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Chaowick Deaton

UW Distinguished Alumnus

Crrowing up in Byreon, Wo., Chad
Dearon (RS, 76) knew he would work

in the oil and gas indusery someday, Many

members of his family had good carcers
doing thar, including his facher. Ceamon
says his dad had two years of college bus
hen entered the milicary wo serve an
World War 11 Afterward, he married and
didn't contine in college, chowgh he sl
worked in the industry. Deston ferllowed
his father's advice o “go o l.'l.:v.'|l.15l.' and be
a boss one J,]:. " That's what led him o the
Llnmversity of Wyomiang in pazrarie af 2
-:;::I.IL:.-H:. |.|l:g|l:\.'.

His path to U was nor complenely
direct, however. & high school Froehall
E'-|;|:|-:'|. I'IL' jml'u|r.'|l.'-.| I-;:w h-l\.l'll.ll.'.ll"\-llil.'l
affers from small colleges. °T knew
+|::'::lr|1.|..| w l::f‘:lll.ll'llf I"I.' "'l:l'!.'.i.rl.'l T. il'll.l [
Enew lids going o Laramie, and [ knew
ir had a good geology program, Ir is hard
o believe when you are 18 you could have
amy logic, bue 1 did. chosge UWS"

Like his facher, Deaton’s college cancer
might have been incerrupted by milizary

service. The Vietnam War was winding

down when Dearon’s college career was
starting up. His draft lotrery number was
31. “Here commnes this leteer: ‘Crrectings,

You've been drafted,” ™ he recalls, Thar was

enough oo take his focus off academics
just a it during his first year ar LW Bt
once he realized he wouldn't be drafred as
the war ended, he focused on his geology
ssudies, joined Sigmia Alpha Epsilon

frater nity, got marred, fndshed up sehonl
and left Wyoming o stare his carcer,

He worked for mapor companies such

as Sehlumberger Oilfield Services, both
incernarionally and domesdically, From
there, he served as CEOQ of Hanover
Compresor Company. Finally, he served
as the CEC of Baker Hughes Inc. wnil
M2 when he retited

“I'm -::-Il:.Ll..||.|:-' retired inthe sense
thar | have stepped down as chairman
and CECQ, bae I'm still on the board,”
Dicaton explains. Reducing his workload
o abour half whar ic was allows him
o focus on U, where he serves on
the UW Foundation board and on the
Crovernor's Energy, Engincering and
STEM Integration Task Force, Diearon
jerkes cha hie 15 des “token geologrie™
among engineers. He accepred the
appoinmment because he believes in LW,
“What all of us on the committee want
i5 0o give back. Owur W Foming witk ethic
is why we have sucoeeded, Ivisn't chac we
are peniuses or brilliane It s thag we got
agreat education, Corporations around
the world look ar chae, and char’s why
many of us have done well.”

Adver living internatiomally for most
of his career, Dearon now makes his
I'l'::ll'.'l!.' i‘u! ].-Il.'k.'ql::ll'l. 1'|1'| .:I-ll. lll Ir:'l':"l'l!_:l'l hl'
comes o Laramie often, le has not been
rix 3 Homecoming evenrt for many years,
He looks forward to char evene and o
continuing to deepen his relatdonship
with LIV,

“T'm making up for lost cime,”



