John D. “Dave” Bonner

Medallion Service Award Winner

Medallion Service Award recipient
[rave Bonner (B.5. '62, journalism)
has spenr his life in service to his
beloved Wiroming,.

For more than &0 vears, Bonner
has been building community and
Weming's fumure through his work as
a Poewell Trifnene journalist, edivor and
publisher, his many volunteer hours
supporting the University of Wyoming
and his service mo organizations
throughour the stare.

“The newspaper plays a role in
making a community a beteer place
to live.” Bonner says. “We believe if
vou take care of the communicy, the
community will eke care of you. If you
work hard for vour communicy and
make it a betrer place, vou improve

Wryoming Cowboys vs. Nevada

Friday, Oct. 21: Alumni & Friends Garthering - Reno, Nev,
- Silver Peak Grill & Taproom (Downtown) from 5:30 pm, -
7o M pane. @ 135 N, Sderra 5e., Reno, NY 88501

righs along with your commumicy.”

Bonner began his journalism career in
high school covering sporcs for the Perel!
Triforee. The Wyoming Press Asociaon
awarded him a scholarship o U
and so he decided ro pursue journalism
as a career. Ar LW, he worked for che
Briending froo student neswspaper, firse
a5 4 reporter, then as sports reporter and
then as editor of the paper,

“Tgoea wonderful education” Bonnser
says. *In the journalism deparmment, vou
learn oo be 8 commiunicy newspaperman,
I learned how to dio tv‘LT:rtJ'li.Tkg—ﬁ'l:llh
writing the stories 1o taking the picrures
to actually printing the newspaper, That's
where 1 learned to do whae T love go do.”

Upoen graduation in 1962, he
worked for & vear ac the Biverron
Hanger behare retuTTLng with his wife,
Diane, vo the Powell Tribuse. He's been
there ever since,

Bonner credits much of the Titburet
success to his very capable staff, many of
them LI'W-trained joumnalism graduares:
“The m}'gﬁ'ﬂw qu.-.fl!"ﬁfﬁunrim'tjlm
myy stoey. Wonderful, wonderful people
whio have been kev to our success, Whar a
joy ie% been toowork alnungsid: them”

Bonier has served his beloved alma
myater for many vears. He has spent

coundess hours as a member of the LW

Board of Trustees, LW Foundagion
Board, the UNW Publicarions Board, the
L'Wyo Magazine advisory commirmes
and the U Alumni Associagion Boand,
serving as president of the erostees, He
was also direcror of the Cowboy Joe Club
and the Wyoming Sports Hall of Fame.

*I love the University of Wiyoming,”
Bonner says, " We are a University
of Wyoming family. | have five
sthlings. We all graduated from che
University of Wyoming. My three
kids and my wife are all Universicy of
Wioming graduates. We believe in the
university—we kove the place”

Bonner also loves the Pokes and tries
to miake cvery game, though it a day's
drive each way. The Bonners are season
ticket holders, His children Brad, Shelby
and Tl.'nh}' wrote, “We know he loves us
deeply, bur we like to joke abour how the
Cowhaovs are his favorine!”

The Medallion Service Award,
founded in 1968, recognizes outstanding
service and dedicaion o the universicy, I
is only awarded when merited.

“Lam just chrilled and amazed
and surprised and humbled 1o win
the Medallion Service Award From
the Universiry of Wioming, It has
rremendous meaning for me,

Bonner says.
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