
Every fall, the ESRI Southwest 

Users Group (SWUG) annual 

conference brings together GIS 

users from Arizona, Colorado, 

New Mexico, Utah, and Wyo-

ming. This year WyGISC is proud 

to help in hosting this premier 

event in Laramie. 

Jeff Hamerlinck, Director, Wy-

GISC, considers SWUG 2008 to 

be an unique event since few 

other regional conferences 

bring together so many GIS 

users from federal, state, local 

government, and private sector. 

GIS experts from various organi-

zations will present their work in 

addition to the workshops or-

ganized by ESRI and other GIS 

organizations.  Several GIS ven-

dors and ESRI partners will 

showcase their latest enhance-

ments to ESRI software as well 

as new data products and ser-

vices. 

Mr. Hamerlinck believes that 

SWUG will provide a valuable 

networking opportunity for UW 

students and staff with GIS 

experts throughout the region. 

Jim Oakleaf, Program Chair is 

expecting this yearsõ conference 

to not only be unique but also 

very informative for attendees.  

òThis year, we have incorpo-

rated several workshops as part 

of the technical sessions.  Par-

ticipants can attend these work-

shops without having to register 

for workshops separately.ó 

A rodeo night and BBQ has 

been organized at the University 

of Wyoming Hansen Arena, that 

will also include bluegrass mu-

sic. 

Organizing such events requires 

contributions from numerous 

individuals and organizations, 

and the local planning commit-

tee is thankful to the 20 plus 

sponsors for their valuable con-

tributions. 

 

Please visit www.swug2008.org 

for information about the 

speakers, technical presenta-

tion and exhibits. 

WyGISC co-hosts SWUG 2008  

NEW! Geospatial Technician Certificate Program 

WyGISC is offering a new certifi-

cate program through the UW 

Outreach School Center for 

Conferences and Continuing 

Education.  

Anyone can earn the Geospatial 

Technician Certificate by com-

pleting certain required and 

elective short courses that are 

offered by WyGISC and ESRI.   

UW students can obtain this 

non-credit certificate in addition 

to their UW diploma, and pro-

fessionals can advance their 

career in GIS while advancing 

their skills with the current tech-

nology.   

WyGISC has been offering short 

courses in GIS, GPS and remote 

sensing for more than 10 years.  

WyGISC is also an ESRI Authorized 

Partner Education Center, which 

demonstrates that WyGISC 

facilities and trainers' experi-

ence meet or exceed ESRIõs 

stringent standards.  Such cer-

tificate programs assist poten-

tial employers in assessing the 

geospatial skills and abilities of 

future employees. 

Paul Caffrey, Education Coordi-

nator at WyGISC, is hopeful that 

the technician certificate pro-

gram will lead to advanced cer-

tificate programs in the near 

future.  For further details visit 

http://www.wygisc.uwyo.edu/

education/certificate/  

WyGISC Highlights 

Co-hosts southwest GIS users 

conference 

Launches Geospatial Technician 

certificate program 

Unveils My WyGISC, centralized 

website to obtain geospatial data 

Unveils Wyoming GeoLibrary 

linking data sources from numer-

ous sources 

Inside this issue: 

Downloading geospatial data 2 

Wyoming GeoLibrary 2 

Project updates 3 

GITA scholarships 5 

Fiscal modeling 5 

Extramural funding 6 

Campus GIS 6 

Announcements 7 

Giving to WyGISC 8 

WyGISCWyGISC     
Newsletter 

GIS Day 2008GIS Day 2008  

 

November 19, 2008 

 

(Details: page 5) 

Fall 2008 

Volume 2, Issue 1 

A bi-annual newsletter of the Wyoming Geographic Information Science Center, University of Wyoming 



With ever increasing volume and type of geospatial data available 

for Wyoming it is a daunting task to stay current on new formats 

or know when new data become available.  In order to streamline 

geospatial data searching and downloading, WyGISC has intro-

duced My WyGISC.  My WyGISC is a centralized web-based data-

base, designed to serve Wyoming geospatial data and applica-

tions in an easy-to-use format.  Users can choose to receive infor-

mation about new data  or short courses. My WyGISC also has 

links to various data providers and geospatial applications and 

user can search, browse and download data from a single loca-

tion. 

With the unveiling of this new product, current and new users are 

required to register on the New User page (shown to the right) to 

access various resources available through My WyGISC . The Data 

Access page provides links to the new Wyoming GeoLibrary, the 

WyGISC Data Server, Wyoming View, the Energy Resources Infor-

mation Clearinghouse, and the Wyoming Vertebrate Atlas. An-

other new feature of My WyGISC, is the Wyoming Data Viewer, 

which serves as an easy-to-use map application for users to view 

features of Wyoming and related Wyoming data. 

WyGISC Partner users can select from the Partners list and log in 

to the secure system to gain access to the products and applica-

tions available.  

My WyGISC also provides easy access to course listings and 

schedules for Professional Short Courses, Virtual Campus 

Courses, Free Workshops, and Geospatial Forums.  

Questions or comments regarding My WyGISC? Contact: Phil Pol-

zer (ppolzer@uwyo.edu) 

The New Face of Wyoming Geospatial Data Access  

Visit My WyGISC and register today! http://

alkali.wygisc.uwyo.edu/mywygisc/login.aspx 
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Wyoming GeoLibrary is an internet site that provides the ability to 

efficiently browse and access geospatial data from multiple 

sources.  Users can compare data from different sources by re-

viewing the accompanying metadata, and download suitable data.  

