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Guardia Banister, UW Distinguished Alumna

When Casper narive Guardia Banister
[B.S. "800} decided ro zrpend rhe Liniversiry
of Wyomisng, she knew shi: had abiliey

in the scienves. bur she did not know she
wonld chose e beenme & puese, She spenr
# lintke eime seuding into eoflege life in

her first year, eontinuing pursuies from
her high schoot days such as cheedeading
aiid ruﬁming track. But ehia Grewley ae the
nugsing scheol provided sirong menroring
and puidance, and Banister ended up
f.'xi.'i.',l/ﬂ‘["g in gZI‘II.= l!ﬂ;'ﬂ'gﬂllﬂ. W'hcal klﬁl.'
graduated, she was honosed as being the
nugse with the best bedside manner,

“The iscredihic, pasionate,
knerwledgesble faculey supported me
along the way! she says, “[r s very
puwerful as a student when vou know
vl faculey has confidence in you.
Receiving thar award made me feel so
linnesred that [ was pereeived tor he a nurse
whu desperately cared for snd wok goed
care of pacienes. That passion has stayed
\'r'itl“l g j!?HSi{!l‘l lf’h'lt 'll'l"li!!ﬂ'lf%'k?r ! am
wotkiig with [knows] L am raking the
very best care of chem,”

Today, Baniscer is the exeentive dircctar
oo the Inseituce for Pagiene Cae at
Massachuseres General Hospital {MGID
i Bessgon, This s ene of the bargest
huspatal-based institures in the eaunn v.
Serving as che firsc executive direczor of the
insgitige, she nversees four censers, which
ate fucised on patient wsd Family leaening,
clinical and professinnal development,
nursing research and innovating in parient
care delivery.

She has been instrumencal in che
development of a dynamic new model of
elinteal education for nursing students
cafled the Dedicared Educarion Ulnir.
Banisrer has also been involved in efforn
to diversily the MGH ruseng workforee
by develuping models of clinical leadership
development involving mentors for
ﬂlj HUI‘“}' HIJI'HILE !'.’l!ldlﬂllh".

"Fescusing on healeh equity and health
disparity isswes is crivical” Banister savs,
“MNurses whas bk and sowmd like dhe
patients they care for is important, bue we
also need those mecses around dhe wable
mahng admminiserative decisions.”

After carning her nursing degree at
U, Banister wens 1o the University of
Texas far hor Master of Scicnee in nugsin
in 1983 with 2 fucus in psychiarric!
mental healeh nursing and a miner in
nm;ing atlministration, She zlso earned
ber doceoeate in psychiaeic/mental healdh
nussing in 1988

“I el Jke Fve haad nne of these ereers in
which apportunities presented themselves
&L cerrain times, and Pyve been able w be
Rixible and adaprable,” Banister says, L am
feeling very good abowt where T e taday.

L abways wane to give back and be a voice
and advecaie g poor and underserved
populagaony i the cuniety. T feel thae UW
is part of ehe foundacion thae helped Jaunch

me i chis meeesshal carcer | have had”



