning overall comments continued:
· I was amazed at how much the High School teachers were adverse to taking a math class, but I have a better understanding why now.
· The heated argument about 18 credits for dual-concurrent enrollment was distracting
· More inquiry – based teaching

· Excellent push by David Anton to use data to inform how we are doing

· Very helpful! It has me thinking of long term changes to my class.

4. Based on today’s discussions about McTighe and Wiggins’s white paper, the Common Core State Standards, and/or examining student work:

a. What is one thing you will try in your class(es) right away?

· Already doing
· Restructuring to not think for students.

· I’d like to try flipped classroom.
· Unlikely I will implement any of them right away, but I am constantly advancing and improving the courses I teach.
· Make effort to explicitly design in the 8 practices

· The project we received about Newton’s Cooling.
· More emphasis on ratios and proportions.

· Teacher-training must be made a higher priority. Funding should be requested. 

· Attempt to flip the classroom.

· Not sure

· Start more topics conceptually
· Think more about having Bloom analysis of my assessments

b. What challenges do you see with the Common Core State Standards?

· Shift from skills to process thinking
· Too big too fast
· Lofty goal vs pressure of assessments time to ramp up. 
· Transition to college-style classes, and the “students who get left behind”
· I need to look into these more deeply.
· Testing focus
· Implementing them to the level of intent.

· Challenges pertaining to developmental math students. We need to get them up to college standards and then help them develop college level skills. 

· Student that show gaps as Common Core State Standards are implemented.
· I have a very hard time getting students to think creatively – that will be challenging. 
· Time to cover all course objectives

· Matching assessments to the Common Core.

· Time, money, to implement. Also resistance of some teachers to the change.

c. What help do you think you will need?
· More resources
· $ to sponsor appropriate training
· ?

· A well maintained, updated WY math website mat provide access to updated policies, resources, helpful videos of highly rated math instructors etc.
· NA
· Resources to keep course enrollment small enough for practical implementation.
· A lot of research, reading, and PRACTICE
5. What do you see as the next steps for ensuring student success in mathematics classes at both the secondary and postsecondary level?

· There is a disconnect between HS curriculum & what colleges see as entering level college – or we wouldn’t have greater than 50% remedial
· Communication.

· 4 years of H.S. math!!! Don’t allow students to graduate H.S. unless they can test into college level math.
· Communication is KEY factor to ensure our success of students and faculty.
· Move away from testing & centralized control.
· Continued dialog

· Greater numbers of rigorously trained K-12 math instructors.

· Students should be shown the “end goals.”
· Success with common core standards at secondary level will lead to better prepared postsecondary students!
· Instructor training & support
· More discussion at “Lost in Transition” – Let’s pick an area in which we are trying to improve and have a presentation on what happened – case study

· Getting the common core in place, and possibly restructuring QA classes to anticipate that type of background.
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