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UW Medallion S_erviie Award Recipients
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When Pever M. Johnson (B.5. '72) and Paula

Green Johnson (B.5, 72) launched the Perer

M. and Paula Green Johnson Career Cenrer
at the University of Wyoming College of
Business, ehey were erying ro solve a basic
proflem: how to help students ger jobs in
the areas they'd trained for ac LW Their
answer o this fundamental (UICSLLON 152
kev reason they are co-recipients of the LW
Medallion Service Award bor 2004,

Peeer Johnson explains the idea of
the cencer starced in 2004, when he
served as the first execurive in residence
at the college. He'd been asked te draw
an his expercise as president of Sinclaic

Ol Corp.s oil division 1o speak o

students. He taught several sessions one

day in April, where he expecred most
senior-level scudents he was addressing
ro have already obrained jobs chey'd
commence upon graduacion, 1 prepared
my thoughes primarily around how you
succceded in a career, not how vou get a
career, he says, 5o Johnson was surprised
when he asked students how many had
U llT'_'d I..tll.'u' I-ll.'ll. I.‘[ UJ“.'&-\H?“U.I :".'I:l! ill'ld
almost no hands went up, OF the few
whao did raise their hands, the typical
l.':q.]:-l.l:lil‘.ll.l:l wias that I.J'.l.':.' WETS returning
ro their home towns o work ar the
family business, Johnson recalls,

That was not good enough, he says. "1
students are going to college in a program
thar prepares therm for a '-]'.-c'riri-.' career, like
engineering, law, business, ete, UW hasn't
fimished the job uncil chey provide adequare
assistance finding a job in char feld.”

In 2007 the couple donated $1 millicn
o endow the Perer M. and Paula Green
Johnson Career Cenrer ac the LW
College of Business, The center assists
business seudents wich comprehensive
carcer planning services thar starc ar che

bepinning of o student’s college journey,

Paula Green Johnson alse shares a deep
passion for the journey of college students,
bt comes ar it from a slighty different
angle, She graduared from LI with a
degree in speech pachology and andiology.
She wound up m;l.Lin;_.; in a different field,
but now dedicares her energy o velunzeer
service with numerous GrgAnizarions, She
1% I.'u.l |.|.L|.|Il| I"-' ke r'_':"hl.f_'l.l il'l f.'lll.l.l!.:"“ ol u'.l."
women and girls, and working for
racial justice.

Shve says she was ralsed e believe she could
accomplish anything in life she wanted, Then
she learned that the word “works differently”
She recalls a dme when wormen weren't
admirmed inte [vy League schools, but now
the y are Ui thie incernational soene, 5o e
wormen can't have an educatson,” she says, “In
Migeria right now, they are gerting kidnapped
if they try”

Both Peter Johnson and Paula Green
Johnsen are passionare abour giving
back ro LW, She says, *We say to our
scholacship recipients, "You get chis
IE-I.I.I'I-\..E.II'I':{. Whart 1 eXpECE from vou, when
you are at our station in life, is thac ic’ll be

your turn o give back!
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