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CYPRIPEDIUM PARVIFLORUM  

VAR. PUBESCENS 
LARGE YELLOW LADY'S-SLIPPER 

Family: Orchidaceae 
 
Status: 
US Fish & Wildlife Service:  None. 
Agency Status: USFS R2 sensitive 
 
Heritage Rank: 
Global:  G5T5  State:  S2 
Range Context: Disjunct  
Wyoming Contribution Rank: Medium 
 
Description: Large yellow lady's-slipper is a 
perennial herb 20-40 cm tall with leafy stems 
from a short rhizome. The leaves are 8-15 cm 
long, elliptic, alternate, and number 3 or 
more. The irregular, yellow flowers are 
solitary. The narrow sepals are up to 4 cm 
long and usually shorter than the lip. The lip 
petal is yellow, 17-30 mm long and slipper-
shaped. The fruit is an elliptic capsule that 
contains thousands of miniscule seeds (Dorn 
2001, Harrington 1954). 
 
Synonyms: Cypripedium calceolus var. 
parviflorum 
 
Similar Species: Cypripedium fasciculatum 
has only 2 opposite leaves per stem. C. 
montanum has a white lip petal (Dorn 1992). 
 
Flowering/Fruiting Period: Late May to June. 
 
Distribution: Alaska to Newfoundland, south 
to Oregon, eastern North Dakota, and 
Georgia, with disjunct populations in the 
Rocky Mountains from Wyoming to New 
Mexico and Texas. In Wyoming it is known 
from the Bighorn Mountains and Black Hills 
in Big Horn, Crook, Sheridan, and Washakie 
counties. A specimen from the east slope of 

 

 
 
Above:  Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens by 
Jennifer Whipple. 
 
Below:  Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens by 
W. Fertig. 



the Wind River Range (Fremont County) has 
been attributed to this taxon, but may belong 
to var. parviflorum. 
 
Habitat: This species is found in damp, mossy 
woods, along streamsides, and in bogs at 
4000-6400 feet. 
 
Occurrences in Wyoming: Known from 12 
extant occurrences, all observed since 1979 
and 2 historical populations. Last observed in 
2004. 
 
Abundance: Population size poorly known, 
but thought to be small. 
 
Trends: Probably declining during last 
century. 
 
Protection status: One of the Black Hills 
populations occurs in the vicinity of the 
Dugout Gulch Botanical Management Area. 
One population on Bighorn National Forest is 
found within the potential Dry Fork Research 
Natural Area. All other known populations 
are found on public, state, or private lands 
managed for multiple use.  
 

 
Wyoming distribution of Cypripedium parviflorum var 
pubescens. 
 
 
Threats: Threatened by grazing at some sites 
(the plants persist, but are unable to 
reproduce by seed due to herbivory of 

flowers). Also threatened by picking by 
wildflower enthusiasts and gardeners and by 
habitat loss from development. This species 
could be vulnerable to overcollection as a 
medicinal plant. 
 
Managed Areas: Found on lands managed by 
Black Hills and Bighorn National Forests and 
on the Wind River Indian Reservation. 
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