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T 
here is no doubt , that

. Thomas . Ahlbrandt, World 
·. . Energy Project Chief with

the · U.S. • Geological Survey 
(USGS) is a big name in the world· 
of geology, having devoted a J�ng 
and successful career to it and 
made · some revolutionary discover­
ies; But when he w�s a young man, 
he might .have been . surprised ·· to 
hear ,that .geology would. be - his 
future; 

Ahlbrandt grew up on a farm in 

Veteran, WY (where he goes .on 
wee.tcend� �nd helps his father, stil� 
raising_ crops).· He graduated from 
Veteran High School, which was

to_m do��,� Jew years ago; his ��x� 
. m��!?,�i;�i��s was the large�t they'd.­
h�d)'n.yeais. At the school's . inyifo- ' 

., , ,,. . . , :  • .. tic;m, A}llbrandt skipped his fiµ.al 
yeai-; took • a suinmer course, in 
English at UW, then ac�ep_ted . a_ 

. .  , . . -;.. ·- . . . 
·u ,- r .1 ,� - ��-scholar'sliip ''from, Pan:;Ameri'c'an»l • 

• ·  • .  , . , •  . ... · iPetr()leum to study geology there . .
" It was circumsfance that got 

me int� g�o_l9gyt ,he saY.s "l��ef ', 
to1"i8ie, ;i( after' !  uhderstbo(flf'foff; 
a�lfiii <iiuP11·-'really, didn't krtbw'.;,: 
wH�t I;d)!dthe Urttil I'-tooic'a'couple''· • 
courses. "  He did know that' one 

way or - another ·  he'd go to UW, 
becaiise·,.'- '" that's where all ·· ' the

Ahlbrnndts go, II including • his 
father, his four siblings, and his · 
two •• • daughters, Wendy - and 
Elizabeth.. • . .  • • .-:. • 

· He was aclceptedinto the honors� '·•
program at UW, which entails .,the'' :' 
regular basic curriculum in addi­
tion to extra readings and philo- . 
sop hie discussions that he .felt :, 
broadened , his educational experi'-'\. , 

Tbor,,as A�lbra�dt . .. , 

. standing qf minerals and e�ergy. !' of the A,rcticCircle, whereTJived· in
. •  ' �- -'Ahlbraridt to�ilr,advantag'e' of' tent�· for 110:·days· 'at a time,;' he .
tha(W1len'it c�e tii\tJ .fo{hfa :d�s:._c sayit . YMy-- field· camp experience 
seitatiqn: !ie,studied th(Killp�cker , 'from UW, which I ne.ver thought I.'d 
4tfue fifl�Lnqrth of Ro��t;�p�ngs: : use, became, ctjtic�.uY. important." 
'\That set ·the stage for. a revolution-:. Ahlbrandt� as project chief,· led .

_ ._. '. ·, · •  . . -=-� . �:· . . , · _. ,  "'. · _,;:·, · · '  · . ,_., .... " -� .- ' '•; �,..:. ·· .. ,'·-· · · · · ·:- ':;:. 
; _ "." ' ....... , � · 1 ·-. ' :' . 

" .. . .  _ _ ' 
. ·-

arx -t!i!rig Jworked �n:1
: he ��ys_.Jle, crews ·an ·over the _Alaskan ��mfra, .s,ho�ed ' that . .  ,lh,e>:· ·dunes �-i�ere, ' studying rock sequences. �It was 

yo,Ong�� 9tap Jv_eiy��ihad:�ought�: : part of a large �ff ort to un(ierstand 
whic�:l�id tpe grouncl,work'forJiirrc jhe petroleum resource{ ·of .  the 

t(? ·fi�yetal.I ovei:·tl;l�·west/ sh,�wi,ng· _. North Sfgpe_ ;, • •:; 
tli; •/S:!IUI\\Jhmg , , ,wttIY:]pib,:�_cl�ne.- . . Thefr shared adventures turned 
fi�i.cis>�e:':V;ote � P�:i>r/on,tl\e·:�µlir •• the ' team irito' a tigfit:.knif 1group: 
jec(: tliat' became :'a .. :'cfassic ._ 0It "We'd 'march down··,fuese ·rock out� 
cti'anged tht: view; _, ot\''w11i�}. th� , ,crops'; 'float-'down iive'rs; 'r ' he '.says. 
11l�Jor:;_ s�9�• seas, f,<lftne� ;i�/t�e I Seais came but:to watch' thein in -
•whole;U.S;·/ he says� · .. ,:- 1f their camt» There1were c'aribcnfarid 

