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UW recognizes four outstanding 
alums during HomecomitJ,g 1991 

Board finds no violation 
UW News Service -A UW Civil 

Rights Review Board ruled last month 
that the director and associate director of 
the UW Student Educational Opportu­
•nity (SEO) office did not discriminate or 
retaliate against the former Indian 
Education Office (IEO) director when 
she was terminated in May. 

Former IEO Director Roberta Wilson 
had fil¢ charges of discrimination with 
the UW Employment Practices Office, 
alleging that SEO Director Fuji Adachi 
and SEO Associate Director Dolores 
Cardona had terminated her because of 
her tribal affiliation. According to 
Adachi, Wilson was tenninated because 
she failed to meet the conditions 
associated with her one-year probation, 
a requirement for all UW staff employ­
ees. 

"All along, our concern has been to 
make sure that the Indian Education 
Office was operated efgciently and 
effectively in the best interests of the 
Indian students," according to Associate 
Provost Jim Hurst. 

According to Employment Practices 
Officer Jesse Vialpando, Wilson's 
complaint was given top priority in his 
office. 

In addition to her allegations of 
discrimination, Wilson claimed that 
SEO had mismanaged IEO funds. 
Adachi responded, saying that those 
allegations were unfounded. 

In late May, at the request of SEO, an 
independent accountant reviewed IEO 
financial statements and documents for 
the years 1986-91. Richard Ortiz, an 
enrolled Arapaho and director of the 
Office of the Wind River Tax Commis­
sion for the Shoshone and Arapaho 
Tribes, found no "fraud, mismanage­
ment of funds, embezzlement, theft and 
commingling of funds." 

Additionally, on July 12, Adachi 
fonnally requested that the U.S. 
Department of Education conduct a 
financial and program audit of IEO' s 
Project NATIVE. 

Hurst says that he hopes the board's 
finding, the recent financial review and 
the requested federal audit will restore 
confidence in the Indian Education 
Office. 

"Ever since we founded the IEO, with 
the help of the Arapaho and Shoshone 
tribes, IEO and the management team in 
SEO have enjoyed the trust and the 
confidence of tribal leaders and stu­
dents.". Hurst says. "Recent allegations 
have raised some concerns among some 
of the Arapaho and Shoshone people. I 
sincerely hope that today's finding starts 
a genuine healing process on the 
reservation and on our campus, so that 
we can make the Indian Education 
Office even sb'onger and more respon­
sive to the educational needs of UW's 
Indian students." 

Four University of Wyoming alumni will be 
recognized during 1991 Homecoming 
festivities Oct. 11-12 in l.Aramie. Three -­
the late Rodney Guthrie, Harold Kester and 
Ed Witzenburger, will received Distin­
guished Alumni Awards. 

Hodgson named 

research VP 
Derek Hodgson has been selected UW 

vice president for research. 
Hodgson is a professor of chemistry 

and has served as UW' s interim vice 
president for research since July 1, 
1990. During that time, the university 
received a record $26,013,040 in 
external grants and contracts in support 
of research and other projects. 

Hodgson was one of three finalists for 
the position identified during a national 
search. He replaces Ralph De Vries, who 
was vice resident from 1985 until his 
resignation last July. 

New HS dean hired 
UW News Service- Martha Wil­

liams is the new dean of the UW 
College of Health Sciences, effective 
Aug.27. 

Williams comes to UW from the 
University of Texas at Austin, where 
she was School of Social Work dean 
since 1981. She takes over from Philip 
Catalfamo, dean since 1986, who retired 
effective Sept 3. 

"I am looking forward to joining the 
UW faculty and serving as dean of 
health sciences," Williams says. "My 
first visit to the campus convinced me 
that I had found the perfect academic 
environment Also, Wyoming is a 
beautiful state with a quality of life that 
is very appealing and special." 
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A fourth, Dick Brown, will receive the 1991 
Medallion Service Award. Judge Guthr� 
will be honored posthumously, with his 
family accepting on his behalf. Shown.from 
left, are Brown, G,µhrie, Kester and 
Witzenburger. 
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