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ill " Heink’ grew up in
B Callfomla and has lived i in
Florlda smce 1964, but’ he
feels his roots are really
Wyommg
He came to the Cowboy Statej
in 1958 because his father who
worked in logistics with. Convair,

was transferred . to Cheyenne to
Missél activa-. -

work on the Atlas
tion. "He: asked_ me toco_me along

and go.to .UW," Heink says. "It~

turned out.to be the best decision I ;
ever made-because I met my wife
there." - :
That 'wasn't the only reason it
was a great decision; Heink loved
his UW -experience. - "What ' [
thought made UW a great place to
go was that it had the same small
town, small school feel as my
hometown~of iLaiJoltai" " Heink- -

says. "Classes:were small;"pecples

knew each other. You were mote
than just-a number on a chart. You
had the feeling the “University
cared about you. I was probably a
fairly immature kid who had a
propensity for being a smart
mouth, but the professors took me

under their wmg and I got a great_

education." )

“He's pleased to note that thmgs‘i

have not changed much in the
years since. His oldest daughter
came to UW to study special edu-
cation, graduating in 1990. "The
atmosphere and people and feeling
is still the same, even though it's
grown bigger," he s ays

His fond memories_of his col-
lege years include one particular
spring afternoon football game,
when it was snowing so hard he
and his friends couldn't see across
the field, but they stayed neverthe-
less. "We figured if they: were

playing, we'd be there," he says. .

He also recalls being in the engi-
neering building the day the brand
new petroléum lab blew .up, blow-
ing glass all over. "It made a very

Contmued from page’ 5 ; ARET
-also been.involved in. Boy Scouts,
"it seems.like all my-life;" having
Jomed when he was eight and being
registered. .almost continuously
.since, assuming various leadership
roles along the way. This year he
was g_iyen the Silver Beaver.award,
the highest honor a,scout, council
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Heink also serves..on numerous
boards and commrttees

As_ successtul as-he's. been chis

' famﬂy has been his greatest pride:
‘his wife, Mary Lou, and their three
chlldren Karl, Jobie and Leta, and
their erght grandchrldren Heink

‘a and his wrfe also have. hosted seven ;
forelgn exchange stud ts through t

AT

hon are st111 in |

‘William Heink

big noise," Heink reports.
- Heink grew.up in the aerospace
1ndustry, but his decision to study

engineering was not due to his

father's inspiration.
opposite,"

"Quite the
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very derogatory terms about engi-
neers. It was always, 'You can't
believe what those engineers want
me to do now." Nevertheless, both
his parents were extremely sup-
portive of his decision to pursue an

- engineering career, and Heink had

no doubts himself. "I had a natural
interest -in things - technical .and
especially- electrical,’ he says,
which  expressed “itself in’ the’
young Heink in the form of house- -
hold expertments "] wonder how I
managed ‘never: to bum the house
down," he says..

After - graduanon Convair
offered Hemk a Job that took him
to. Vandenberg Air Force Base in
California, the ‘west coast rocket
launch base still used today. In the
working world, he 'discovered that
UW's small-school feel had come
alongside an excellent education.
"In all honesty, one of the things
that pleased and surprised me in
dealing ‘with people from other,
bigger schools, was that my educa-
thIl in engineering was probably
stronger than theirs."

It was at Vandenberg that he

be:launching.one-space shiittle-each
month for the next year, taking hard-
ware up the new space station -
which will eventually be the bright-

‘est star -inxthe.-sky ~;but they'll be

doing it without Heink, who.retired

.in August. "We've got a list.of things
:to-do_and places to go, ‘and eight

grandkids to:keep us busy," he says.

1B kpoy presisely what Lsgzaot; b

gomg to do: get up at 5:00 in the
damn mormning anymore!"

He predlcts a bright. future for
space travel and has no. doubt we'll
go back to the moon. "I thmk the
moon will likely serve as a stagmg
base for mankmd's move out into

_Athe solar system," he says "Man has
_an 1nnate des1re to explore There

w111 "be slowdowns and setbacks

he 8ays. "He was not an.
lengmeer, and h,e,,ofter;,espoke mv

found his future. "I" went out there
and saw my “first real rocket launch
and I was hooked," he says He

Alaunchrng‘ rockets.

- But #he didn't stay at

.Vandenberg long; Hemk was soon
‘chosen to.'go to Cape Canaveral
‘and help build a new launch pad

there ’He worked on that pad for a

spend the rest of hlS career

1965 and the Apol]o program was
getting 1nto» full swing. "I threw
my application in and went to
‘work for Boeing on the Apollo
program, " Heink says

The Apollo program would last
for 10 years, what Heink describes

as ja very, busy‘tlme in, my hfe L
5was WOrklgng -hou

sometlmes get home and find pic-
tures of my :three kids on the

n jn %S ﬂﬁ(f &

kitchen table next to a.cold dmner

just to remind me that;I sull Hhad a.

family!" co )

Durlng that time, he helped“

launch the Saturn V, the biggest

rocket the U.S. has ever flown -

longer.than a football field, devel-
oping.7.5 million pounds of thrust

at lift-off. Walter Cronkite came to:

cover its first launch.

-~

"They built what they- thought‘

was a very.nice press box in a trail-
er, three and a half miles from the
launch pad," Heink says.: "But
when we launched, we damn near

destroyed the trailer from the:

acoustic vibrations."

The huge window, through
which Cronkite was to watch the
launch, was bending in and out; he
was trying to hold it and prevent it
from shattering as the ceiling tiles
fell down around him. All wh11e
the broadcast continued.

As a member of the “Apollo

launch team, Heink got 14 manned

missions under his belt, including
the six that landed on the moon.
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Ay trongest recollectlon 1s sur-

one we “landed on ‘the ° moon, but
Apollo 8, a lunar orbiting mission
‘and certainly the gutsiest move
NASA ever made," he says. It was

" net” Apollo 11, ;the - first

‘the third launch of Saturn V, and:
.the: first one with people. "The
Russians were breathing down our -
necks. NASA decided to. take a:

three-man crew and fly them to the
moon.":
“The tradition is that ‘once the

Kennedy Space Center launch is '

completed, the responsibility for
‘the mission gets turned over to

Houston. "For the launch team,’it's -
party time." Heink was on his way"
'to join the party, but stuck in'a traf-

fic jam.

o Mty was a beautiful mornmg," he
it "You could look ip dtrectly
ovérhéad and see the moon T was
listening to the car radio talking
aboué the m1ss1on when th_e astro-
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.nauts orbltmg over Hawan con-
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ductedﬁg the engme burn that sent’
them on the way to the moon.
Tears ran down my face. Mankmd

had never done anythmg hk ha =
before Now more than 39 Yﬁf}{%s

later, Hemk stlll gets choked up.,
speaking of it.

After working his way through -
a series of engineering manage- -

ment positions,” Heink eventually
found himself in charge of the
Boeing Space Shuttle operation at

the Kennedy Space Center when .

he was appointed Site Director of
Florida Operations in 1998. .

"It seemed to be a natural cul-
mination of a lifetime career in the
rocket-launching business, and the

job was truly a dream come true-

because of all the outstanding peo-
ple I had working on my team," he
says.

Somehow, Heink has found
time for many other pursuits away
from the launch pads, such as
being a part of the National
Management Association for

years, and serving as national

chairman of its board in 1995. He's
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