Theo Ratliff

UW Distinguished Alumnus

Theo Raclift [Exp, 95 credits his

mathier for his coming to Whpoming,

For as I.-:.ll'l:T‘; a5 he could rermember, she
always rold him and his siblings to noc
be atraid to explore new places, so when
the recruiers came to convinee him o
come oo the Universicy of Wyoming
from Alabama, he did, It also helped
thar he fel needed and wanted on che
LI baskedball ceam.,

“1 took the visic out chere, and [ fdl

i lowe with the environment and the
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Wyoming Cowboys vs. Nebraska

Thursday, Sepr. 8: Alumni & Friends Gathering -
Omaha, Neb. - Upsmream Brewing Company ar Old
Market from 5:00 p-m. - BRI pem (@ 514 5, 11th 5¢,

Oimaha, ME &8102
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|.I.I'||.|.‘\|l'.':||'||.' —the mountains and the
rrees, Fadliff save. “Ic's really a culoure
shock when you've never seen thar tvpe
I|r.||-\.J.II.I::|' before”

He arended classes and played
basketball ar LW from 1992 o 1995,
He's sl the universiey’s leading shot
blocker with 425 blocks, and he halds
pracoically all of the school’s blocked
shot records. He was an AIWAC first
veam selection for two VEITS 310 4 TOAW,
He won the Gene Benson Agency MVP
Avvvard cwice, and he was indocred inco
the UW Athletics Hall of Fame in 2005,

“I did a lor of growing up going
there,” Batliff says. “T was on my own
for the first tme, so many thousands of
rmiiles away from home. [ had oo do aloc
of maruring ——taking care of myself and
muaking sure [ pushed myself vo get my
schoolwork done”

W'hen his career ar LW was over,
he was among the top 15 in scoring
and rebounding, In 1995, Radiff was
drafred by the Deoroir Pisons and was
the L Beh |1|-'.'|t ins the frse round. He
was the first WAC plaver selecred thar
vear. He played for the Philadelphia
Tiers, the Atlanea Hawks, the Portland
[railblamers, the Boston Celrics, the San
Anronio Spurs, the Charloos Bobears

and the Los Angeles Lakers. He retired

SERIES

Frown baskethall in 200 1.

While playing in the NBA, he led the
leagne i hlocks per game thres times,
He ranked 18ch in all-time career blocks
and 13th in all-ime career blocks per
game asof 2011,

Rathif has been a huge supporter of
the University of Wyoming. He credits
the skills and experences he learned
while going to school as prepanng him
for his carecr in the NBA. When he had
the oppormuniry, he did whar he could o
v back eo LI

“1 hivve a legacy as far as playing there,
bur [ wanred ro leave something there,”
Rathiff says. “Being able go go there Fiar
four vears and also vo develop my skills
while [ was there in order to go on o
play in che MBA, T wanted to make sure
I i.:.ll.l:'.’:-a;.l'. to the FOUNZEE Seneration
thar was coming up.”

LI is ot che only place Ratliff
supports. He has been a generous
conrriburor to numerous organizations,
inluding the Bovs and Girls Clubs
al Mezro Atlanea, UNICEF Teunamid
Eelief, NBA REead ro Achieve and
Hurricane Katrina Relief, He is also che
founder of the Theo Rillli]!..rl'n.'l.i\'ii:-
Cenrer in his homerown of Demopolis,
Ala., which serves over 6,000 individuals

of all ages cach month.

Wyoming Cowboys vs. Nebraska

Friday, Sept. 9: Alumni & Fricnds {:'J.ll':l:lul.g - Lincoln,
Meb. - Buzzard Billy’s - 2:00 p.m. until rescaurant close
[ 247 N, Beh Se. Ste, 101, Lincoln, NE 65508



