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1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming (ASUW) 

2. Student Government is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and, 

3. WHEREAS, in the 2021 academic restructuring plan, it was proposed to change the name of 

4. the “College of Agriculture and Natural Resources” (CANR) to the “College of 

5. Agriculture and Life Sciences” (CALS) as seen in Addendum A, in order to further align to 

6. our peer institutions; and,   

7. WHEREAS, the only institution, when evaluating eight (8) peer institutions, that mentions 

8. “Life Sciences” is the University of Idaho College of Agriculture and Life Sciences seen in 

9. Addendum B; and,  

10. WHEREAS, the other seven (7) land grant institutions, Colorado State University, Kansas 

11. State University, Montana State University, North Dakota State University, South Dakota 

12. State University, University of Nebraska Lincoln, and Utah State University, do not have 

13. “Life Sciences” in their name; and,  

14. WHEREAS, these seven (7) institutions possess a strong production agriculture focus as  

15. seen when evaluating their websites shown in Addendum B, which is a vital part of choosing  

16. an institution to study agriculture for current and future students as agriculture students want  

17. to study and learn from an institution that puts an emphasis on production agriculture and 

18. applied research; and,   



19. WHEREAS, the ASUW did conduct a Student All Issues Survey in the fall of 2021 where 

20. over 2,000 students, 162 students from the CANR, were asked if they approved the name 

21. change from CANR to CALS, 69.14% students approved that change as shown in Addendum  

22. E; and, 

23. WHEREAS, students’ perspectives may have changed since the fall of 2021 given that they 

24. have had more time to really think about the change; and, 

25. WHEREAS, 69% of students approve the name change, the questions did not ask if students 

26. really wanted the name change; and,  

27. WHEREAS, the potential name change from the CANR to CALS dilutes the 

28. mission, as seen in Addendum D of the CANR and permanent change could deter potential 

29. students from enrolling at 

30. The University of Wyoming (UW); and,  

31. WHEREAS, Wyoming Agriculture contributes nearly $2.0 billion dollars into the Wyoming 

32. Economy and “Agriculture is one of the top three industries in the Cowboy State” 

33. (Addendum C); and, 

34. WHEREAS one of the UW’s administration’s goals is to keep students in the state after 

35. graduation, and;  

36. WHEREAS, not having a strong agriculture program will deter potential students from 

37. enrolling at UW and participating in Wyoming’s economy post-graduation.    

38. THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming 

39. (ASUW) Student Government that if the name of the current College of Agriculture and 

40. Natural Resources, it ought to be reflective of the majors that are housed within the college  

41. while keeping true to its mission statement, be similar to the University of Wyoming’s  



42. (UW’s) peer institutions, and keep the importance of production agriculture in mind; and, 

43. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that ASUW will advocate for a name that keeps the 

44. original intent of the College apparent; and  

45. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that ASUW urges that UW be devoted to listening to  

46. student opinion regarding a change to the name a college name and should proactively seek  

47. these opinions out; and,  

48. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that this resolution be sent to the UW President, the UW 

49. Provost and any pertinent ASUW or University restructuring committee.  

Referred to: Ad-Hoc Restructuring; Advocacy, Diversity, and Policy;   

 

Date of Passage: 4/26/2022  Signed:   

                                                                                                  (ASUW Chairperson) 

“Being enacted on 4/26/2022 , I do hereby sign my name hereto and 

 

approve this Senate action.”    

 

                                                                         ASUW President 
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