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Harold H. “Hank” Gardner, UW Distinguished Alumnus

Harold H. "Hank™ Gardner (EXP "39)
has come full circle, both 25 2 resident
of Wyoming and in his chinking about
healch care. During that journey, his
accomplishments have made him one of
the LOE NLMES i his feld, :::Fl:i.'b-l'.'lll.il:lﬁﬂl'll.'
Universicy of Wyoming and his narive stare,
Gardner was raised in Afton, Wyo, one
of eighe children born o parenes who were
boch educarors, " Wyoming is in my blood,”
he says, and LW, toa, as seven siblings from

the I':|:|||i.:. are UW alumnd. He atsended

Alumn

L% on borh achledc and academic
scholarships, As a collegre baskecball

plaver, he learned thar “playving Diviston

1 sports is a full-time job” Combined
with his rigorous pre-med coursework, he
W grell:l'ui. for HAISHEH HTHY |_|:.- L-:::. Facul LY
members. Gardner did nor graduware

trom U becanse, at char time, students
L'i:lll:lll'l'.l]l.l'«' VT L'ElJ:I iJ'aI.'.l‘ |'||.L'I.|iLJ.I \LJ'.l.l'.l‘]ﬁ-.
Afrer three vears, he went to the Universicy
ot Bnchester School of Medicine.

W hat Euppc:u.'l] afeer ehe Frse vear of
internship following medical school, he
describes asan “important bump in the
road " “T was drafred ineo the Aoy an chie
middle of the Vietnam War” he says, *1 spent
avery Enn,:_ year there as a Hgm'r;.l medical
officer” Gardier says until that tme b had
been doing a conventional academic medical
career. He came hack from military service
“more interested inoa broader r.|.|:|!_'.h.'-::-l' social
and economic isues”

Gardner has worked roward solving
those problems, practcing medicine with
1 focus on disease PrevVemiion. He has held
academic appointments at the Universicy of
Fochester, Wayne State University and the
Mount Sinai Medical Cenrer in New York
Cirv and is currendy an adjuncr professor

in the University of Wyoming Colleges
of Business and Healeh Sciences, Gardner
was a ploneer in the HMO and managed
care movement and in the development
of multidisciplinary primary care health
pr ofessional poles. “Much of the |.l:1.l|.'l.|.'|'||
with physician rraining is char it rakes place
in fine hospicals racher than in primary or
F\'.'l hlJllJ.l SRS LR i:l.!:‘."h," Ilf.' !il.FL

Gardner pioneered the concepr of
health as human capital for employers
amd HOVCEIIMICIL that I.'I:IIE:-|1iIhI zes the
'.|'I'I|.'|l.5'r7.:||'ll|:1 l.l‘f pe TSCH-CEN TG !|]:{'HP¢[L'd
information and an underszanding of
ceonomic incentives in the managemene of
emploves health and health benefics

After working in places including
Detrodt and Mew York, he decided o
reourn oo Wyoming. He is the founder,
owner and operator of Huoman Capital
Management Services Ine., a research
and consulring service business based in
Chevenne, Wyo,, and is also chairman of
the Healeh as Human Capital Foundation,

Wyoming has 2 more favorable
business envirenment, Gardner says,
plus he's able eo put his relationshap
with LW to yu-l.ld use. “Half of my
recruics have UW degrees.”
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