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7th Annual Life Sciences Lost in Transition Summit
February 22, 2013     Casper, Wyoming

Session Feedback transcribed February 25, 2013

n = 26 responses

All responses from evaluation forms were transcribed exactly as written.  

Not all respondents answered all questions.

1.  Please rate the overall quality of the day’s work: My rating: _____ (1-10, with 10 being highest quality)
7, 8, 8, 8, 8, 8, 8, 8, 8, 9, 9, 9, 9, 9, 9, 9, 9, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10

mean = 8.96

median = 9

mode = 10

Comments:

· I found much of the information valuable, but would like to have heard more ideas for improving assessment.
· So many great minds in one room. The questions were thought provoking & I have come away with some concrete ideas.

· The process, particularly during the morning, was very effective
· This was a great opportunity to hear a different perspective
· Very informative, nice to talk to other science teachers and see what they are doing.
· Positive, collegial, very meaningful, productive!
· The table talk was certainly valuable.

· I liked the way the work was organized and detailed on the salmon-colored sheet. I enjoyed the conversations.
· Great to have participants from all levels (k-12 – Univ.) to talk about one issue that affects all science teachers.
· Interaction of great value, often some opinions not greeted with the same value
· Best yet! Written product!
2.  What did you learn from discussions about student success in science writing?
· I am always surprised by the pressures put on K-12 faculty. It was great to learn that most expectations are common across levels.
· We have similar concerns & face similar problems across many levels.

· I need to implement more practice. Students lack the ability to recognize appropriate scientific writing post-secondary.

· I learned how important writing is across all disciplines.

· Regardless of level we are want our students to be successful communicators!

· I learned that my concerns are shared across many grade levels

· Excellent & committed teachers attend the Summits. Vast disparity w/in school/classrooms in student preparation, motivation.
· I learned a lot of different strategies
· We all face similar struggles. The importance of modeling, peer review, practice
· Generally speaking, all grade levels share common challenges
· So much is the same across subjects & up & down grade levels!

· I have more of an awareness of how important it is for me to institute writing in my science classes
· All students can be successful in science writing.
· I am not the only one frustrated and the poll was interesting. We all know how important it is to be able to write but the “how” to help students be successful is difficult. 
· How critical writing well is in science, documentation of knowledge! As well as overall expression of “self”
· I learned that writing in science requires a specific, structure format.

· We agree already on the most important parts. Our differences are in the details.
· I learned that there is plenty of work for us to do in the state in literacy!
· 1. It’s an iterative process.  2. Students need more practice writing.

· I feel like we need to spend more time writing in science, not “opting-out.”
· My concerns & frustrations are not unique to my situation & my students

· I learned that we all have certain parts in common. We were all agreed on the most important parts of the puzzle

· It is not an easily solved issue that requires work at all levels
· Some similar problems 8-16
· We are all on the same page basically, about what we want science writing to look like at each grade level.

3.  What concerns do you have about the Common Core State Standards and their impact at the secondary and 

     postsecondary levels? 
· My concerns are how it will be implemented.
· Clarifying formal & informal writing. (Next week!)
· It means more money to someone then we will change again. There was no local input.

· How will the state and districts react to the NGSS.

· I feel fairly comfortable with them but am still slightly concerned with how to integrate them with my current standards & cover all that is required.
· The instructional support needed for many teachers, schools, districts will not be forthcoming.

· I haven’t seen them yet . . . the new ones, I mean.
· I actually believe they will be helpful & improve what we do
· Still not all that clear what the Common Core is all about.
· Elementary needs to be on board, too

· I really fear how many teachers will disregard the Common Core State Standards.
· Making sure they are integrated correctly at all levels – time/timeline for integration
· I think the common core will improve writing and it gives us a common platform for looking at student writing
· Lack of cohesion & “bridging” (transitional seamlessness) between the two
· I wish we had discussed the importance of argument writing.

· Fear of failure.

· That we do not have Wyoming State Dept of Ed Support to our districts.
· They may not be used without sessions like this.
· Let us look at them. Then their impact can be discussed.

· The main concern I have has to do the timeline. I hope that we have the time to implement properly

· They may not be easily accommodated due to demands on a teachers current schedule
· ?
· Reading through them. I haven’t done that.

