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SENATE RESOLUTION #2766 

TITLE:  ASUW Support for the Creation of a School of Graduate 
Education at the University of Wyoming 

DATE INTRODUCED:  November 30, 2021 

AUTHOR:   President Swilling  

SPONSORS:  Senators Ewalt, Houghton, and Talamantes  

1.  WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming (ASUW) 

2. Student Government is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and, 

3. WHEREAS, the University of Wyoming Board of Trustees has approved a Notice of Intent  

4. for the creation of a School of Graduate Education at the University of Wyoming (UW), as  

5. outlined in Addendum A; and, 

6. WHEREAS, the purpose of this graduate school is to “elevate the visibility of [our] advanced  

7. degree education mission, and to better support [our] broad portfolio of graduate programs and  

8. the university’s research mission.”; and, 

9. WHEREAS, the new School of Graduate Education would continue the essential functions  

10. currently performed by the Office of Graduate Education, including strategic leadership for  

11. and oversight of all UW graduate programs, allocation of graduate teaching assistantship  

12. funding, implementation and enforcement of graduate education policies and procedures,  

13. graduate student marketing and recruitment, and advocacy and support for graduate students;  

14. and, 

15. WHEREAS, the new school would build upon these by raising the visibility and presence of  

16. graduate education to both internal and external stakeholders; and, 

17. WHEREAS, the creation of this school would also provide an administrative home for  

18. multiple projects to enhance graduate education at the University of Wyoming, including the  

19. re-establishment of the Graduate Faculty, the creation of a Graduate Student Council, and a  
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20. clarification and elevation of the role of UW’s Graduate Council; and, 

21. WHEREAS, the need for a graduate school has been well documented, with the Faculty  

22. Senate passing a resolution in support of its recreation in 2015, and the Graduate Council 

23. also noting that they strongly believed such a project was necessary in their 2015 report; and, 

24. WHEREAS, despite this, the School was not created; and, 

25. WHEREAS, this school has the support of almost every single Dean or school Director at the  

26. University of Wyoming; and, 

27. WHEREAS, among UW’s peer institutes, only one institution (West Virginia University)  

28. lacks a Graduate School, only one institution (Utah State University) lacks a Graduate Dean,  

29. and no peer institutions lack both a Graduate School and a Graduate Dean, which is what  

30. UW currently has; and, 

31. WHEREAS, this School will not require any additional, recurring funding nor any new  

32. positions; and, 

33. WHEREAS, in its November 2021 meeting, the Board of Trustees approved the allocation of  

34. funds to create a new, student-centered home in Knight Hall for this School of Graduate  

35. Education; and, 

36. WHEREAS, ASUW supports and represents graduate students at the University of  

37. Wyoming, and is dedicated to helping support and represent their needs and interests. 

38. THEREFORE, be it resolved that ASUW fully supports the creation of a School of Graduate  

39. Education as outlined in Addendum A.   

Referred to: Advocacy, Diversity, and Policy  

Date of Passage:     December 7th, 2021   Signed:       
(ASUW Chairperson) 

“Being enacted on December 7th, 2021 , I do hereby sign my name hereto  
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and approve this Senate action.”         
      ASUW President  
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Addendum A 
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