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UARC MEETING 

 
The regular meeting of the University Amateur Radio Club will be held on Tuesday, February 4, 
2002 in the UW Engineering Building Rm. 2101 at 7:30pm.  Talk-in on 146.61 MHz repeater in case 
of room reservation malfunction.   
 

****************************************** 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
By the time you read this I'll have been in Egypt for the first of three weeks of a business trip. The 
agenda is to install water quality-sensing probes at several locations around Lake Nasser in the 
Southeast corner of the country. They are all to be connected in a radio network to an office in the 
city of Aswan. It's shaping up to be a pretty sizable job because I'm the only one traveling, yet the 
site-to-site link distances are up to 40 miles. I've already range tested the radios in the Laramie area 
with Lynn KB7SGP's able assistance, in which a simulated 310 miles was the limit of reliable 
operation. But then that was over a perfect line-of-sight 7 mile path and using uncalibrated 
attenuators to simulate the path loss. I don't forget that the proof of the pudding is in the eating. 
There's an interesting law in Egypt that states that when any foreigners travel in for business, their 



 

 

Egyptian customer has the right to complain to the government about not receiving satisfaction in 
the business dealings. One possible result is detainment until such time that things get straightened 
out. So that makes things more interesting. 
 
What's also interesting are the political developments going on in Iraq surrounding the UN weapons 
inspections, plus all the concentrations of US troops in the Mid East. I'm setting up a support 
network of information channels to keep me updated on any outbreaks of hostilities to give me my 
best chances to pull out in a hurry should things get ugly. Besides email and phone I'll also be taking 
a short-wave radio and a huge list of English language broadcasts directed towards the Middle East 
and Africa from various sources around the world. 
 
I just completed my list of things to pack and it's a little scary how long it is. The greatest danger I'll 
face may be that I'll overload the plane! There will be quite a lot of weight in tools so I'm going to 
have to be rather sparing in my personal items. There are a lot of sacrifices like selecting my camera 
equipment according to compactness instead of flexibility or ruggedness. The giant binoculars for 
reacquainting myself with what's visible in the sky from 23 degrees N won't be coming along either. 
They'd probably be mistaken for spy gear anyway. I didn't skimp on insect repellent but there isn't a 
drop of crocodile repellent to be found in Laramie. 
 
Temporary ham operating permits are not available to visiting foreigners in Egypt. Too bad, that 
could have been fun. 
 
Thanks in advance to Suzanne AA7AY and Brent KC0FUP for assuming the reins of power (!) in 
my absence. I figure I ought to have material for a couple of programs for club meetings when I 
return. 
 
       73,  KD7TA Tony 
        

****************************************** 
 

UARC CALENDAR 
 
Feb       1-2   10-10 Winter (10m) SSB Contest 
Feb          2   N. Am. Sprint, 80m, 40m, 20m SSB 
Feb       2-3   Classic Exchange 160-10m* CW & Phone, 2000-0600 UTC 
Feb          4   UARC Regular Meeting 
Feb       8-9   CQ WW RTTY WPX 80-10m* 
Feb          9    N. Am. Sprint, 80m, 40m, 20m CW 
Feb  15-17     N. Am. Sprint, 80m, 40m, 20m SSB 
Feb        16    Brighton, CO Hamfest 9am-2pm Adams Co. Fairgrounds 
Feb   21-23    CQ WW 160m SSB Contest 
Feb        22    Bismark, ND Hamfest (see Feb. Worldradio, p.50) 
Feb        22    FYBO Winter QRP Field Day 160-10m* CW, 1600-2400 UTC,  
Mar      1-2     ARRL International DX 160-10m* SSB 



 

 

Mar         4     UARC Regular Meeting 
Mar          8     W. Fargo, ND Hamfest, Fairgrounds, Red River Radio Amateurs 
Mar          9     N. Am. Sprint, 80m, 40m, 20m RTTY 
Apr        26     ARRL Sanctioned Ham Fest, Idaho Falls, Idaho 
May 30 – June 1   ARRL 2003 Rocky Mtn Division Hamfest, Estes Park, CO 
* Note: Contesting does not include WARC bands (30m, 17m, & 12m) 