Users, who have accessed data through the Wyoming Natural Re-

sources Data Clearinghouse, will now use the Wyoming GeoLibrary 

to search and access Wyoming geospatial data. 

The long-term goal of the Wyoming GeoLibrary is to create a data 

clearinghouse supported by a statewide network of Wyoming geo-

spatial data producers. Data producers will have the ability to pub-

lish and maintain their own metadata documents within the Wyo-

ming GeoLibrary, which offers data providers a method to dissemi-

nate their data with minimal hardware, software, and human re-

sources while at the same time giving them full control of their 

contents within the GeoLibrary. This network is currently in the 

works and new data provider partners include the State Engineers 

Office, the Wyoming State Geological Survey, the Wyoming Depart-

ment of Tourism, and the Wyoming BLM Buffalo Field Office, 

among others. Once the network is fully in place, it is anticipated 

that the Wyoming GeoLibrary will be an important asset to all par-

ties interested in Wyoming geospatial data as it will provide the 

most current and accurate data for locations throughout the state. 

Questions or comments regarding the Wyoming GeoLibrary? Email:  

info@wygisc.uwyo.edu  

Want to become a Wyoming GeoLibrary data provider? JOak-

leaf@uwyo.edu or wyckoff@uwyo.edu  

Wyoming GeoLibrary Update 

mailto:ppolzer@uwyo.edu


Wyoming Travel and Tourism is working to revamp the Wyo-

ming tourism website.  As part of this process, the Wyoming 

Geographic Information Science Center (WyGISC) has been 

contracted to assist in the development and support of a 

mapping component to the website which can aid tourists 

with their travel plans and itineraries. To date WyGISC has 

completed a data discovery and collection phase; which was 

then followed up with by undertaking the task of creating, 

modifying, and symbolizing data gathered in phase one.   

Additionally WYGISC has created an application for internal 

use by Wyoming Travel and Tourism personnel. 

Contact Shawn Lanning (sgl55@uwyo.edu or 766-6281) 

Wyoming Tourism Web Mapping 

Wyoming tourism web mapping application will provide give access to 

key spatial data and attributes to help with decision making, planning, 

and vendor interactions  

The NHD also serves as a framework for linking or indexing other wa-

ter-related information spatially to the NHD, like the Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ) use-impaired waters, the BLM Proper 

Functioning Condition (PFC) riparian data, and the Game & Fish De-

partmentõs fish habitat data without editing the underlying NHD cover-

age. There are numerous other applications of NHD, such as map 

making, up and down stream navigation and flow modeling.  Many 

state and federal agencies have incorporated the NHD into various 

aspects of monitoring, oversight, and decision making. 

The NHD is considered a living dataset. Future data maintenance and 

enhancements are supported within the NHD data structure. User 

requests for revisions and updates are increasing, and local level 

input will greatly improve these data over time. Many states have im-

plemented stewardship programs to maintain and enhance the NHD. 

Contact Paul Caffrey (pcaffrey@uwyo.edu or 766-2770) for more infor-

mation. 

National Hydrography Dataset Completed 

In 2001, WyGISC initiated the effort to create the 1:24,000 scale 

dataset for Wyoming and in collaboration with funding and match-

ing efforts from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), United 

States Geological Survey (USGS), and the United States Forest 

Service (USFS), the high-resolution NHD for Wyoming was com-

pleted in March, 2007 and nationwide in July, 2007. 

The National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) is the national standard 

in spatial hydrography. The high resolution NHD is a nationally 

seamless set of spatial data representing all surface water fea-

tures that appear on USGS 7.5 minute topographic maps and the 

associated attribute information for as many as 52 hydrographic 

features. NHD surface water features such as lakes, ponds, 

streams, rivers, springs and wells can be easily linked with other 

water-related data. These linkages facilitate the analysis and dis-

play of these water-related data throughout the NHD water drain-

age network. 
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WyomingView satellite data archive continues to provide imagery to a variety 

of users across the US and Canada.  As of September 2008, users from 30 

states and 2 Canadian provinces have requested and obtained satellite data 

for mapping Wyomingõs land surface features, or monitor the changes.  Stu-

dents from several universities have obtained satellite data to use them as 

part of their thesis or dissertation work.  WyomingView is pleased to see that 

the utility for Wyoming satellite data is steadily increasing. 

WyomingView plans to add more than 100 Gigabytes of ASTER and Landsat 

data to its archive.  Additionally discussions are underway with Wisconsin-

View to obtain MODIS data on a daily basis for Wyoming.  MODIS data would 

enable frequent monitoring of Wyomingõs landscape.  Starting this year, Wyo-

mingView data archive can be accessed through My WYGISC  and users can 

use other GIS data while searching for images. 

AmericaView, the national organization, recently signed an MOU with the US 

Department of Agriculture to obtain the Indian Remote Sensing (IRS) Satel-

liteõsñAWiFS data.  USDA has been acquiring AWiFS data and WyomingView 

users have obtain these images for non-commercial applications. 

Further information contact: Ramesh Sivanpillai (sivan@uwyo.edu) 

WyomingView Serves Imagery 


