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contributions to the law program. 
"l suggested to the Wyoming Bar 
Association that our students would 
benefit from a course in Wyoming law, as 
they prepare for the bar exam. Greg took 
this suggestion and ran with it. In less 
than a month, he had found speakers for 
fifteen different essay subjects on the bar 
exam." 

Dyckman said that after he graduated 
and got busy with his practice and with 
civic life in Cheyenne, his involvement 
with UW waned. That was until he was 
in charge of a fundraising event for the 
Boy Scouts in Cheyenne with President 
Gerald Ford. His presence there had been 
noticed by Thyra (Godfrey) Thomson 
(A&S '39), whose son was his law partner 
at the time. She asked him directly if he'd 
like to attend the next A&S Board of 
Visitors meeting with her. "I went to that 
meeting with her and loved it. I'm still on 
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around the nation. Most of them were 
elected, rather than appointed, as he had 
been. Meyer describes himself as someone 
who is not a politician or a "lawyer's 
lawyer." Instead, he said, "I don't use 
Latin phrases, I am very earthy, using 
common words, talking the sort of talk 
that people understand. That's the way I 
am, l wane co convey and communicate in 
a common sense way." 

Former Wyo. Gov. Dave Freudenthal 
summed up Meyer's contributions 
to UW and the state. "In his 
professional endeavors and his personal 
undertakings, Joe has promoted the 
University's interests and the affiliation 
of its graduates. He made significant 
contributions to our profession. He 
argued the school finance case before 
the Wyoming Supreme Court in 1994. 
He was the lead attorney for the 50 state 
actomeys general on Indian gambling 
and taxatioo issues. His experience and 
wisdom were what lead him to be invited 
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Meyer said he was honored to be 
named a UW Distinguished Alumnus. 
Considering his slow start in college 
life, now he says "l would have loved to 
stay in college all my life. UW is my life; 
it made me what I am. I firmly believe 
that for others like me without a history 
of education, UW is one of rhe best 
places to improve your life." Of all his 
accomplishments Meyer said his UW 
education is the one be is most proud of 
and appreciates the most.� 


