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H
ere is some advice· for
aspiring lawyers, • from' 
one of the greatest trial 

lawyers of our time: "Get out of 
iaw school as quickly as possible. 
You can re_ad every book in the law 
library and know approximately 
nothing. Don't go to work for a big 
corporation or for the government. 
Go to work for individuals. Your J 
freedom and personal integrity are 
on the block." 

Gerry Spence, who may also be 
one of the most outspoken lawyers 
of our time, says this about �his �I Gerry Spence
own success: ''If Gerry Spence, 
with his humble beginnings, can to his name). 
do it, then I take it that about any- ... Spence did meet his first wife 
body can do it." _ t,;_1 while. at UW, but as far as the 
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his job search. most famous names: �aren 
"I 'figured Td' knock oh every Silkwood, Imelda Mateos, ("Mrs. 

door until I , found a place; II he ·Marcos turned out to. be a little
says, which led to l job with 'a person too: bec�use she didn't have 
lawyer 'in Riverton; Six. morit�s ; any' money," Spenc:e•'sayst Randy 
la.ter, the lawyer v/as appointed to Weaver. There were;'many other 
ajudgeship; the firm's' clients left signlfjcant,' but • 1ess _ high-profile 
because they felt Spence was too victories for the "little ·man" too, 
young to hariclle''the' responsibili- suCii, as' a • $52 rtii1i(Jtl' verdict 
tiJs. 

• ,. 
- • ·a��nst ;McDonald's, fot a small,

• "I dedded maybe I could get a family-owned ice ·cream company
Job as assistant prost;<;uting atfor- and $40 million for a quadriplegic 
ney,", Sperice says.: "l wet)� ,to the 'clie�t whose insu�ance company 
prosecuting attorney .• and 'he just refused to pay on his policy. 
laughed at me. So I decided to run._ ,.. , �penc�, �h() ,-e�rp.�d ,; an 
against hi�. I went to every door>. ; lloriqr� J,Dcktor -of:Law degree 
in town, on the reservation, on from UW in 1990, has invested a 

• every farm. I'll be ,damned if I did- great deal of his time ·to filling· in
ri't beat him. l' became • the the ·gaps that law sch()ol leaves in 
youngest prosecuting· attorney for its graduates, most notably as the 

Fremont County ever, at age 25." founder and director of the non-
That position helped him profit Trial Lawyers College. 

acquire the trial skills that became "Law school is not inadequate; it's 
his fame: Spence hasn't lost a silly. Lawyers are never trained in 
criminal trial in his whole life, nor law," he says. "They've never been 
a civil trial since 1969. His renown in courtroom; c never looked into 

Laramie was the location 9f' University experience itself, he 
Spence's humble beginnings,.mak- says the best part was getting out. 
ing -ow 'an obvious choice for ''It's important to understand that 
higher education. "It was the only • _it's-no discredit to the University,'' 

i-uniy�n;!fY that I knew where, �i/;?1te<s]ysf "Quite tlie·rcontrary. Th6
was,!' he says, and. the "only place university was able_ to ?bsorb the 
I could afford to go to. I was a poor likes of me, to give me a chance.-It 
boy.'.':· ,. _ _. wouldn't be every· school that 
• 'i',;sptih,��;�would walk to campus �o�ld make room for me. II And

iJ: ·�re\.V jfrird1 lie"�becatrl:e0aA lam.Bus l ·l:W�'efes 1ar�wii:fow, neverwaI.k:e_a 

f,from the-'.railroad yard, where he the education has served him well. 
•• worked as a brakeman, then to the "My education was as good as any
. Connor Hotel, where he was a that I know of. I've spent a l�fetime 
bellboy on the nightshift. He also competing i_n _the c�ur,t:room with 
worked-at the cement plant, shov- graduates • of - the greatest law 
eling cinders from under the kiln, schools in the land and never 
the noise of . which left him half 
deaf to this day. 

