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B 
fll: Heink' gre�. ·uri in

California �nd has lived in
• Fiorid� sin�� i'964, .bufhe

feels hjs •• ��<\ts • ;r� ·�eally, . in'
Wyoming.: _ • .. ••• '· .,. • 

He cam� io thf Coi!Jof Stati,. 
in 1958 because his 

0

fatlle.r,' who:
worked in l9gistics '-1/ith_ cw,vair, 
was tr�nsf erre� . to Ch�yem1:e . to 
work on the Atlas --Missile activa�. • 

i . '. :'' • ' •• _. � ., ; 

tion. "He: asked, me . to-�o,me,along 
and go;1 Jo ))W, 11 , _He,ip.J.< -says./ It'."· 
tm;ped outto qetbe,\J.est decisioPlx 
ever made:because J met my wife ... __ . 
there." . 

• 
'.William Heink 
-------------

That,' wasn't the only reason it i . . •11 • 

was a great decision;· Heirtk loved big no_ise, Hemk �eports.

his UW experience .. '!.What •_ I . Hemk grew._up W _t�� �erospace

thought made UW a great place to rnd�stfY:,. �ut �is deciswn to st_u�y
go was that it had the same small :engm�en�g ':as. not _ ,?

ue . to his

town, small school feel as my father _ s lnspiratlo�. Quite the

h •... t ' " . - '/)"'-.... •,Ta,. '' ·,T,-,.1· 1,., .,,,, ''H·,. ,,; i,, oppos1,te; he says. He was not.an -·
ome-own ·Wl ,,c,au:.-v 1a 1 ;U . e1n.re·· I "i'-""'"'" -J'I.L- ,.,:, ·' l"'' ·'"' .,.,,, ''. ,..;,_; ._;, 

says. "Classes,were: Stn:att;,�peopfo··r fn��f1::- a'14 )J%9fl�!1rt$PO¾; ip,,}1
knew each other: You were more 

yery derogatpry terms about engi­

than just- a number on a chart. You neers. It was alwc,tys,. 'You can 't

had the feeling· the • University believe what t�9,se e_ng!neers want
cared about you. I was probably a �e to do now. Nevertheless, both 

fairly immature kid who had a his �arents _ w_er� �xtremely sup­

propensity for being a smart po�1ve o_f his decision to p�rsue an

mouth, but the professors took me • engmeenng _  career, 11and Hemk had

under . their wing and I got a great �o doubt� hlm�elf: I had � natural

education." · • • 
···,.a." • ; • ;. mterest ,:m thmgs ,-techmcal .and 

··He's·pieased't6�note"th�t thing�• fSp:eci�Hy�-�Iect�i��l,1/; he _ �ays,"
have not changed' ''much in th� w�1ch., e�pre_s�rd itself m the : 

years since. His . old�st daughter
young He.i?k in the form of house- • 

cam� t� tfw to· study �pecial edu- hold exp��ments(�"I �onder how I 

cation, gradua.ting _in 1990. "The
mana�f4

'.
:neyer ��0- ?U?1 the house 

atmosphere and people and feeling down, he
_
s�ys.� •. ,; :·-,. .. . 

is still the same, even though it1� Afte!: �<grad��!1;?nt: Conv�u

0 b• ger " he •s ·ays offered ,H_em� a JQb ___ :t!i_.,at-:took himgr wn ig , . . _ ... ,, ......... , . 
His fond memories of. his col- to<y�d�nber�_'"A�.:·�?_rce _Ba.s,e ip

lege years include on� p.irticular Cafifomia, the 'west coasf rocket

spring afternoon football g�me, launc? base still us,e� today. In the

when it was snowing so hard he
working world, he discovered tha� 

and his friends couldn't see across UW's small-school feel had come

the field, but they st�yed neverthe- 'alongside a� excellent educa�ion. 

