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John T. Williams

Papers, 1870-192§

1.15 cubic ft. {3 boxes}

Diaries and personal histories
Fronticr Army

Indians of North America

Law

Sheep industry

Vovages and travoel

Wyoming history, to 1889
Wyoming history, 1890-1918
Wyoming history, 1919%-1945
Wyoming politics and government

Collectlon consisls of photocopies. 'Yranscripts are available for
holographic materials.

Williams (d. 1914} was born in Hope, Indiana around 1857 and camo
to Wyeoming in 1874, lte was elected sherifl of Conversc County,
Wyoming in 1888 and served until 1908. From 1301-1987 he scrved in
the Wywring State Legislature for Converse County. Williams also
operated the John T. Williams Sheep Company of Douglas, Wyoming, which
ho established around 1804, Williams was a long-Lime friend of cattle
ranger William C. Irvine,

Irvine was born in Carlisle, Pennsylvania in 1852 and moved near
Ogallala, HNebraska, Lo work on a cattle ranch in 1873. Trvine
established his own ranch near Fort Fetterman in Conversoc County,
Wyoming in 1876 and sold his cabtle in 1884 to return to Pannaylvania.

In 1886 he returned to Wyoming ko serve as general manager of the
Ogaliala Land and Cattle Company, which was headguartered at Ross,

Wyoming, in Converse County. Irvine waz an active member of Ehe
Wyoming Stock Growers Association, serving as president from 1896-1811
and treasurer from 19%12-19%24. Jlrvine was also elocted to the Wyoming

State Legislature in 1313-191% and also served as stabe treasurer From
1903-1%05. He died in 1424,

Collectlon consists mainly of Williams' correspondence, mich of
it with Witliam C. Irvine, discussing politics and cattle managenent . -
Cellection includes correspondence from 1904-3910 {transcripts also
avallable); a minute book for the Joha 7. Williams Sheep Company
{18G4-1828}; 5 1907 letters from his brother Alfred J. Williams while
in Chile; c¢orrespondence and other items reialing . to his waork as
sherifl of Converse County {(1890-1907% and the Fuanning Butchman Ditch
(1907-1913) and other ranching actlivilios (1896-1814%; aind
miscellaneous othor materials (1883-1908).

Collection also contains the transcript of an 1870 diary for
William frvine describing a wagon train trip in Oklahoma Territory and
Kansas and the skirmishes belween Indians and Puffalo Sotdiers.




