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1261 
John T. Williams 
Papers, 18"/0-19,'8 
1.1:> cubic ft. (3 boxes) 

Diaries and personal histories 
]<'rontior Army 
Indians of North America 
Law 
Sheep induslry 
Voyages and travel 
Wyoming history, to 1889 
Wyominq history, 1890-1918 
Wyoming history, 1919-194'1 
Wyoming politics and government 

Collection consisls of photocopies. 'l'ranscr.i.pts are available, for 
holoqraphic materia 1 s. 

Williams (d. 1914) was born in I-lope, Indiana around 1857 and ca.mo 
to Wyoming in 1874. lle was elected sherif_[ of Conversu Collnty, 
Wyominq i.n 1888 and .~erved unti.1 1908. From 1901-1'907 he served in 
the Wyoming State Leqi.~laturc tor Converse C:ollnty. Williams also 
operated the ,John T. Williams Sheep Company of Dollq]as, Wyominq, which 
ho established arollnd 1904. W.i.lliams was a long-Lime friend oI cattle 
ranger W]Jlia.'ll C. Irvine. 

Irvine was born in Carlisle, Pennsylvania in 1852 and moved near 
Oqa l lala, Nebraska, Lo work on a cattle ranch in 1873. Irvine 
estabLi.~hed his own ranch near ForL Fett.el'.1Uan in Converse County, 
Wyoming in 1876 and so.ld his caltle i.n 188~ to return Lo Pennsylvania. 

In 1886 he returned to Wyoming Lo serve as genearal manager of the 
Ogallala Land and Cattle Company, which wa.s headquartered ,:,t Ross, 
Wyoming, in Converse County. Irvi.ne 1-1us an active member oI the 
Wyoming SLock Growers Assor-iation, serving as president irom 1896-1911 
and trea.surer lrom 1912-1'12~. lrvine was also elected to tho Wyoming 
State Legislature .in 1913-1915 and also served as stale treasurer .Crom 
1903-1905. flea died .i.n 1'1;>4. 

Co.llection consists mainly of Williams' correspondence, much of 
it with Wi.lliam C. Irvine, discussing poliL.ics and catllo managemenL. · 
Collfar-tion incllldes correspondence from 1904-1910 (transcripts also 

available,); a minute book tor the John T. Williams :Jheep Company 
(l.904-1928); '1 1907 lutters from his brother Alfred J. Williams while 
in Chile; correspondence and other items relaLinq to his work as 
sheriff of Conversu County (1890-1907) and the Running Dutchman Ditr-h 
(1907-1913) and other ra11chin9 ar-tiviLius (1896-1914); and 
m.iscellaneous other materials (18fl3-1908). 

Collection also contai.ns Urn transcript of an 18'/0 diary lor 
William Irvine describing a wagon train trip in Oklahoma Territory and 
Kansas and t.he skirmishes beLween Indians and Ruffalo Soldiers. 


