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Hospice Background
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Elisabeth Kubler-Ross

 Psychiatrist and pioneer of the death-
and-dying movement.

In her groundbreaking bestseller On
Death and Dying,(1969) Elisabeth
Kubler-Ross overturned how physicians
and medical professional treat dying
patients.
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Benefits of Hospice care

Medicare Hospice Benefit (and most other insurance)

* The hospice team: RNs, SW, Aide, Chaplain, Medical Director
* Provides medications for pain and symptom management
* Provides durable medical equipment and oxygen

* Service is provided in the patient’s home, long-term care, assisted living or a
group home

« The patient is not required to be homebound
» Bereavement support for the patient’s family



Limitations of Hospice Benefit (and other insurance)
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Janie: A case study

74 yr old female with no chronic
~conditions

+ Diagnosed with stage 3 pancreatic

cancer 6 months after the death of

/* her husband (April 2021)

" « Worked part-time at the local
hospice providing harp music to
patients

« Under the care of Oncology at Mass

General in Boston

» Elected to have aggressive
chemotherapy and surgery

At the beach on Cape Cod
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What are other reasons for
avoiding hospice?

Type your answers in the chat box!
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What matters in end-of-life care?

r.

0 you want to be treated?



How do you start the
conversation?

(Zoom Poll)



Janie: the rest of the story

From a text message on August 25, 2021

“l long for a stretch of days—5? 6?2—with no hassle, no
doctors, nothing hurting.

Need to tell you that | called Boston and canceled the
Whipple surgery. I’m working on getting hooked up
with hospice, my coterie of buddies over there in
Chatham. I’m not scared of death and dying, but | am
scared of the Whipple. I’ve spoken with some nurses
who confirm my fear that it’s not easy for some
patients. And recovery can be lengthy with setbacks.

« Janie died October 13, 2021, at her home on Cape
Cod surrounded by friends.
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Resources:

d Books, New York NY


https://www.legacy.com/advice/why-we-dont-talk-about-death-but-should/?msclkid=347a8021c3e211ecb026a18f149cc96f
https://jamanetwork.com/searchresults?author=Julie+W.+Childers&q=Julie+W.+Childers
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