1 • 11,-,., f-. re
._d .·f they- were ."In all honesty

.
, one of the thmg. s

ess. ne igu i . . - . - . d • 
1 • _ e'd be- there " ·he s·ays 

that pleased and smpnse me mp aymg, w - , . . . , .. - , . . . 
H al 11 b · • · t··h· . • deali_ng with people from other,

e _ so reca s emg m e engi-_ . ·· _ ·. - . . , • .·•. 
• b ·1d· th d th b d bigger schools, was �hat

i
my educa-neenng m mg e ay e ran . - . .. . . . . , - ·b bl . . . . . tion m engmeenng was pro a ynew petroleum lab blew ,up, blow� • 

-:- : ·, •· . '. ,;• ·, • _, • 
ing glass all over.- ·"If-�ade a very str9nger th�n: thei.rs_._ : .. -· • -· 

__ , _, __ ,_.-_; :::•�-' .·_". _ . ,:_� -'---- , )t was at .,_yanden��rg_t,hp! . h_e
,Go1ttinue.dfrom,p;,_gl!)5 � • . \;•/. \ ,. _:;; 1 be:]aunch,ing ione,sp:ace,shuttl�-;each, 
1also heen.jnvolved.iin<Boy·Scoots, 111onth fqr the next year,taking hard� 
!lit seems.like all myJife;'' having ware up _the- new space · station -
joinedwhen hewas:eig!)t and bei�g which .will eventu_ally-be the bright-: 
registered; <•lilmo�J continuously _ est star in,, th�. sky ,�; buJ th�y'll be . 
. sjnco,- a�s.�m�ng various leadership d.Qing jt'withqut ,H�ink, ,who. p�tifed
. roles· alpng.-the · -W!lY· l'his year he ,in August. !'We've.got a list.of things' 
was gi��l,l, th� _Silver B�av�r :awar4, Jo. do. aIJ,d pla9es .�o go, and eight: 

1Jh� 1!1&�§\ q91,1gr: '!i�Sijl.1Jtr�9YJ¥ril l _ ,&f�,qlp,4�tt0.J,eeA;Ut-l?.tW¥,/; Ji� �sliys.; 
u��H�i'f�v!� J,;�HW9:t<t#" i�B\\W· I • ?.;'",na\ Iw0�t;!x 't-\w;t �1�01 Hemk also ser-ve,s, .. qn ,nµm�roµs _, gp�ng _to po: getup at 5:00 u,1 the 
�oar,ds and committ�es.: _ -·. ,.·• ,,. : ·aaniµ m�ming,anyµiore!" . • 

, :. .. ,As. svc�essfu,f ,af>. he\�&e�n; .-his, He predicts; .a, ,1;,tjgqt "(utury" ,( or 
• family ,has been hif> .gJ;eatest pride: space travel arid>iias·no. cfoiibi we'll
. .his wife,_ ryiary. Lou.,. and· their" three g·o back to the rriopn ..• ill 'thirik th;
children J:ar1, Jobi� and Leta, imd moqn will l�yly serve as a staging 
their eig1't' grandchildren. Heink base for inankindis move out into ,• ... 'i • ;  •Oi ,,•; ' ', ·• 

•• 
, '• • -.  • 

l��,�� �t!�l��o.-Aax::.��,s�-�-4,�t:��n : s�e ��\�,���,e�� �f sars�_11MailJas
f9r�}�J. ���QJf��;;,����m�}W�1wr • )}fi-llJ���r,)!�s,lfe }gJx�iore. ;pi�re;
!hr. ret1:�:: \ ��1._gf ��.?Prre ·.,�Hll m : 1•-'YtH1 Je,. .�I?�P?.�RS: �?� ,, �etb��ks.' 

found hi's "f�tll���, '..':!)t�rifout there 
and saw my:frrst realrO.:��et launch 
ahd I wi'f.hooked,11• hl:'.�ays. He 
wouldJp��d the rest of ��· career .. 
launctling: rockets , · -: 

Bui".--:{he .. ·,didn't· • stay at 
Vandenbt!rg long; Heink was soon

:chosen t�.'. ·go to • Cape Canaveral 
land heip' ·tju,ild a new launch pad 
ther�:JI� wotked on mf1t;'pa,d _ for a 
:cotjpie.;::,\qf years 'b�fote:)iA,SA .. ·• C· "• ·.:._, <

,
f:( ·  •• ---� _ •• , _ .. _,;,�• • ." r•lf L·'."."::�l; ·,·7 .'.'" l 

de�iQ�9Jij,(j.l the p�tfi,�as\�»;�tc.e.s�\ 

ifit�!i:ti launching 1bus1ness,:· .fh:e ·year \vas· 
:1965 �gd th� Apollo _prbgfari\'\'va'.s_';· 
getting into. full swing. "I threw 
my application in and went to 
·work lor Boeing_ on t�e. Ap9Uo __

• ' ·
_ 
:· _: j • ' - �-· ' • ·" � \. ' '., ,, ·.# •• • • J j ]. . pro�r�m,,'' fl:eip�--s�r,�:

