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Overview of NEPA
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1969 NEPA Enacted by Congress

First Major Environmental Law

Evaluate Environmental Effects

Two Major Purposes



More Information on NEPA

WYDOT Environmental Services 

webpage 
http://www.dot.state.wy.us/home/engineering_technic

al_programs/environmental_services.html

FHWA Environmental Review Toolkit
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/

Code of Federal Regulations (23 CFR 

771)
https://www.ecfr.gov

http://www.dot.state.wy.us/home/engineering_technical_programs/environmental_services.html
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/index.asp
https://www.ecfr.gov/


How NEPA Affects Local Agencies



FHWA / WYDOT Memorandum Of Agreement 

(MOA): Approval of Categorical Exclusions

CE3-FHWA Approved

CE1-Batched 

CE2-WYDOT Approved



FHWA / WYDOT MOA and LPA Projects



Before You Begin the Categorical Exclusions (CE)

http://www.dot.state.wy.

us/home/engineering_tec

hnical_programs/environ

mental_services/LPA.html



Wyoming Game and Fish

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services

WYDOT Environmental Services

Agency Scoping Letters



U.S. Forest Service

Local Floodplain Coordinator

U.S. Bureau of Land Management

Natural Resources Conservation Svc.

Tribal Coordination

Local landowners

Optional Agency Scoping Letters



• Project City, State and 

County

• Description of Work

• Location of Work

• Maps or Plans Showing 

Location and Proposed 

Improvements

(the LGS Office has example letters)

What to include in Scoping Letters



Determinations of the Area of Potential Effect, 

level of cultural investigation and 

determinations of eligibility are all made by 

the lead federal agency per 36 CFR 800. 

FHWA is the lead federal agency and has 

designated WYDOT to make these 

determinations. 

Archeological and Historical



Archeological and Historical

No Potential to Affect Historic 
properties

WYDOT will send language to put in the 
CE and include both letters in the CE.

WYDOT will review the project based on the information provided in the 
scoping letter and ask “Is there a potential to affect historical properties?”

NO YES

Potential to Affect Historic 
properties

WYDOT will respond that a 
consultant will be required to 

produce a report

A consultant will be required to 
perform a Cultural or Historical 

survey and prepare a draft report.



Archeological and Historical

WYDOT will review the project based on the information provided in the 
scoping letter and ask “Is there a potential to affect historical properties?”

YES

Consultant/LPA will SEND A DRAFT report 
of their findings to WYDOT for review 

and comment.

WYDOT will make a determination and 
will consult with SHPO.

Once the SHPO concurrence letter is 
received WYDOT will send language to 
put in the CE. Include letters in the CE.



Describe any opportunities that the public has 

had to provide comments on the project. 

Include any public meetings, council meetings 

or direct landowner contact. 

WYDOT’s current Public Involvement Handbook 

can be found on the WYDOT website. 

Public Participation

http://www.dot.state.wy.us/home/news_info/public_involvement.html

http://www.dot.state.wy.us/home/news_info/public_involvement.html


LPA Categorical Exclusion Template

http://www.dot.state.wy.us/home/engineering_technical_programs/environmental_services/LPA.html