4.  Based on today’s discussions about student success in science writing:

a. What is one thing you will try in your class(es) right away?
· Using ‘track changes’ for peer review.
· Peer editing

· Collaborating across disciplines
· Co-creating a rubric with students to assess writing in science.

· Modeling effective writing

· Use collaborative ideas with LA teacher to develop writing prompts and paper structure.
· N/A

· I’m going to have students write a summary/reflection to end each class period

· Summarizing strategies
· More summaries/reflective writing
· Daily practice in Summarizing/analyzing

· More daily (small) writing assignments.
· Small writing assignments for practice every day.
· I will try focused revisions. Example “I want you to just look for capitals and periods.” List of possible revisions will help students know what to look for.
· Put more emphasis on writing correctly, using conventions, etc. -Revision & editing skills
· Teaching kids how to write lab reports.

· I will have students write concise summary and analysis paragraphs from both graphs and text.
· Reading & writing with text support. – Supporting other staff with the same tasks
· Incorporate peer review of writing.

· Using samples of writing as a guide.
· Revisions & rewrites to improve student product.

· Article summaries

· Working on all styles of writing
· Hold student more accountable in their writing.
· Template and practice then leading into peer review.

b. What challenges do you see?

· Whether faculty will actually find the time to collaborate with ELA teachers.
· Time allocations

· Administrative support
· Immediate feedback is necessary and I wonder if I could get it right back.

· Cross-curricular conversation

· Student resistance – lack of effort
· Being consistent & not becoming complacent
· Finding time to incorporate writing so it can be done well
· Diversity in ability
· Planning, follow-through

· It takes a lot of time.
· Time/taking time away from curriculum.
· Finding balance between science content knowledge and writing ability
· Lack of preparation in HS on basics (writing). – “Why should I have to write well, this is a science class?!”
· Kids might say, “This isn’t a science class”

· Many of my students can’t write a sentence.
· Collaboration – sharing the responsibility for improving learning for Wyo. students
· Time!

· Selling everyone else
· Time – However now that it is part essential curriculum I can justify the time.

· Time to put things together to give them students the opportunity to do their best.

· Implementation while retaining content.
· Keeping energy going – getting word out to rest of state.
· Using technology effectively and efficiently within school rules.

c. What help do you think you will need?

· More discussion with ELA folks and instructors across levels.

· In helping the students with writing standards

· ?
· A sumit w/ Language Arts teachers & All Science teachers

· Collaboration with LA teacher
· Just constant collaboration with like-minded peers
· At this point, I’m not sure
· More collaboration, time/and or a time machine
· Support from others today

· Ideas. Always ideas: tips to institute writing more often: more effectively.
· Training with other teachers to make all comfortable
· I would like to see the UW/college teachers craft some templates and get them to the high schools, and get the high school template to the middle school. 
· Cooperation & willing assistance from English faculty.
· I will need to collaborate w/ Sci. teachers

· SpEd teachers to assist the lowest level writers and allow study hall time for completion.
· Yikes 
· I will most definitely need help from my colleagues at my sister institutions and from the university. I’m looking at you Mark Lyford.

· Support from someone at my school
· Professional

· Collaboration with LA teacher at our school

· Time
· Need time
· A class in how to do all this stuff.

5.  What do you see as the next steps for ensuring student success in science writing? 
· Another conversation with more ELA faculty in attendance.
· Continued conversations & aligning curriculum

· Communicating vertically
· Practice summarizing and documenting to bring back next year.
· Practice what we preach.

· Clear expectations for students and teachers
· Broaden the base of attendees

· Our dedication to making it a priority!
· Continue to practice and gaining ideas from colleagues in my school
· Just not sure
· Not to limit success to just subject or grade level you teach

· Encouraging everyone to bring it in to their classes (science or otherwise) more frequently.
· I think we have to find a way to increase the communication about the expectations/frustrations at each level.
· Continuing communication & cooperation with ELA & Literature faculty.
· I think we must continue talking w/ each other!!

· Extend the conversation to other science teachers in the building, the grade level & the entire district.
· A system in place that is supported with legislation & by state dept for assessment & PD with content lit standards.
· Establishing a collaboration with an English instructor to develop an effective science writing lesson.
· Collaboration with ELA folks
· More work with our IF.

· Follow the plans we discussed here today.

· A buy in at all levels not just at Science Teacher level.
· Follow-up on the action plan(s) put forth
· Put what we talked about into practice.