So Spence's memories of those 
years are primarily of work and 
struggle .and rejection. "I was 
never accepted by any fraternity, II 
he says. "If there was any person 
who needed to be blessed with 
social acceptance, it was me. But I 
wasn't the kind of person who was 
very socially, let us say, gifted. I 
wasn1t a scholar; I wasn't an ath- · 
lete; I didn't have much of any
thing going for me." He did have a 
love for writing, but one day an 
English teacher told him he didn't 
have the talent to do any better 
than a B, a memory which still 

___ h_a_m1ts him today (having 12 books 

Con(ilJ'!eiJroiJi p9��:6·;,, ,_:,'.,;::::,-�·;:-::, 
an,d next -year. wiH admj,t faw sc;�opl 

,,-� • � l • ' • • ·, ' ' • • ' • - - �-•. , ;; • ,' .:<'. 

professors ... ,. . , , < ·, • 

• -''.What mai,ces,R powei;fitJ is:ihat 
eyerr9�e;� .. i��f¢;_ �h�s)Ui' j�i"
�penCj!._�ays. Iii.(� �J1ighly,pow�rful 
gift "'.h,�n,q��)(t��yeIS, i��,-'3/i��s 
a,nd._ �8ntµs off.j�. �elp __ p�op,�.Jf s 
�,al,lea;the_pqf�i ?( ·1o�i;"_'·tn�t's 
:11�t _a "'8(q- ·o�ff�:�fa.rd)#\�1;1,�¢,¢., 
· ti<:1� wi� ta,Wyers ·and �ouitrooijis, 
·bu( Sp�iice: Cl�'arfy.J:�ees -'frtpiac!e
there! \Often·' 'ask:etF; Which' of ·•his

found my education lacking." 
He .chose to go on to law school 

because he needed to find a way to 
make a living. "I was fairly articu
late. I could use those talents as a 
teacher or a preacher or a lawrer. 
My mother' wanted me to - be a 
preacher, and that put �he kibo�h 
on that. Teachers didn't make any 
money, and people who - didn't 
make any money weren't success
ful. That was the philosophy then." 
That left only one choice. 

When he graduated from law 
school in 1952, he had one child 
and one on the. way. He failed the 
bar the first time - "the first honors 
graduate ever to fail the bar." He 
passed the s�cond time and. began 
;:j'?. ,i:; -�:-.tJ •• ,, : •• - ·��;!' .•. :. 

cases . meant .rJh�, p;io�t-}� :· µim, 
�peµ,ce, �eje��s Jhe }lU��tioµ. , 11It's 
al_ip.o,�� Hke-a�kiµ,g,»1hic:;h chil4 you 

-�. ; - • . • . • ' • "·' ;;- •• ,. \o, • ,. . -··· "· . . • 1 h .. ,,, h · · "Th· . : pye:J .�,rnost, . �.-sc1y�. , e.cases ,_ ••_i, 'l-.fl.,n•• •.:rt . �.1,,.,1,}.;,,..,/-,l,l,,,�·+ ,t;•,. •• 
1?�!-

d
} ,t,�e ,b,e�p?!:et_!*tn.tX 8IB1filt ?·Im evoted-to· them.11 . • 1!_i·,>�·;•_ .····\·�1·� ... :t., ·•-I·--1·,.�- .. ,._. ��:; · : .Aside from his.involvement\vith � 

-, ',,::-1, · • 
.
, � : •. '·� / . .- · ',·-'.J ·. � ·.' J:-:'i , .h .,.,. : · � 

·the· college, 'arid his own,Jackson- ! 
9as�� la,\V_ fi� .... $p�n�e, M6�arity:
: '. ,

. •·· ·•,· ,· ,, •.. , .... • \, ). ,. ' ,., .. , .:•\·{·• and Schuster, and,"his rc;,Ie ·as the � .t'f·'r• �. •I 
•, •. _.: '-·., .• •'j • ' :· . 0 J ·f.; , . '.' ,'"'• } �,. •founder"of Dfw. ets' an'd' Advocates 

"(..: ·- ••• 'j- -�- .. . . . •• y ...... ., -. v.' ' "\"' � •. 

