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UARC MEETING 

 
The regular meeting of the University Amateur Radio Club will be held on Tuesday, September 2, 2003 
in the UW Engineering Building Rm. 2101 at 7:30pm.  Talk-in on 146.61 MHz repeater in case of room 
reservation malfunction.   
 

****************************************** 
 

NO MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT THIS MONTH 
 

****************************************** 
 

UARC CALENDAR 
 
Sept        2     UARC Regular Meeting – Election of new officers 
Sept    5-7      High Plains Roundup at Curt Gowdy State Park 
Sept    6-7      All Asian DX Contest, Phone 
Sept        7      DARC (Germany) 10m Digital Contest, 1100-1700Z, 28.050-28.150 
Sept 13-15     ARRL VHF QSO Party 



 

 

Sept 20-21     Classic Radio Exchange 160-10m* & 2m CW/SSB/AM 
Sept 27-28     AR QSO Party 80-10m* CW/Phone/PSK 
* Note: Contesting does not include WARC bands (30m, 17m, & 12m) 

 
****************************************** 

 
UARC MEETING MINUTES FOR May 6, 2003 

 
Call to Order:  The May meeting was called to order by President Tony KD7TA at 7:32 pm in 
room 2100 of the Engineering Building.  Introductions were made:  20 members were in 
attendance; all officers were present.  Those attending were:  Tony Arnerich KD7TA, Fred 
Crowell KS7Q, Lynn Hamblin KB7SGP, Bob Hansen WS7C, Jeff Greenwald (no call), Judy 
Sutherland K7JMS, Wayne Sutherland NQ7Q, Paul Pheneger W7MO, Jerry Tastad N7JT, Jim 
Johnson KD7KMU, Brent Gurnsey KC0FUP, David Rush KY7DR, Doug Wheeler KD7W, Bill 
Wright AF7E, Bob Hewitt KK7HP, Bill Frazier N7SXC, Barry Mather KB7VQV, Mac 
McDonald WB7K and Suzanne Luhr AA7AY. 
 
Minutes of the Last Meeting:  Doug KD7W moved to approve the minutes of the April 
meeting.  The motion was seconded, and all approved. 
 
Reports:  Treasurers Report-Brent KC0FUP gave the treasurer’s report: 

Bills paid:  Phone bill: $2173. 
Bills due:  Brent KC0FUP moved to pay Wayne NQ7Q $1000 for antenna materials used to 

repair the antenna at the Union last month.  It was seconded, and all approved. 
Regular account balance: $35040.    
Maintenance fund balance: $75000. 
 

Old Business:  KB7Z donated a battery to the club.  It’s a 4-year old commercial grade battery, 
and Jerry N7JT will test it before installing it.  Brent KC0FUP says the charger is fine. 
 
Report on the tower party.  Wayne NQ7Q and Brent KC0FUP got to have all the fun climbing 
the towers and cutting down and replacing the old delta loop.  All the other old stuff up there 
seems to be holding up well, and aside from nearly beaning Doug KD7W with the old line as it 
came down, it all went well.  Others cleaned out the storage area, and we just enjoyed the 
company and the view! 
 
Communications:  Brent KC0FUP checked the mail and passed on that the Wyoming State 
Hamfest is coming up the weekend of May 23-25.  Jerry N7JT commented it had been 15 years 
since Laramie hosted the State Hamfest.  Also in the mail was the paperwork for renewing our 
non-profit status with the Secretary of State. 
 
Announcements:  Mac WB7K announced the next ARES meeting at 7:30 pm, Tuesday May 13, 
in Jerry’s N7JT lab in the Physical Sciences building. 
There will be a “Weather Spotter Training Class” Friday, May 23, 7-9 pm at Fire Station #2, 



 

 

sponsored by the National Weather Service.  Contact Janice Gahagan, 745-5505 to reserve a 
spot. 
 
ARRL-Hamcon will be taking place in Estes Park, CO, May 30-June 1. 
 
Tony KD7TA brought up the two bike races the club helped with last year.  The MS-150 will be 
out of Cheyenne this year so we won’t be working that one.  And the Dead Dog Classic happens 
to be the same day as Field Day.  Contact Tony if you want to volunteer for this race. 
 
Bill AF7E mentioned that he is looking for mid-‘80’s call books.  Bob Hewitt maybe has some? 
 