 
****************************************** 

 
UARC MEETING MINUTES FOR JANUARY 7, 2003 

 
Call to Order:  The January meeting was called to order by President Tony KD7TA at 7:30 
pm in room 2101 of the Engineering Building.  Introductions were made:  14 members and a 
guest were in attendance.  Those present were:  Tony Arnerich KD7TA, Suzanne Luhr 
AA7AY, Rhett Downing ND70, Rick Damiani KD7TVV, Bob Hansen WS7C, Jerry Tastad 
N7JT, David Rush KY0DR, Travis Palmer (no call), Brent Gurnsey KC0FUP, William 
Wright AF7E, Doug Wheeler KD7W, William Frazier N7SXC, Wayne Sutherland NQ7Q 
and Bob Kubichek N7CII. 
 
 
Minutes of the Last Meeting:  Rhett ND7O and Bill AF7E simultaneously moved to 
approve the minutes from the December meeting.  The motion was seconded, and all 
approved. 
 
Reports: 
Treasurers Report - Brent KC0FUP gave the treasurer’s report: 

Bills paid:  to Tony KD7TA:  $6500 for World Radio subscriptions; to Fred KS7Q: $5000 
for tower; to Forest Service: $8853 for Yellowpine ‘rental’; Phone bill: $2173. 

Regular account balance: $36732. 
Maintenance fund balance: $75000. 
Total account balance:   $1,11732. 

 
VEC - The results of the VE exam on Sunday December 8th were 2 new hams and one 
upgrade. Congratulations! 

 
COTW - That moose turd pie is great!  Keep it comin’ guys!  And that’s all I have to say 
about that! 
 
Old Business:  Brent KC0FUP says the club room in the union is back to the way it was 
before the mix-up with the custodians, keys and locks.  We have access again.  Tony KD7TA 
will write a letter to the campus police letting them know what we’re up so they have it on 
record. 
 
Brent KC0FUP and Doug KD7W will organize a ‘spring clean-up’ of the repeater and 



 

 

equipment, with Jim Petty’s help. It was noted that a ground on the tower is needed. 
 
Tony KD7TA said he’d find out whether the club can send overseas QSL cards through the 
QSL bureau. (An update on that says yes, we can. According to Mary Williams:  “The QSL 
bureau can be used by any ARRL member (i.e., designee, on behalf of the club), to QSL non-
US contacts only. Within the US, there is no bureau. There should be more details on the 
ARRL website, and I think, in QST.”)   
 
Tony needed a final count on club members, and Brent KC0FUP came up with 38 members 
before the meeting was over. 
 
Tony KD7TA brought up the PLT tone and Rhett ND70 immediately moved to table the 
discussion.  Makes my job easy! 
 
Wayne NQ7Q checked with Kurt Gowdy Park headquarters on the Yellowpine issue and it 
was closed.  He will continue to pursue this. 
 
New Business:  Bill AF7E needs the log from Field Day so he can respond.  Someone asked 
about QSL cards, and he had received 1 card. 
 
Announcements:  Tony is going to Egypt so will be gone for the next meeting. 
 
Drawing:  David Rush KY0DR, congratulations!  You’ve won a years’ subscription to 
World Radio, if they ever come!  Sorry Bob, you had your 15 minutes!  You aint the man no 
more! 
  
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 pm.   
 
Program:  The program, such as it was, was myself AA7AY pointing out why Wyoming’s 
animal cruelty laws should provide a felony option; how 38 states and DC are ahead of us in 
this (why am I not surprised?!); and how cruelty to animals and child abuse are proven to be 
connected.  I passed around petitions to sign in support of the Dexter Bill, to be presented at 
the upcoming legislative session. This bill was named after Dexter the basset hound so 
brutally mutilated and burned in Torrington 2 years ago, in a mans attempt to get even with 
his girlfriend. He could only be prosecuted for a misdemeanor under our current laws. This is 
not an isolated case, and it’s time we got Wyoming’s laws up to speed. So, thanks everybody 
for your help! 