'for Wybmfri'g,_ Ii"'pro t>8nO;law'·finn 
: fhkt, tak:b's' ort'�iset cif s6mctf-sigriifi'"

defense attorney� successfuily through a prison." 
defending large insurance compa- The college, which is located on. 
nies from claimants. his Dubois ranch, where he's 

Then he "saw the light," an turned his old barn into a dormito-
experience that coincided with the ry, accepts lawyers "based upon 
dissolution of his.marriage and the our beJief as to their commitment 
loss of three cases in a row. "By to justice and ordinary people. Not 
this time I was 40 years 'old,'' _he the ones who represent the wealthy 
says, "lid done ev�rything· you or the corporati9ns or the state._" _ 
could do as a triai'lawyer. I had'a ,The lessons are based on· a 
big practice. I had theJargest_ ver- process call�d psychodrama, 
diets in the history of the state. I which teaches students •• 11 10 be 
thought I was big-ti�e. I began to etnpower�d �iih- i�sight into 
take cases against iittle people. It what's happening between human 
rnade·me sick. It hurt me. l real- beings."·· 
ized you have a responsibility in • It sounds complicated, b'ut the
using your gifts; it's like - a gun foundation is basic. "The underly-
placed in your hand.'' ing, simplistic thesis is: tell the 

_ The day he had this realization, truth, about your client, about the 
Spence "impetuously" wrote· let� case,". he says. "Everybody else 
ters-to 40 insurance companies arid will respond to you 'in an almost 
told them they'd have to firid other magicar way." Spence says that his 
representation. He vowed from graduates' whole lives are 
then on to represent only "little chan·ged; for one thing, .-they are 
people." 

• • • 
unbelievably successful - in co

Much of the rest of the story is and come out beating old. time 
history, because it includes some co·urtroom veterans. The college 
of the largest personal-injury ver- has now begun accepting judges 
diets on the books and some of the �ee Distinguished Alumnus page 7 

'_ '.':.. .,,..,_., _�_;· ,-:· .. • ;' :··;_· ... ::,·•·,· •·t-t' f::· ... -,_-·:<. ·.' . ,· ,/. ·' . 
. canpe plaip�iff.S.: '. can •r affo�d � t� : will be _appear sometime in,the fall 
.:. ' • · • ·:.. .··•··'i ;- ; '. · . • • •. i ! · _ • • "I' • • '• ._.,,., ·: · -: '! - •• • " . • • , • i. • '· .. r -�,' • • • bring� Spen¢e finds time fot''liis , of_ 2001. He's also worldng on a 

. •
. 

• - � I ,, ' • • f..,,._ . ' . • ,- 1 ., -� , . , ·,, • 

_ pther' loves:· writing a'.rid phofogia- • . s�ieei1play. - -· • -

phy. He'�_curiently"finishing·a book j .. Jie rises at 5 a.m. to g�t ai(the�e 
abb�t\1._ murder das.e:'irt Or'eg9rt. A Jliings acc;omplished· and ,works 
f1djls Stim1ne',\,:a,bo1ok'for:boys·a�d until1his wife, Iniagiµg, calls him 
their fathers} has ,. just' beeri 'ptib- - for dinner. With a· life 'iliis ful( fris

·-'H;p:�'t:f/1,!as; 'has'· ;qerry - ; Spiince' s ''rib 'w99d�r • Spence can't -fathom
;;¾yom'ihg, t.:rbook ofh1s poetry'and ; ''redrement - or golf. "Who wants to 
::+ris�bl�ck arid white'photographs of '. • pla'.y :golf?" he wonders. ''How 
·Wybming;- His first-1novetis·oeiiig : ,:empty.would your life have fo be?
·:Phblislied�his'. spring:;-irbodk'called : ;j, think_ oea:th would� bi!·· a� -better
,
1Seve'n 1 StepS;'fi) 1Pei'Sonat1Freedom .- alternative'." ,a: .• , 

• ., . - ·'., .. , �-'\. �··,i;>:>.�� ,,-� · ., . �-�- . � "f .,:.:.,. ... *,l ·;·�":- . ./ .. :;;.:.. :::_fa,. \, .. 11;..-,,,,.:;-_M·.i. :
.
_.,�; .�.: �- :._•). .. :�--..:: ;,_, ... ,l..i.�:� .. :.\,. . . 

..:, •• t-\:_� . . , 

---,�!.-
": 


