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quaaliry and production system strazegy.
Shee credics her groundbreaking success o
her abality o translace dithcult concepas
ineo clear and understandable Lnguage—
in shore, her veaching skills

"My approach was abways to ask the
people whe are cxperss—who are the
people actually doing the work—and
then liscen to chem. Then apply what
the serazegy 15 gowng o be and veaxch it
Posced says,

Her accomiplishments ar Boeing
include mtroducing new techaology
into the manufacouring shops, improving
the Are-worthiness of airplane inceriors,
introductng the Japanese concept of lean
manufacouring to $00 engineers and the
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rechnical papers, teaching seminars, and
performing troubleshooting and change
management wherever in the workd
Boeing needed her

"Bowing valued my teaching skills,
Postel says. “Adl T was really dodng was
liscening to the guys who were the
experts, and | didn't precend chac [ was
the expere”

She has also been a leader and
mentor ooowomen and minorities
in the industry through the Society
of Warmen Engineers and Bocing s
diversity seraregy leadership ream

Sandy credits her education
for her excellent reaching and
communicarion skills

After earning a bachelor’s at
Purdue, she came ve U and earned
her mascer's in natural science from
the Science and Mathemagics Teaching
Center. There were 800 .'||:'-p||'.:||:|h that
year, but only eight were chosen. 5he
was omie oF those eight.

“T alw ays w anted o be a selentise,”
Poszel says, "buc | also was drawn
toward teaching, [ think [ was a
natural engineer, but in 1971 that was
never an oppertunicy thar [ saw in
front of me=—ar was even posed to me,
Back then, I thoughe engineers were
guys with slide rules on their beles—

no caleularors in those days,

Aszsociacion, local ahamni and feends

*The Science and March Teaching
Center tanght some real fundamentals”
she savs, “When ol b peaching
elemenrary kids and you're thinking
aboat science curriculum, there is a lot
of real fendameneal communieation.
Break i all down, Don't make ic coo
complicated. Bug then you have to learn
it :-'-::-l;l'u.'.l'. |;.'.||J:. unserstand it in onder
to break it down and explain ic oo other
people. That was the jov of leaming. for
me. The Scienee and Math Teaching
Cenger tocally reinforced thar for me”

Afver carning her master’s, she
taught for three years in Kentucky,
bur she found char it didn't allow her
much crearivicy, When her brother gos
a jobr at Bocing in Seattle, she helped
him move, and the rest is history.

"H-':-\;i':_:_[ EAVE e the -:-p|mr|:|_|r|i7:. (4]
be creative in pechnology and bridge
thar gap berween rechnology and
education,” Postel says, "And then it
became a leadership ssue, oo, because 1
Wik i yl.ll.h.l.q.ll|'|||'|'||.||'|il.:|I:-.:-|—I:.’|.-'.':. didn't
have mary engineers who were technical
whio understood how o communicane
clearly. I just started gerting promored,
and [ was the only woman.”

Powstel expresses her sincere
APPreciation in Ii.'Lt'.'-iJ'.!.'_I.III\.' LI’
Dristinguished Alumna Award and in

reconnectimg with her alma marer,

Keener Fry, executive director, and Laurie Nichols, UW president, at
the Torrington, Wyo., community reception

Dring LI President Laure Micholss firsc months in othce, she has spent a day or owe of each
week traveling arownd the state to meet with citizens, communiey college and public school
leaders, begislavors, alumni, media and others, Residens of these counties had the oppormuniry

o meet Nichols during 10 public events throughour Wyoming hosted by che U Alumni
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