See you soon! 
Suzanne AA7AY 

 
****************************************** 

 
ARRL 2003 ROCKY MOUNTAIN DIVISION CONVENTION, ESTES PARK, CO 

MAY 30 - JUNE 1, 2003 



 

 

 
Make plans to attend the ARRL Rocky Mountain Division Convention at the Holiday Inn & 
Estes Park Conference Center, May 30th through June 1st, 2003. The Conference Center is 
located 70 miles from Denver International Airport and only 5 miles from the entrance to 
Rocky Mountain National Park. There are many shops and scenic tours within walking 
distance of the Conference Center and the KOA RV park is ½ mile away. Discounted 
lodging rates are available at the Holiday Inn that will be honored 3 days before and 3 days 
after the convention dates. This is a great opportunity for you to attend 
a great convention and experience the beauty of Colorado! 
 
This is not just another hamfest!!  This is a major divisional convention featuring a large 
variety of interests within Amateur Radio. This is the largest Amateur Radio event of the 
year within Colorado and the Rocky Mountain division. Many high profile personalities plan 
to attend this convention. The Friday night Keynote Address will feature ARRL President 
Jim Haynie, W5JBP. The Saturday noon ladies luncheon will host YLRL District 10 
Representative Cheryl Muhr, NØWBV.  At the Saturday night banquet, we will hear from 
FCC Special Counsel for Enforcement Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH. The Sunday morning 
DX/Contest breakfast will feature ARRL Customer Services Manager 
and CQ DX Hall of Fame member Wayne Mills, N7NG; ARRL DXAC-SE and CQ DX Hall 
of Fame member Bob Allphin, K4UEE; and world-class contestor Rick Dougherty, 
NQ4I. There are many excellent technical talks and forums planned including AMSAT, 
Colorado A.R.E.S., Array Solutions, Beginning Contesting, Choosing a QTH for DXing & 
Contesting, Colorado Search & Rescue, Digital Modes, Edge of Space Sciences, Internet 
Radio Linking Project, South Pole Amateur station KC4AAA, The Future of Amateur Radio: 
BARC Juniors, Colorado Legislative Issues, Microwave, the National Traffic System, QRP 
Contesting,  VHF/UHF on the Front Range, and more. There will also be a CW receiving 
contest, a QLF contest, a foxhunt, DXCC Card Checking and a Wouff Hong ceremony. 
 
Don't miss this one! Book your hotel reservations now by calling 1-800-803-7837 or visit the 
Holiday Inn website at www.rockymountainparkinn.com   For RV Campground reservations 
call 1-800-562-1887 or visit www.koa.com/where/co/06113.htm.  
Website:  www.hamconcolorado.org 
       KF7MC, Mary 
 

****************************************** 
 

ARRL SANCTIONED HAM FEST IN IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO 
 
The Eastern Idaho UHF Society (EIUHFS) in conjunction with the Eagle Rock Amateur 
Radio Club will be hosting an ARRL Sanctioned Ham Fest in Idaho Falls, Idaho on Saturday 
April 26, 2003. 
  
Beginning list of Door Prizes with more to come: -Kenwood TH-D7A(G) Dual Band HT;  
Yaesu VX-150 VHF HT; and "more" goodies coming. Visit web site for updates!!!!        



 

 

http://mycable.cableone.net/wa4vrv/hamfest.htm. CONTACT: Jay C. Greenberg Hamfest 
Chairman,  wa4vrv@arrl.net, (208) 524-1388 (H) 
       73, Tony KD7TA 
 

****************************************** 
 

WAYNE M. SUTHERLAND (NQ7Q) and JUDY M. SUTHERLAND (K7JMS) 
AUTHORS OF NEW NOVEL ― YELLOWSTONE FAREWELL 

 
Ham radio operators Wayne and Judy Sutherland recently completed their first work of 
fiction. Yellowstone Farewell centers on the geology of Wyoming as main character, Sam 
Westone, tries to unravel a puzzle concerning unusual geologic activity. Inspiration for the 
story came from the authors’ years of exploring the backcountry of Wyoming together, along 
with Wayne’s extensive work as a Wyoming geologist. Ham radio is used and depicted 
throughout the tale of Yellowstone Farewell.  
 
Wayne and Judy are members of the University Amateur Radio Club in Laramie, Wyoming. 
Both have participated in a variety of amateur radio activities, including ARES and RACES, 
and have helped supply communications for horse, bicycle, and foot race events. Judy was 
first licensed in North Dakota in 1968 as WNOUYQ and now holds a general class license 
with the call K7JMS. Wayne was first licensed in 1980 in Buffalo, Wyoming as KA7HBS 
and upgraded to extra class in 1984, changing his call to NQ7Q in 1985.  
 