•. ·,f_ I.:, , • . "''i . •  ' < . ' - �: ' :· · /·,:- . . ·-. . ; . •, 
• • . . -- ·"Decisions • you · make at ·that , ,lots of grizzlies around and the crew 

time affect the rest of your life;" stayed ·  armed with two types of 
everything about UW. "My experi- Ahlbrandt says, and it turned out to weapons: ·  a rifle ("That's for the

ence at UW was a breath of fresh be that work that would get him bear," Ahlbrandt wouldsay.) and a 
air, "  lie says. "I wa_s araJJ_i� entl;m.�i- . involved with the U.S . . Geological smaller · pistol ("That's for you, in 
as_t for UW activities and I continue Survey (USGS). He bad.gone, after case you miss the bear,!' he1d joke. 
to be. I experienced 'UW fully. II completing his Ph.D., to work for Fortunately, neither of the weapons 

He recalls an .e�ehi�g �pent out two · years with Exxon in Houston had to be used). When it was over, 
Oil 9th ·street hill wi� 0his friends, •• on·�eep marine ·deposits and st1.14y- Ahlb,raadt ha4::Writt�n �ot.\l�f;bQPt:f, 
wHich "6tbu'ght'jtfsJlprf/�1i1ft�Wfo1�\• Ing ifi'e'>�oriipSsitiotl 1Hffi complex': hod many· ti}ore articles,,.,, · : , : '; • . 
loWil}g m�rning. "The next day my reservoir rocks. Then he got a call : Oil and gas prospecting :in the 

car - a Corvair, which I loved - was from the USGS to come and work ·Rockies was the next installment of 
on · ftpha Chi Omega's doorstep, on' a sand seas ·project. " It was foo what Ahlbrandt calls his "checkered 
bfocklHg'th'e 'doc>r: 'My frieii4s had tempting ·toresist," he says. past. '' After four years of that, he

carried it there. They were careful, It was a five-year study that formed a company with two of his 
they didn't hurt the car, but I got · an invoived • the Nebraska Sand Hills · colleagues and did consulting work 
unhappy call from the a_dministra- and other sand seas of the U :S. and for the next seven years . During this 

!ots: 11 • · :  ' . .  : • · :  : : .  - ·�.:' . ' · ' ;the world; it res'ulted,irdwo,books, tillJ:�' ��IJ,f,�clt ,�e}.p�d �eh.UP ,a
; There were greif'iiines •ac-adem::: , numerdus .a:rticles - �nd· :a patent -for ·, : research institute iri Saudi A,,i;abia,. ; ...
ically too; 'Ahlbfaridtceites the mflu:: .. ; Ahlbrandt· Worried about -having:·· �kJR&r,���: ;!f�fr,,1 �,cl!Y; =J��e . .  , �1th' 
ence' • of· ., Dr. Donald Boyd� his him; , f9X •:;:tn, intt?{e�till.g p�ltural 
undergraduate advisor, and · Dr. exp�ri-�qp�:11',T4�).ns#t�ie:c;.o_ntin�es 
�rai�er&,M¢ars, . who wotket;hwith today J6"d�. research i� sarid control. 
hirivduring his �:graduate' ,.years3•.;. .. · He explains ':the 'contept of sand 

. ;j.,.� ! r .._ ;· ;;: � I" • ' -,. • Ahlbrandffinished,his;undergradu- : 1

�\ �, 
> confr9l t:his -�_ay: .'' �af }'ou ;�uilf a 

�te,:degr�e with :the :1iighest·honors :, • f r:� hospital. P,erhaps" you had. sm1d. 
possible ·;and- ·earned ,,a · cNational -•. " chihes 'upwin.d' df youfsite; but you 
$ciGnce·, 1 Foun,qation " :F.ello.w;hip:,; j . ,  • ,,,__11111 