1-.
. ·,<;:,:; �-i\ ':�·:,

The Apollo program \\'ouJd last
for 1 0  years, what_ H�i,nk .d�s<;:ril;>�s • 
jiS �·�1X�t�yJ!>}l�Y,J¼mj

e,J11�.w.v.#l,f�� �1•·L_ .. _,_,,_ ._ '"' • ,.,, • _ .. .,,, L ., ' -�·' ::l_·. "' • 8 '
was .workin2: 80-hour. weeks .. I! I - ·nt '1'1J ':)tfJr.:ntP B ir:l".HJ<Pfl rt.'.)1 v-
sometimes get home and find pie- _
tures of my , three kids on the

kitchen table next_ to a, cold dinner,.
just fO ��rnin{1Ve tp��)I �.t{i(��P:�;�
family!" - . ,.i-,. � � ( ,. � ;.., ..

During _that time, he helped 
launch the . Saturn V, the biggest 
rocket the U.S. has ever flown -, 
longe_r Jhan . .,t .fQo(bf!ll field, -devel­
opi-ng, 7 .5 million.pounds of thrust 
at lift-off. WaJter .Cronkite came to· 
cover its first launch. • 

"They .built what they<thought · 
was a very. nice press box in a,trail­
er, three and a half. miles from the

launch pad," Heink says. "But 
when we launched, we damn near 
destroyed the trailer from the · 
acoustic vibrations." 

The huge window, through 
which --Cronkite was to watch the

launch, was bending in and out; he 

was trying to hold it and prevent it 
from shattering as the ceiling tiles

fell down around him. All while

the broadcast. continued. 
As a ITiember of the 'Apollo 

launch team, Heink got 14 manned 
missions under his belt� including 
the six that landed on the moon. 

·v

•. � .•. )� \:.·.:1

.liwi�:;11;:�¥t�rit:it;· 
'one'��-:laiid�d- 6ti'the bioorifHut 
Apollo 8, a.lunar orbiting missio_n • 
'and certainly the . gutsiest move 
NASA ever made,'' he says. Itwas 
'the third launch of Satl!m v; and:: 
:theAirst one with_ people. "The · 
Russians ·were breathing down our _, 
necks. NASA decided. to. take a., 
_three""man 'crew and fly them to the· 
moon."· 

"The tradition is that'ohce the 
.Kennedy Space Center launch is> ' 
completed, the responsibility for • 
the mission gets turned over to 
)Houston. "For the launch-team/it's • 
:pa'it)' time." Heink was on his way';. 
'to Join the party� but stuck in' a traf-. 
ficjam. , 
i _ "It �as a beautiful mo�ing," lie 
lsays?�Ybu could look "J1taff��H5:m

(•_•i-,.,�-T . >_ : l
,.

._.. f-,p-\1 rf1• i ,,....(1 

over'he'ad.and see the mo6n�Twfts' 1

Jist<?ning to the car • ra_di�: .ta_lkifig , . 
about the mission when the astro-
� ::� n•:,,1"'1 ·-��f';l . 1;· ·,F n;11un.-• 

' iuts;:·otbitin :over Hawaii C:On-'-' F. iJ1'·v:rc1•· •: ¥-·: :'',.'"·.·_· mnbrw>n:Jc ducted the engme burn that sent . f • . • • 

them on the way • to. �e moon . 
Te�rs ran down 111y faqi'. Manijnd 
� ... --s-tr� ,:.. . �--.. .- ' .• -. .. -.J..J:,-: • ... •� -.' •�1..; 

�afl;JlC_\'fr dOJ?� any�hi�¥j; l�lf9l,fhr\)1 
befor�:-" N<?�• 11JRft;}1\aqlJ3J) �tJrJts 
later, He�nk stil} g�ts �h�ked UP,"' 
speaking of it. • ' 

After working his wax through . • 
. a series_ of engineering manage- . " 
ment positions,· Heink eventually 
found himself in charge of the

Boeing Space Shuttle operation at 
the Kennedy Space Center when . 
he was .appointed Site Director-of 
Florida Operations in 1998. -

"It seemed to be a natural cul­
mination of a lifetime· career in the

rocket-launching business, and the

job was truly a dream come true -· 
because of all the outstanding peo ... 
ple I had working on myteam," he 

says. 
Somehow; Heink has found 

time -for many other pursuits away 
from the ·1aunch pads, such as 
being· a part .• of the··• N ationai 
Management Associat.ion • for 
years, and serving as national _ 
chairman of its board in 1995. He's
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