Wayne is a geologist who has worked for private companies and government agencies in 
Wyoming, Montana and Utah. He has held contracts with the Wyoming Geological Survey 
in recent years, mapping and exploring for diamonds and metals deposits. Wayne has co-
authored several technical publications, including Caves of Wyoming and Gemstones and 
Other Unique Minerals and Rocks of Wyoming.  
 
Yellowstone Farewell – Geologic fiction by Wayne M. & Judy M. Sutherland. 
Content is appropriate for all readers. 
344 pages, wt = 19.4 oz (550 grams), 6” x 9” x 7/8” soft cover (ISBN 0-9723999-0-9), 
perfect bound. First Printing, Copyright © 2003, by Wayne M. and Judy M. Sutherland. 
Published by Spur Ridge Enterprises, P.O. Box 1719, Laramie, WY 82073. Price $18.00 
(plus $4.00 S & H for mail orders, Wyoming residents pay county sales tax). Check with 
your local bookstore or visit website at: www.yellowstonefarewell.com.  
 
 

****************************************** 
 

SECOND DUCIE DXPEDITION SET FOR MARCH 
 
The second DXpedition to the newest DXCC entity, Ducie Island, is expected to take place 
in March, according to an announcement this week. Ducie Island DXpedition leader Yuichi 



 

 

Yoshida, JR2KDN, reports he will depart from Narita, Japan, on March 3 heading for Tahiti, 
French Polynesia, and then on to Gambier Island. Presumably this is where the vessel 
Braveheart will meet up with the DXpedition team members. They expect to arrive at 
Pitcairn Island to pick up the remaining team members on March 5 and then head for Ducie 
Island. Plans are to begin operations March 8 from VP6DI2 (yes, that's a "2" at the end of 
that call sign) and continue about a week. The operator list includes Dieter, DJ9ON; Hans, 
DK9KX; Philippe, FO3BM; Hiro, JA1SLS; Yuichi, JR2KDN; Doug, N6TQS; Dave, 
VP6DB; Mike, VP6AZ; and Meralda, VP6MW. Activity is being planned for 6 through 160 
meters on CW, SSB, RTTY and AO-40. QSL via JR2KDN (bureau or direct). Pilot stations 
for this DXpedition are JE2EHP, DJ8NK and WA2MOE. The initial Ducie Island 
DXpedition in March of 2002 racked up some 50,000 contacts. A 2.5-square-mile Pacific 
atoll, Ducie was approved for DXCC credit in November 2001. 
--The Daily DX <http://www.dailydx.com> 
 
    The ARRL Letter, Vol. 22, No. 03, January 17, 2003 
 

****************************************** 
 

EDITORS’ NOTES 
 
Spring must be in the air in Laramie; or maybe we just never had any winter to speak of. 
January temperatures in the 40s and 50s probably should have been spent on antenna projects 
rather than indoors. I saw my first mosquito for the season on Jan. 25th! Hopefully that’s not 
an omen. But if we don’t get any more moisture than we have so far, we’re headed for 
another failure of the mosquito crop. I hear that electromagnetic radiation can breakdown 
molecules in the atmosphere to create ozone. I also hear that mosquitos are attracted to 
ozone. The thought then comes to mind that if we transmit a lot, particularly at higher power 
levels, we might attract mosquitos near our antennas. If we could then just figure out the best 
way to round them up and take them to market, the old mosquito ranch might just stay ahead 
of the foreclosure sign. The only fly in the ointment, so to speak, is the possibility of West 
Nile Virus…if any of our herd shows a sign of it, the whole crop gets destroyed. With HF 
propagation the way it’s been, the crop might be small anyway. I think I did hear, however, 
that the lower bands are startin’ to pick up just a bit.  
 
Now all this rationalization might just sound like an excuse to DX and ragchew. But we now 
think we have an extra economic incentive to work all bands until they fade! 
 
      73, Wayne NQ7Q & Bill AF7E 
 

****************************************** 
 
“No person was ever honored for what he received. Honor has been the reward for what he 
gave.” - Calvin Coolidge 
        qtx  