»1er��•� .. . ,\VotrieJ • . beca�se.�' they
that allowed him• tC>. gQrtQigradua,t�·- --�-- seem:�df�r away: But dunes migrate

- • • .• , . • . ·--:.· , · ,.  - r, - , ,  • ·• r - . -ence . • school .anywhere", ,  . .  , an accurate . .way to - measure ,the 25 meters a year. Sand blows into 
• " It ··was a.wonderful, · enlight�n- H�· pllose to .. st�y �Jitiwi '' It'.s .a, ._ . mq�e�:e�i" Qi,§'�1,1·d:,Pi��,i11g )p the, . your�acilfry and has to 'be ·r�moved. 
ing experience to go , through . 

t_he . '' very fin,e in.��itqti?ll;IH;8J!OJogyt if� .. '; :wi
p
.p,)1e:.Jnve;��ed ,.c!

i
,!_ql}g , °:f. s�nd . !t's·ve� heavy; : it's ·a  'pfobl_em for

honqrs program;" he says .' na.tio,nally;·: .and- : r in.t�rpa.tj�n�lly , , 'tra? ,thf!::�}�O'r'A4 SUfl:i a:J11�as.�r7,� ; :  piaintenance systems aild roads. :So 
"Technical fields keep changing,, . knp�n,_'.\ i ,Pe . sa.x.s_-:0, \Ih�:.� pi.�he.st_ ,  :m�m to,b,�

1 
iak�n.�n�t�ntan�Q�slf I� ;  there's great_ interest in stopping it. "  

but the basic philosophical and cul,-.. award in my fiekl-, {rom,the,largest , . :Sqrrie,p<_t�s of, the w9dg, � irigclifi�<L ;>fa '1988, he rejoined the · USGS 
1 , � .  , - 1  _ , , . • • •  • . . ,· ,, • ,.- �c . , ;;. -�- • , ,.. , _, _ ,  __ .:,,- : , ·  .. '• • .... • ,,: .• . . . o w ,- _,. • _z,·. _"'. { l - , . · _ .  ; \ •  _ � �  .. - - , �. ' . ,: :... , . 

tural unde,r�tandi�gs I ga�ned theJ::e� . ,arth scienc�,�- ����c�Ni9!3-; . iA . .  rti�·f: ve\}t?9 of J� J� �H_l_ 1.�ed it99�Y� ,- i : ,  � :  
as>a:ssociate . -chief for �nergf_:pro­

l have carn�d with me my wh9le� ,  wo,rW,J�e S1dn,�y J�ow�r,s Me�al, . W,l\ep. fh,at P+.OJect -�_as _cp_�c,l,l!p- grams;then became•ch1ef of petro­
Hfe and they've been very usefuL, ,  ha�

t
.io�e -.��e, tirnis; .1,? �:Pra,dµ:-,,, ·ed:;�1bpindff>t � _qui�f <l,iffir��\ Jeum; ·geology; then:: energy ·chief 

That enlightenment and growth : ates: MY. �qucation; wa�.excell�n.t. I call. • "My' bos�;-·recogni�ing' my' ·· scientist. . ·Today,·Ahlbrandt's title is:: 
served me well.II . , , \ •  ' • • felt , ,vei/fortunate.:1An-J'·it's a·. per- petroleum experience� . serit\iii 'off WQrld Energy.,Project Chief .. He led ' :  

..__ _____ In_. ·_fa_ct, Ahlbrandt . enjoyed feet �taie 'for 'coming t6 ak und�r- 'to the 'North,Sl&p� ;of':Alasia; nonh ,· See Distingui�hed Al�-�nus page . 7 

, ;;,�4a;�f:£�,��,,•µ,��,. •· ,=:��;,::rrr�!gj�i::,:� . i�f JJ�t�f i��Jt t �;tf:tf��$Jf�fl 
_ ��ich: �as ; j .. µst . rec,�n.tlY: , fi_nis�e� :� ; ,.t��- ;W;,or}p:_, t��Q,•P��yiq�-�bY,. th?�ght, / t���'.{:�Qm· 19�6 t?,,l9�JKf�r�:�Yf · � yide�;���:energy. , , . . . ,ii:' •• ·:',': ·;five-year study, Qf. •how. much 011 : ,but .less .und1scqv.ere<J. natu.ral gas,.·; rftosl"�Q�many .people;from':tb�geo- , ,The·Jssue of energy so.u{ceS/;t's

1 .· � -
. 