The Code of the West newsletter is looking for a new editor.  Bill AF7E and Wayne NQ7Q 
started the COTW at least 15 years ago, and are thinking it’s time to hear someone else’s opinion 
for a change. 
 
No new VEC ‘chairperson’ yet.  Can you blame people?  Look what happened to Wayne NQ7Q 
and Bill AF7E with COTW! 
 
Field Day news:  Paul W7MO will supply the logging computers. That’s it for F. D. news!  
There will be a Field Day meeting on Tuesday, June 3, and then we’ll have more Field Day 
news. 
 
Drawing:  Bill AF7E declined.  Did KS7Q get selected and decline too?  Mac WB7K ultimately 
got the last subscription to World Radio. 
  
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 pm.   
 

That’s all folks! 
Suzanne AA7AY 

 
****************************************** 

 
LOCAL HAMS AND ARES ASSIST SHERIFF’S OFFICE IN SEARCH 

 
ARES members and local amateur operators provided communication assistance to the Albany 
County Sheriff’s Department in searches west of Vedauwoo on August 2nd and 3rd.  ARES 
members, sheriff’s deputies, anthropologists and volunteers searched on foot in teams of 6 to 8 in 
ongoing efforts focused on the area due to previous finds. 
 
Local ARES members and HAMS have been assisting the Sheriff’s Department to provide 
backup communication between field search groups and the base of operations established just 
west of the Vedauwoo Rec Area road on county road 475. These searches provide an opportunity 
to test the readiness of ARES and local HAMS in a foot search situation where large areas need 
to be covered in detail. 



 

 

 
Local Amateur Radio operators participating Saturday and Sunday August 2nd and 3rd included 
ARES EC Rhett ND70, Admin EC Bill AF7E, Brent KC0FUP, Jerry N7JT, Doris KD7RQX, 
Suzanne AA7AY, Jerry KD7CTP, John KD7NAE, Dick KD7FHE, Steve WL7CMA, Doug 
KD7W and Fred KS7Q. 
 
Dog teams from Rescue International assisted the groups on Sunday with more detailed 
examination of particular areas. The highly trained dogs and owner-trainers travel all over the 
country. The Rescue International dogs and their proud owners had successfully located 
gravesites in Colorado the day before dating from the early 1800s. 
 
Activities concluded early Sunday afternoon before cooling thunderstorms moved through the 
area. Hams utilized 146.580 Mhz simplex on handhelds with the foot teams while two vehicle 
based rigs manned by Steve and Dick relayed to EC Rhett at the base location. Bill AF7E 
coordinated activities with Neil and John of the Albany County  Sheriff’s department at the base. 
Sheriff’s Deputies in charge of each team utilized their HT rigs in “talkabout” simplex mode to 
maintain contact with other law enforcement officers and vehicles. 
 
Limitations of 2 meter communications over rough terrain were apparent, but contact with the 
operations base was maintained at all times with the help of vehicle-based relays Dick KD7FHE 
and Steve WL7CMA. Field teams checked in with Rhett or Bill at base every half hour while in 
the field. Radio-requested assistance was provided to one team who became disoriented in 
relation to their vehicles near the end of Saturday morning’s hike. Sheriff’s Deputies 
accompanied by Doris KD7RQX and Suzanne AA7AY were dispatched to the team’s vehicles 
where they operated sirens to provide an audible beacon for direction finding. The team had no 
difficulty hearing and moving to their starting point. 
 
Doris enjoyed operating the sirens. Suzanne used her motorcycle and Deputy Neil used a 4-
wheeler to traverse the two-track which defined the southern boundary for the team’s morning 
search. The team had crossed south of this line where the track became overgrown and circled 
back south of where they intended to be. Team members did not have a GPS in the group and 
agreed that this tool should be a part of each team’s gear in the future. 
 
ARES and other volunteers may be called on again to engage in non-emergency searches or 
other activities. Events of this kind provide an opportunity to test equipment, methods and 
preparedness and build a good working relationship between all the agencies and individuals 
involved. The Sheriff’s Department appreciates the assistance provided and has learned more 
about the capabilities of ARES, HAMs, and other volunteers. Many enjoyed the search as an 
opportunity to spend some time out doors afoot using handheld radios and GPS receivers to 
coordinate group activities. The lessons learned will provide for more effective operations in the 
future. 
TNX to all those who were able to assist and enjoy some time in the very beautiful Medicine 
Bow National Forest-Vedauwoo area east of Laramie.   
 



