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What Wyoming
Educators are
Doing to Help
Students Succeed

By Brenne Woanous,
Waoming School-Universily
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iy a%i‘ffi:rum é«i 5e8 Can im
mueh larger and involve new
technology. Homework assign-
skomore compiey gues.
tions reguiring higher levels
rriting and comprehension.
Teachers’ expectations of stu-
dents’ initiative and guality of
work are greater. Most signifi-
cantly, students must leam to
do it almost entirely on their
owr, This transition poses gig-
nificant challenges to students,
their college professors, as well
as their high school teachers
geeking to prepare them well
for the future,

The Wyoming School-Univer-

sity Partnership, a consortium

of 21 school districts, two UW
colieges, the seven Wyoming
community colleges, the Wyo-
ming Department of Bducation
and the Wyoming Education
Association, is working to rectify
On Feb. 18 and 18,
artnership piloted ite fivet
disgrict-university site swap
invelving UWs Life Belences
program and Carbon County
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_ Photo courteay of Wyoming School-University Partnership

Carbon County School District No. 2 Superintendent Bob
Gates discusses issues of importance to his district with
the faculty and staff at the University of Wyoming.

School District #2 (Encamp-
ment, Hanna and Saratoga).
’i‘en junior 'high and high schoo’i
including district superinten—
dent Bob Gates, came to UW
to attend classes and talk with
a wide range of faculty and
students, Later this spring,
UW faoulty and students will
complete the swap by visiting
COSDH#2 schools,

“This frst site swap repre-
sents a next step to 'dig a ltlle
deeper’ on understanding the
challenges students face when
transitioning from high school
to college,” explaing Mark Ly-
ford, director of UW’s Life Bei-
ences program. “While we've

been having statewide K-16
discussions about this in the life
scelences for five vears, experi-
encing high school and college
from the students’ perapective
is eritical and a real eye-opener
for faculty and administrators
on both sides.”

The gite swap came out ef

statewide summits, workshops
and celloquia that the Part-
nership has supported since
20058, CCSD#2 appealed to the
Partnership to coordinate a

district-ievel event to determing . {1

where student preparedness in
high school and student expec-
tations in college do and do not

Continued on page B
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align. "There iz a

a gap hetween &

what we get them ready for [in the

high school], and what they need

to do [in college]l. We need to

close that gap — that’s my goal”
said CCBD2 superintendent
330%) (iates during the site swap
S Ven “What could have been

igh school m,w

wmore suwe%qm in miiege"” ‘

swap will be reuprocated by

W faculty and graduate stu-
dents who will spend time in

the CCSD#2 schools. The group

wle interact Wzth aﬁudents, o%-

perience the congtraints ss:hoo'i -

CCSD#2 participants and  student

UW faculty from botany, zoology,
‘,hemw’r
ke
student
ration of maiogy in iectmes
atid homework, challenges of
state tosting requirements, ¢
mon skill deficiencies, and more,
Cesha participants observed
a LIVE 1010

08y}l W

meeting with lab coordinator i

Diane Gorski and eight gradu-
ate assistants, in which they

discussed the course’s learning
objectives and in what ways

studente must meet them, The

, and English delved 4T
i ns mnging;f‘mm

his wsat was an eyempener

for aii of

‘swap events, the Partnershlp

facilitates commumcatmn and
collaberatxon :

group participated in a Thurs-

day evening LIFE 1010 lab

w;th the graduate Leachmg ,
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and caring teachers who balance
high expectations and strong

support,” explains Audrey Klein- |

sasser, director of the Wyoming
School-University Partnership.
“In a time of aggressive federal
and qtate wmphance, 1t’s more

opportumty is a core Partncr .
‘ship prineiple, the site swap is
the epitome of Partnership work
and benefits to students”
_ The Life Sciences Site Swap

event was made possible by
a $15,000 gift from the Que%t

around the ACT district profiles

‘and a “Designing Mathemati-
that Matter”
: workshOp Later this winter and
_spring, secondary and postsec- |
ondary faculty i in the life scienc-

eciucatom . '

cal Experiences

per foxmance is about s:.kiﬂed L A

,Fonndatwn The funding sup-
1 ported a statewide mathemat- §
_ ies meeting that featured work
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