, , ·, • .... �. / ",-" •' · ·· ·• �  . . . � . : . . .. � :,..f ., •., • � , ' ... , ,  • . , ·:-.�.- � ., '.' � , - - ::_.. · · · :, - /
---· � - :...: ·  ,, 1:·1t·· ��Y',r.�.:��l� :ii'·•y·· ,;� · : �i(,," " ·�.:�:_:-c�:;J:,;�f,,j��c.·l-' ,/ ., t ' ' : ;-.-.�_-, \ " 

• . ; ·. · , ·t ···,:..-. 1-:
""�-

.
:�t:: _ - and gas is left iri_ the_ world.. . ., ,.- , ; "17h� . m,qre s.oberil).g ,new� ,fo( the I �s¢ie�c�;fipfr�str,y�!ur�?l:i�.l:�ay�_. • ·: lik.ely t()ifoom .even l&.ger::::�- t!Ele 

• •• , .  
: • • . 

. •· • � -' • • • - I • •  •. • If •• · • •· . ... .... . . , _ _  k _  , • J . . . � ,I'.-, ... � .
. . . · • , ;.. 

. 
'r.° }- .- •,,, . '  • •  ,1.·· · .Jr - _,, ••• . .  • __ .. __ ,-;..--- �_ ... . ,..,,,,. ' ! ( . _. ' . . . ·' ,•· 

.• �.-. : • • 111:��t's. .  be�n \3/ell-rep�iyed, ap.,d : .·v.;� .. . i,s,that <?Uf pr�;d,µc1�ol}Ji:}t�� are :  ��'.-�i;ic:I�,�1�i:g9pdp9ow;:;1:?tj.t?tt:.z1�¥�s . . · ·goes • :by.: "Geo�ciences are · . ··eitlier

(a},k�d -·�bQU�, :,.· �f, s.ays : "";Ni've , � ·g,<_>iQg . dow9',' : ;Sq ·.11 wotsens'. .. tlie ��:�e.ttq;fg�-��� .proj�fif .s�rted}' . . goinftb become' pi_vota( s.cienc�s'of 
.. 11Jade. "'niPfY;' : gres��tat�pn( _o� . tlle : · }[���:�- ,Q'f ,.in�t�a�i�;s,1>.t·�e:lfin,�, .;?n v��tJtif��f{{t�itt��t:�of:lv�ef�e ; -�e:}et�re or they'llJ? :'�e, �'��r .
• results,_ WQ.lc,� .. itp.a�e up .. f CD- i foreign 011 sµpphes," he ��y�. fi!'¥�?fll\�,t:e��!gYl.:..f£>..�sumpt1on 'lS ' ��y;''_ J,\.hlbrandt says. He 1s o� the 

• RQMS'. _If Y,OU p��tedjt ?,Ut, ·:w�ich ; . �,�t,w·�Lgas �.nr�1_a>7 .. a Key role in t:nprg9!r�.:ccl,2�;�;ia�d;1he energy .has ''former '.'qpiriion, , . believing tliat . Jn
I don'! ·adyise; • i\ \VO tile( be : 3,2;000 ; ')he;- do�e.�tic . e��rgfs_ce.11e',. S�_ the • 1ito,:co.in!It{,mrs9aj.Jwhei-e: So next : resources lies the u,ltimate contro1'of 
'pages_." i: . - . . , . ·. :  • : : - • ;;- ·· _' . . . . .. . -: : .J�t�f;e:�tfa�ly :¥��h(!?(�Y��iRg ��� ,!��Ji::(i!t�lf��jA.hlt?ra11·�tis t�am our ci�ilization and our ftlture::1 

There's gopd news and . l'>ad , �µ th�,fog_ p1ctl1Ee'. . ,  , . - • ... f;rqay,t:>,�:�:f�j�-OUJ1d the wodd -fqr • ••• • • 