 

 

John KD7NAE      
 

****************************************** 
 

FIELD DAY 2003 
 

UARC Field Day was held last June at our familiar meadow near Fox Park in the Medicine Bow 
Mountains. Attendance was lower this year than in some previous years, but the mosquitoes were 
also lower in number. The weather and food (two of the most critical elements of Field Day) 
were excellent! We operated two stations, CW and SSB. Paul W7MO carried the torch for the 
CW station, while Laura KD7KMT lead the SSB charge to complete more contacts than were 
made on CW.  

 
****************************************** 

 
HIGH PLAINS ROUNDUP 

 
This year’s High Plains Roundup (Sept. 5-7) will be held at a new location, Curt Gowdy State 
Park, about 11 miles east along the Happy Jack Road from the turnoff to our old Yellow Pine 
site. Problems with the USFS (they don’t have an appreciation for swapping and trading gear ‘on 
government property’) prompted the change. We hope the new site will turn out to be acceptable. 
 
The UARC has reserved “Camp Russell” group shelter for Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. There 
are 9 associated camp sites with picnic tables near the shelter that are allocated on a first-come 
basis, so we will encourage a few early campers to show up on Friday morning. Park personnel 
do not expect many people in the area that weekend, but others may also camp in that area. 
Hopefully we will get a sign up that says High Plains Roundup to post at the Camp Russell sign. 
The camp sites are large enough to hold two or more RVs each, and I was informed that we can 
park vehicles on the grass outside of the camp sites if we want to keep everyone in the same area. 
For those who want, there are quite a few other camp sites in other areas of Curt Gowdy state 
Park. 
 
Daily use fees are $2.00/vehicle for WY residents, $4.00 for non-WY residents. Overnight 
camping fees per night are $6.00/vehicle for WY residents, $12.00 for non-WY residents. Your 
daily use fee is included in the camping fee. We may ask for a small donation to defray the 
UARC’s cost of reserving the Camp Russell shelter. We also may come up with some door 
prizes. 
 
General schedule for the High Plains Roundup will be as follows: 
 Friday –  Arrival, setup, socializing 
 Saturday –  8:00 to ?  Tailgate swap meet & socializing 
   12:00   Chile cookoff and potluck dinner 
   Afternoon & evening – more swapping, visiting, & eating 

Sunday -  8;00   Potluck breakfast & coffee 



 

 

 
A late note was brought to my attention: Milton M. Sebelik N0FHS in Colorado has apparently 
organized a schedule and activities for the High Plains Roundup, however, I have not yet 
received that information. As such, the above schedule is flexible, and we expect some changes 
and possible additions to the activities listed above.  
 
     Hope to see you there, 
     Wayne NQ7Q 
 

****************************************** 
 

EDITOR’S REMARKS 
 
Hail and Farewell 

 
With this issue you are reading the last editorial by your editors.  We started the Code of the 
West in October 1987; it seems like a long time ago and it is!  With a few interludes we put this 
newsletter together year after year, and it will seem strange not to be doing it again.   
 
The COTW has been the mouthpiece of the U.A.R.C. and we are sure it will continue to be so.  
We want to take this last opportunity to remind you readers that the newsletter is not the editor’s 
paper but that of the club members.  Be sure to support John KD7NAE in his endeavor as the 
new COTW editor.  Always remember that there is a tendency for members to sit back and say 
that the U.A.R.C. is doing fine.  However, it cannot do well or even survive without member 
participation.  This means that, not just helping out, but initiating ideas and projects.  The COTW 
is a vehicle to get the word out on these ideas and projects, in light of this, the COTW needs your 
articles!  
 
Finally, we appreciate the members of the U.A.R.C. looking favorably upon our efforts of the 
past years, and we intend to continue our support of the U.A.R.C. and the COTW.  See you at the 
next meeting. 
 
      73, Wayne NQ7Q & Bill AF7E 
 

****************************************** 
 
“The more the ignorance, the better the slave, and when the bondman becomes possessed of 
intelligence, his oppressor will tell you that the devil is in him. Give freedom to [the] mind and 
you will not easily put chains upon the body.” 
- Edmund Fairfield, President of Hillsdale College, Michigan, July 4, 1853 
 
        qtx  


