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UW Distinguished Alumnus

Wayne E. Wingfield is a well known
SPECE alist in VELETINATY SMATEENCY and critical
care medicine. He started this jousmey by
carninga B.5. in zoology and physiclogy
{04 and an M5 in emtomiology (66),
He spsent his career asa E:":\l::l|;'."|'\.lll. of
medicine and chief of emergency and
crirical care medicine ar the Colorado Soare
Unaversiey Vetermary Teaching Hosparal,
He has served in numerous professional
organizagions and published exvensively in
seientific lterature. Tn 2000, he was sebected as
an Onstanding Faculey Member ac Colorado
Seare Universicy, He retived in 2001,
"lx'il'.!_:l;n:hl reflects back on why he
chose vo artend school ar U and hovw
thar choice shaped his life. He grew up
in Los Alamos, N " That's where the
atomic bombs were buile, and my I:-u.|'||i|:-
was there from the beginning,” he explains,
A aresule of s miany bright, scie ntific
minds clustered in one communicy, it

i=n't surprising the high school would

+ COMMENCEMENT

hawve an excellent science program, One
of his teachers was a wrestling coach with

connections o UW who thoughe voung

Wingheld could ger a scholarship dhere, He

introduced his student oo the U coach,
amd "I";.'.Ila:ﬁi.'ld made 4 campus visit.

Wingfield says char even from the starr,
he loved che taculey and che small classes,
and calls the quality of education ae LW
“bevond belief” When studenes ask him
where they should go to school, he wells
them U “Wyaming students ane often
the best studenes: They have a grear work
ethic, they are pelice, chey are prepared,
["ve never been exposed o a Wyoming
student whe was not going e make it in
the profession,” he adds,

Wingheld recalls the moment ar LI
that made him decide he wanted ve go into
reaching, It was in the classroom of none
other than Prodessor Sarmuel Knight. "He had
away of showing up 10 minuces lage oo his
first kecture, He walked in lare and saunrered

upr ter e boand and picked up the chalk and
drew :J.E"‘-L'I|.L'L|. circle. H\'.'gl.ll. GlE Atrenion and
kept our antention, That pushed me toward
beimg an academic, o tesch in 2 manner that
1 conld make an |.|:||]1..-;.I.."
The Wioming weacher made an impact
on this young man from New Mexico
ar fies, but he F= he learned o love i
and found our char 30 below zero is “no
big deal.” He has lang keps a cabin in
Boulder, W, Froan which he was en poute
when the call came from President Dick
McGinity informing him of the award,
“Mieedless o say, [ was '\.E:-L'L'n.|'|i:.'x-.. This

is very meaningtul for me”



